
Third Sunday after Epiphany   
January 24, 2021 (Real Church Virtual) 
 
 

Opening and Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all 
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P:  Holy God, 
C:  you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by 
sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of 
love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations 
to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 
 

P: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are 
claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the 
beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Opening Song – O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 

Verse 1 
O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; remain forever near me, my master and my friend. I shall not fear 
the battle if you are by my side; nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
 

Verse 2 
Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near.  I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear.  My foes 
are ever near me, around me and within; but Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 
 

Verse 3 
Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will.  Now 
speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 
 

Verse 4 
O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you that where you are in glory your servant shall be too.  And Jesus, I 
have promised to serve you to the end; oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 
 
 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 



Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make 
us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

First Reading:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in the 
present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 
though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though 
they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world 
as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel:    Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from 
God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
 

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace 
 
Interlude (“Come, Holy Spirit”) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Special Announcement (Jim Hutchison – Safe Harbor) 



Final Blessing 
 

P:  God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 

A:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Song – Hear the Call of the Kingdom 
 

Verse 1 
Hear the call of the kingdom, lift your eyes to the King; let His song rise within you as a fragrant offering of how God, 
rich in mercy, came in Christ to redeem all who trust in His unfailing grace. 
 

Verse 2 
Hear the call of the kingdom, to be children of light with the mercy of heaven the humility of Christ; walking justly 
before Him, loving all that is right, that the life of Christ may shine through us. 
 

Chorus 
King of heaven, we will answer the call. We will follow, bringing hope to the world, filled with passion, filled with 
power to proclaim salvation in Jesus' name. 
 

Verse 3 
Hear the call of the kingdom, to reach out to the lost with the Father's compassion in the wonder of the cross, 
bringing peace and forgiveness, and a hope yet to come: let the nations put their trust in Him. 
 

Chorus 
King of heaven, we will answer the call. We will follow, bringing hope to the world, filled with passion, filled with 
power to proclaim salvation in Jesus' name. 
 
Chorus 
King of heaven, we will answer the call. We will follow, bringing hope to the world, filled with passion, filled with 
power to proclaim salvation in Jesus' name, salvation in Jesus’ name, salvation in Jesus’ name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 


