
Third Sunday of Advent  
December 13, 2020 (Real Church Virtual) 
 
 

Announcements / Lighting of the 3rd Advent Candle 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
P:  Loving and forgiving God, 
C:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O 
God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— free from all 
that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ 
comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
Verse 1 
Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! Hail, in the time appointed, your reign on earth begun! You 
come to break oppression, to set the captive free, to take away transgression and rule in equity. 
 
Verse 2 
You come with rescue speedy to those who suffer wrong, to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in your 
sight. 
 
Verse 3 
You shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in your path to 
birth.  Before you on the mountains shall peace, the herald, go; and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley 
flow. 
 
Verse 4 
Kings shall fall down before you, and gold and incense bring; all nations shall adore you, your praise all people sing.  
To you shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; your kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
 
 

Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you. 



 

Prayer of the Day 
 
A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, 
anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 

First Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is 
good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who 
directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 
 
P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 19This is the testimony 
given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed 
and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said.  24Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 
 



Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace / Special Interlude from 2017 Christmas Concert 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Final Announcements and Blessing 
 
P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected 
Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal 
 
A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Faithful God 
 
Verse 1 
I see You turning ashes to beauty, bringing this dead man to life.  Here You are in the midst of the sadness, wiping 
the tears from my eyes. I can hear the song of redemption filling my heart with Your praise. 
 
Chorus 
Faithful God, You reign forever; we will hope in Your great name. Strong and mighty King of heaven, we will worship 
You, oh faithful God. 
 
Verse 2 
You see me as a child who's forgiven, clothed in the mercy of Christ. Here I am, unashamed and surrendered; I have 
been bought with a price. Can you hear the sound of Your people shaking the earth with Your praise? 
 
 
 



Chorus 
Faithful God, You reign forever; we will hope in Your great name. Strong and mighty King of heaven, we will worship 
You, oh faithful God. 
 
Bridge 
You turned my mourning into dancing and celebration. You took my sorrow and You gave me Your joy. You broke 
my bondage and You gave me my liberation, and I will ever praise You. You turned my mourning into dancing and 
celebration. You took my sorrow and You gave me Your joy. You broke my bondage and You gave me my liberation, 
and I will ever praise You, and I will ever praise You. 
 
Chorus 
Faithful God, You reign forever; we will hope in Your great name. Strong and mighty King of heaven, we will worship 
You, oh faithful God. 
 
Chorus 
Faithful God, You reign forever; we will hope in Your great name. Strong and mighty King of heaven, we will worship 
You, oh faithful God. 
 
Bridge 
You turned my mourning into dancing and celebration. You took my sorrow and You gave me Your joy. You broke 
my bondage and You gave me my liberation, and I will ever praise You, and I will ever praise You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


