
Fourth Sunday of Advent   
December 20, 2020 (Real Church Virtual) 
 
 

Special Opening Prelude (from 2017 Concert) & Announcements 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures 
forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P:  Loving and forgiving God, 
C:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O 
God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—free from all 
that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

Verse 1  
Savior of the nations, come; virgin's son, make here your home. Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: God has chosen 
such a birth. 
 

Verse 2  
Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of God, was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of woman, 
blossom fresh. 
 

Verse 3  
Wondrous birth—O wondrous child—from his throne, a virgin mild!  Very God, and Mary’s son eager now his race to 
run! 
 

Verse 4  
From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads; out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign 
at God’s right hand.  
 

Verse 5  
Now your manger, shining bright, hallows night with newborn light. Night cannot this light subdue; let our faith 
shine ever new. 
 

Verse 6  
Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word!  To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally! 



Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray together,  
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would 
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading:   Romans 16:25-27 
 

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has 
revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Psalmody:  Luke 1:46b-55 
 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name. 
50You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation. 
 
51You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. 
 
53You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy, 
 
55the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever. 
 
 

Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 
 

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known places. 
This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, 
a special emphasis in this gospel. 
 

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 



26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 

Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace 
 
Interlude (“Lo, How a Rose” with Special Musical Ensemble) 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Final Blessing 
 

P:  The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected 

Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 



 
 

Dismissal 
 

A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) 
 

Verse 1 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King.  Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, and heaven and 
nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Verse 2 
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let all their songs employ. While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat 
the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Chorus 
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets  
me go! 
 

Verse 3 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness and wonders 
of His love, and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love! 
 

Chorus 
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets  
me go! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


