
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
September 20, 2020 (Real Church Virtual Service) 
 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 
 

A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on 
our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 

Verse 1 
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?  Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, 
too. 
 

Verse 2 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the 
load. 
 

Verse 3 
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear; I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you 
long to hear. 
 

Verse 4 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.  I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen 
this journey through. 
 

Verse 5 
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?  Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, 
too. 
 
 

First Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is 
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel 
mission. 
 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. 



For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to 
what they have earned or deserve. 
 

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 

Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace / Interlude 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Final Blessing / Dismissal 
 

P: May Almighty God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – bless you all, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Your Grace Finds Me 
 

Verse 1 
It's there in the newborn cry, there in the light of ev'ry sunrise, there in the shadows of this life:  
Your great grace. 
It's there on the mountain top, there in the ev'ryday and the mundane, there in the sorrow and the dancing: 
Your great grace, O such grace. 
 

Chorus 1 
From the creation to the cross, there from the cross into eternity Your grace finds me, yes, Your grace finds me. 
 

Verse 2 
It's there on a wedding day, there in the weeping by the graveside, there in the very breath we breathe:  
Your great grace. 
The same for the rich and poor, the same for the saint and for the sinner, enough for this whole wide world: 
Your great grace, O such grace. 
 

Chorus 2 
From the creation to the cross, there from the cross into eternity Your grace finds me, yes, Your grace finds me. 
There, in the darkest night of the soul, there in the sweetest songs of victory, Your grace finds me, yes, Your grace 
finds me. 
 

Bridge 
Your great grace, O such grace. Your great grace, O such grace. 
The same for the rich and poor, the same for the saint and for the sinner, enough for this whole wide world: 
Your great grace, O such grace. Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh. 
 

Chorus 3 
So I'm breathing in Your grace and breathing out Your praise. I'm breathing in Your grace. Forever I'll be: breathing 
in Your grace and breathing out Your praise. I'm breathing in Your grace. Forever I'll be: breathing in Your grace and 
breathing out Your praise. I'm breathing in Your grace. Forever I'll be: breathing in Your grace and breathing out 
Your praise. I'm breathing in Your grace. Forever God, forever God! 
 
Ending 
It's the same for the saint and the sinner. It's enough for this whole wide world! Yes, Your grace finds me, yes Your 
grace finds me. 
 

Please see bulletin on next page 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


