
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 

Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  

Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Office   :  

Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Worship Times:

Sunday:10 am Modern Worship with 

Traditional service on the 2nd Sunday.

Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube

Sunday School/Adult Education: 9:15am

Third Thursday Worship: 7:00pm

Nursery open during worship service

March 2026

Our Mission:

We worship, work and welcome…Sharing God’s love and 
grace with all.

Our Vision:

Together, we embody our mission by BOLDLY following
Jesus, serving the needs of the world and one another, and 

caring for all of God’s Creation. ALL ARE WELCOME.



A Word From the President:

Here comes the month of March and what an amazing month it is. 

First of all, winter is winding down and spring is popping up.  This year March 20th is the Vernal 

Equinox.  Day and night are each basically 12 hours.  We can enjoy having longer days of 

sunshine.  The weather will start to warm up the Northern Hemisphere.

But of course in our church year we celebrate 5 weeks of Lent and Palm Sunday is the beginning 

of Holy Week.  It is a time for repentance and give yourself to the Lord in Prayer, in preparation 

for Easter.

Enjoy this beautiful time of year.

Blessings to you all!

Gail

“If a picture paints a thousand words, then why can’t I paint 
you? The words will never show, the you I’ve come to know...”

Song  “IF, by David Gates (1971) made popular by the band Bread

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Yes, I’m old enough to remember the hypnotic 
lyrics from the 1971 song “If” (albeit a few years 
after it was recorded!) Somehow when it comes 
to Lent, and basking in the images of Creation 
this time around, often pictures and artwork are 
more articulate than the words that can describe 
them. Yet we will try valiantly to put words on 
pages, to capture a snapshot of what ”A 
Watered Garden” can be for us. With a little help 
from theologian Benjamin Stewart and pastors 
from all over Michigan, we will explore these 5 
subtopics in his book and in our daily devotions 
sent via email (link http://eepurl.com/bcbuf9 )

1) Worship and Ecology: (God’s cosmos…)

2) Water: (Beyond our baptisms…life!)

3) Seasons and Days: (Extra/ordinary rhythm)

4) Fields and Vineyards: (Real Communion)

5) Earth to Earth: (Cycles of care/commitment)

Throughout this journey, we will take snapshots 
along the way – like the printed devotions on 
the walls of the narrows and narthex as we 
make our way to the sanctuary. And speaking of 
lyrics, we will take a Lenten pause on Sunday 
evening, March 15th at 5:30pm at the The 
Worskshop to explore songs of Love and 
Emotion. With you on the journey… 

- Pastor Paul

‘Night Cosmos’ by Phillipe Donn 
(Pexels copyright-free image)

http://eepurl.com/bcbuf9


JANUARY FINANCIAL NEWS
January income was $35,162.38 against a budgeted income of $31,982.92 resulting in a $3,179.46 

surplus against budget.  Surplus income resulted from annual donations covering 12 months, 

received in January.  Expenses were $28,212.21 against budgeted expense of $34,017.84 resulting 

in expenses being under $5,805.63.  Expenses are lower due to less spending on Fire/HVAC, 

auditing and Safe Harbor.  From a cash flow perspective, income of $35,162.38 exceeded expense 

of $28,212.21 resulting in a surplus of $6,950.17. 

NEW MEMBERS:  On Sunday March 1st, we accepted new members:

Jack, Jenna (and son Johnny) Baldwin  sponsored by Chris and Renee’ Walter

Dar Haara sponsored by Amy Haara

Connor McNaughton sponsored by Jim HInds

NEW MEMBER INSERT IN YOUR MAILBOX FOR YOUR DIRECTORY:  If you haven’t 

already retrieved it from your church mailbox, PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!!!.   Tuck it in the back 

cover of your directory in case you want/need to contact any of these new members.  If you 

cannot stop by church please contact the office so a copy can be sent by email or snail mail.

