
Third Sunday in Lent   
March 7, 2021 (Real Church Virtual) 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
P: Fountain of living water, 
C:  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend 
what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as 
healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
 
P:  Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and 
power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Gathering Song – Canticle of the Turning 
 
Verse 1 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight and my weakness you did not 
spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest.  Could the world be about to turn?  My heart shall sing of the day 
you bring.  Let the fires of your justice burn.  Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to 
turn. 
 
Verse 2 
Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be.  Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn, you 
will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn.  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  
Let the fires of your justice burn.  Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
Verse 3 
From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on stone.  Let the king beware for your justice 
tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne.  The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; there are 
tables spread ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  Let the 
fires of your justice burn.  Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
Verse 4 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:  God’s mercy must deliver us from the 
conqueror’s crushing grasp.  This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, till the 
spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  Let 
the fires of your justice burn.  Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
 



Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your 
covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 

First Reading:   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly revealed in 
weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The 
center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  
24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel:   John 2:13-22 
 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he responds 
mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious 
center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 
P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out 
of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The 
Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised 



from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace / Interlude 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Final Blessing 
 
P:  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to 
serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal 
 
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



Closing Song – Dwell in Your House 
 
Verse 1 
You set me apart, gave me a new heart. Filled with compassion to share Your great love. 
Show me Your ways, I want to know You. Guide me in truth, my hope is in You. 
 
Chorus 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
 
Verse 2 
I'll hold on to You, my strength and my refuge. Whom shall I fear, I know You are near. 
All of my days, I live for You Lord. Establish my path, there's one thing I ask. 
Chorus 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
 
Bridge 
Holy Spirit have Your way. Sweet anointing teach our hearts, our lives we pray. 
 
Chorus 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
That I may dwell in Your house forever lifting up Your name. Dwell in Your house forever more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


