
Baptism of Our Lord    
January 10, 2021 (Real Church Virtual) 
 
 

Opening and Announcements (Safe Harbor, Jim Hutchison) 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all 
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P:  Holy God, 
C:  you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by 
sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of 
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations 
to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 
 

P:  How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are 
claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the 
beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Spirit of Gentleness 

 

Chorus 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from 
placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

Verse 1 
You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; and 
over the eons you called to each thing: “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” Chorus 
 

Verse 2 
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, and you goaded your people with a law and a land; and 
when they were blinded with idols and lies, then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Chorus 
 

Verse 3 
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still’ and down in 
the city you called once again, when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Chorus 
 

Verse 4 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.  With bold new decisions your people arise. Chorus 
 
 



Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, 
and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

First Reading:  Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy 
Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers 
them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some 
disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have 
not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel:  Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the 
one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 



Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Final Blessing / Dismissal 
 

P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the shepherds with good 

news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
C:  Amen. 
 

A:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Let the Rain Come 
 

Verse 1 
We are thirsty for You to flood our lives, we are thirsty for You today. We are thirsty to see and savor Christ 
Lord send Your revival rain. 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Let it rain, let it rain. Open up the heavens once again. 
 

Chorus 
Our Father in heaven, send the rain, fall again on us. For Your kingdom, Your glory, send the rain, let the rain come, 
let the rain come on us. 
 

Verse 2 
Holy Spirit, the more we see of Christ, we'll have passion to make Him known. Then the whole world might know 
that You are God: Lord send Your revival rain. 
 

Pre-Chorus 
Let it rain, let it rain. Open up the heavens once again. 
 

Chorus 
Our Father in heaven, send the rain, fall again on us. For Your kingdom, Your glory, send the rain, let the rain come, 
let the rain come on us. 
 

Bridge 
Let the rain come, let the rain come, let the rain come, let the rain come, let the rain come, let the rain come on us. 
 

Pre-Chorus 
Let it rain, let it rain. Open up the heavens once again. 
 

Chorus 
Our Father in heaven, send the rain, fall again on us. For Your kingdom, Your glory, send the rain, let the rain come, 
let the rain come on us. 
 



 



 



 



 