Calling all cake bakers! Last year, we provided breads and rolls for the winter Single MOMMS 

event. Single MOMM holds these event nights four times a year, designed to create a fun and 

safe space where single moms can take a break from everyday life, connect with each other, be 

encouraged, and enjoy a meal together. We're excited to support their Event Night again this 

year! This event is a carnival theme, and will include a traditional cake walk! That's where we 

come in - we are hoping to have at least 20 cakes to contribute, although more is always great. 

There is a sign-up list in the Narthex, along with a variety of cake/pie boxes. Please sign up to 

bake a cake, and take a box home to put it in! Cakes will need to be left in the church kitchen 

(marked for Single MOMM) no later than Thursday, March 5th.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Alanna at alanna.steffunick@bethlehemtc.org. 

Social Ministry/Outreach update: 

Monthly outreach meal:  We have a confirmed interested group of 10 volunteers to prepare a 

community meal the 4th Sunday of the month at Grace Episcopal.  We would like to have 6 

more volunteers so each volunteer is only needed about 6 times per year.  Please prayerfully 

consider this service which we will begin offering in April.  Even if you can only come once or 

twice in a year, your help will be appreciated.

Freedom Builders: Orientation meeting is July 21 at 6pm and work days July 22-25 7:30am ‘til 

done meeting at their new warehouse at 571 West Commerce Drive

Habitat for Humanity build:  It helps to plan ahead…could you assist with a build project in 

Florida in late October or early November?  Or perhaps a different build project?  Dates are not 

certain at this time, but you could set aside some time and money.  Or see the separate 

announcement about the fundraiser at Culver’s this month

REMEMBER: If questions, concerns, or ideas contact Cindy Monroe or Jim Hutchison.

Next meeting for anyone interested in Social Ministry/Outreach is Sunday March 15 after the 

service in the fellowship hall.  Hope to conclude the meeting by noon so you can all enjoy your 

Sunday meal plans.  Those planning to volunteer at Grace on April 26 will be asked to stay an 

extra 10 minutes so we can plan our first meal.

Giving Statements Update:  There are still some giving statements that have not 

been picked up.  These will not be mailed out unless you call the church office and ask 

for them to be mailed.. Your Bookkeeper



Grief Group meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of the month from 3:30-4:30 in the gathering 

space, unless the TC schools are closed. Any questions contact Peggy Burns 232-392-

6913.

Chair Yoga will continue to meet at 3:00pm on Mondays.  It is still $5 per class

The group will not meet on March 9th and March 16th. 

Please note that Pr. Paul’s devotions in the “A Watered Garden” daily email 

will be Thursday, March 5th and then on Wednesday, March 25th.  If you have 

not signed up for the emails, now is the time to do it.  Use this link:

http://eepurl.com /bcbuf9

The Fellowship Committee Fellowship sponsored two large events in February. On 

February 8th, we had our first Souper Bowl Sunday right after the service. Volunteers 

stepped up and there were 12 delicious soups in a wide variety of flavors.  Homemade 

French bread and numerous mix-ins and sides were offered as well as individually 

packed desserts. The event was completely take out and not a drop of soup or desserts 

were left! We anticipate this will be an annual event. We received $606.00 in free will 

donations for the Food Pantry.

On February 17th, the traditional Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras dinner took place. 

Pancakes, sausage, crustless quiche, and mini quiches were served. The room was 

decorated for Mardi Gras and a King Cake with the “hidden baby” and pecan cookie bars 

honoring New Orleans were the desserts. Suzanne Letho found the hidden baby and 

was awarded Elmer’s Famous Gold Brick Sundae Sauce as a prize. There were 35 

people in attendance!

Now Lent is upon us and there will be six Lenten meals offered every Thursday. Your 

help is needed!! We are requesting that volunteers prepare a meal for one of the 

Thursday meals and to help with set-up and clean-up. A sign-up sheet is in the Gathering 

Space. 

Below are the important dates for Lent through Easter.

March 5 -- Lenten Meal and  Taize 1 Service 5:45pm / 7:00pm

March 12 -- Lenten Meal and Behold Our Light Service 5:45pm / 7:00pm

March 19 – Lenten Meal and  Holden EP Service 5:45pm / 7:00pm (Live Streamed)

March 26 -- Lenten Meal and Taize 2 Service 5:45pm / 7:00pm

March 29 – Palm Sunday service 10:00am (Live Streamed)

April 2 – Maundy Thursday service 7:00pm (Live Streamed)

April 3 – Good Friday service 7:00pm  (Live Streamed)

April 4 – Easter Vigil service 7:00pm (Live Streamed)

April 5 – Easter services 8:00am / 10:00am  (only 10:00am Live Streamed)

April 5 – Easter Brunch 9:00am

March’s XYZ potluck & presentation will be on Friday, March 13th. After a 

delicious potluck lunch at noon, we will hear a presentation by Kristina Schnepf, the 

director of Green Door Folk School. Green Door is a recently opened nonprofit that is 

rooted in the folk school tradition, offering hands-on workshops that connect people to 

passions, new or old, the land, and each other. Remember, XYZ is predominantly 

geared toward seniors but the time spent together and the wonderful presentations 

are enjoyable for adults of any age - we hope you can join us!



BOOK CLUB:  We will meet at the home 

of Betsy Morley on Wed Mar 25 at 5:30 to 

discuss “The Bootlegger’s Daughter” by 

Nadine Nettmann.  Contact Betsy if you 

would like to attend at 

betsymorley@charter.net so she can tell 

you what items are still needed for the 

meal.

A big thank you to all who have turned in Olesons’ slips. We received a check from 

Oleson’s for $207.55 for a total of $1031.80 so far this year.  Olesons’ slips never 

expire.  Please continue to turn in your Olesons receipts to Bethlehem.  Thanks so 

much!!!  Also, the area for the Oleson receipts is in the lower cabinets below the 

mailboxes (under the A-B-Cs…).  The cabinet door is marked with the receptacle 

inside.  Unfortunately, we are no longer collecting the receipts from Family Fair or any 

other grocery store.  We just collect for Olesons

Creation Care Team update: our next 

Creation Care core team meeting will be 

Monday, March 16th at 6pm in the Youth 

Room. Because of the abundance of ice and 

cold, our “Polar Plunge” on March 8th has 

been postponed, but stay tuned for details on 

a hike and picnic on Sunday, April 19th. 

Subcommittee members may be meeting 

before as needed. Contact Paul Wiemerslage, 

Tina Dohm or Pastor Paul for any updates.

SAVE YOUR PAPER SACKS:  Please check the nooks and crannies of your home for 

paper sacks.  The Baby Pantry fills requests from preschool teachers for their students 

whose parents cannot make it to the pantry.  Paper sacks are the perfect size to place the 

needed items for each child.  Just place your bags on the Care table in the coat room.  

Thank you!!

Volunteers for Watching the Front Door During Worship: The Safety and Security 

Committee has the new sign up sheets available.  We need volunteers who can be 

available to stay in the Gathering Space to lock the doors and let in late comers for 

Sundays.  We appreciate all of the volunteers.  If you have any questions, the committee 

members are Gail Goldsmith, Maureen Bauer, Jana Rockne,.and Dave Peppler.

FUNDRAISER FOR HABITAT for HUMANITY:  Maybe you cannot wield a hammer or 

travel to a building site, but we all can eat!  Culver’s on Munson will donate a portion of 

all purchases made 5-8pm on March 11.  Bring family, friends, and neighbors and help 

raise funds for Habitat.



Outdoor food pantry update from Linda Hansen:  Our congregation provides food for two 

different missions: The Baby Pantry and the Outdoor Food Pantry. The needs are very 

different.  This is the focus for the Outdoor Food Panty:   Food or toiletries in individual or 

small packaging.   We have found the needs to be serving sizes of items that are portable.  

Some examples are:

tuna fish or chicken pouches (not tuna or chicken salad), 

protein bars, granola bars, trail mix

crackers or crackers with peanut butter or cheese filling

plastic fruit or vegetable cups

ramen, rice or potatoes in the individual serving cups or foil packets

oatmeal packets, small containers of peanut butter

jerky/meat sticks, dried soup mixes, dried fruits

Toiletries/other: toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine products,

small first aid kits, toilet paper, wet wipes, glasses wipes

hand/toe warmers

NO CANS or GLASS containers in the winter months.

No expired food.

Please Note:

Barbara Oster/Administrative Assistant works 9:00am-2:30pm on Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday 

Phil Anderson/Bookkeeper works 8:30am-12:30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

Please note that Phil will work these days until next summer

Alanna Steffunick-Boomer/Ministry Coordinator working in the office on the first Tuesday of 

each month from 9:30am - 12:30pm, and on Wednesdays from 11:30am - 2:30pm on all 

other weeks. I will also work from home throughout the week.

The Fellowship Committee is looking for help with the Thursday Lenten meals.  Funds are 

available to purchase a meal or ingredients to prepare the meal.  There is also opportunity 

to receive support from Thrivent if we have 2 weeks’ notice.  Attendance at the meals 

varies but is typically 15-25.    The dates for the meals are as follows:

March 5 March 19

March 12 March 26

The needs are for providing the main meal, desserts, set up and clean-up.  Please see 

the sign -up sheets in the gathering space or contact Linda Hansen at 

farfromtown@aol.com or 231-590-4793 for questions or more information.  Thank you.

Spotlight on Zeke: So many of us enjoy Zeke’s talents with religious music, but did you 

know that he plays other kinds of music at various locations in the Traverse City area? 

Here is a list of his engagements in the next month that are close to TC:

03/04, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25 – The Pub TC, Traverse City 7:00pm

There are no flowers on the altar during Lent.   Please sign up for Sundays beginning 

with Easter Sunday, April 5th





***************************************************************************************************************





Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going into the hospital for a 

scheduled procedure or an emergency so  Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Mary Woodring, Jerry Hill, 

Richard Fernholz, Lee, Ken,

Judy Fenton, Julie Lapeer, Lynn, 

Ron Hellenga, Cindy Hitesman,

John Stretlien,  Harper Wiemerslage,

Leroy, Roy Dumond, Dale & Cheryl, 

Patti, Sharon, Julie Barrett, Steve, Christine, 

Sherry, John Block, Bob, Pat Burton,

Marianne, Norm Fred, Chris,

Kyle, Janet, Cheryl, Pat

G. T. Pavilions: Shelley Miller

Prayer Requests: 

•Prayer Chain:  Please contact Jan Stretlien at jstretlien@gmail.com or 231-947-3265

•Prayers read from the altar:  Please call the Administrative Assistant in the church office 

231-947-9880 or email admin@bethlehemtc.org

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

Looking for a link to last month’s full Council minutes?

Type this address/url into your web browser to get the latest 

approved minutes from Council (or call the office for a copy:

bethlehemtc.org/Council-Minutes

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


BLC Contacts

Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst., Barbara Oster admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil  Anderson                              bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Anthony Bero, Music Director bero.tony@gmail.com

Alanna Steffunick-Boomer, Ministry Coordinator    Alanna.Steffunick@bethlehemtc.org

Website                                                                www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Gail Goldsmith, President president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Vice President vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Nancy Pflasterer, Secretary secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Dave Peppler, Treasurer treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.                      financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Peggy Burns, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Tina Dohm, Christian Ed. christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Fellowship fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

John Halstead, Membership/Evangelism membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Doug Cunningham, Property property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Jana Rockne, Personnel personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Jana Rockne, Safety & Security

Bethany Uhl, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Denice Bossardet, Worship and Music worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Tina Dohm,  Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1050 Peninsula Drive

Traverse City, MI 49686

www.bethlehemtc.org

231.947.9880
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