A SERVICE OF
LESSONS AND CAROLS

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 1%, 2023 - 10am



Announcements & Prelude

Greeting

The peace of God that surpasses understanding,
the love of Christ that guards our hearts and
minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us take courage in times of uncertainty.
God'’s light will surely shine.

Let us follow wherever God leads.
God'’s guidance is surely true.

Let us receive the Lord anew.
God'’s salvation has surely come.

Come, Lord, Jesus, come. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the
dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us
share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Song: O, Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, bormn this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re mus Do mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: aur. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4: tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion —

to give them a garland instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations.

For | the LORD love justice,

| hate robbery and wrongdoing;

I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with
them.

Their descendants shall be known among the

nations, and their offspring among the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has
blessed.

| will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

First Hymn: Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)

Hark, the Glad Sound!
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I Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, in Sa tan’s
3 He comes the bro ken heart  to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san nas, Prince of  peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - Iy heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’'n’s e - fter nal
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pare a throne and ev ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his  grace to®en - rich the hum ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820



Second Reading: Micah 5:2-4 Second Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, O Little Town of Bethlehem
who are one of the little clans of Judah, n . S ‘ .
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one who is to rule in Israel, O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
whose origin is from of old, For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
] How si - lent-ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
from ancient days. o ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; ) — d' J o . ia i r—— n
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to the peop|e of Israel. A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
. . while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.

cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.

strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
great to the ends of the earth; O  morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



Third Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked.

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder's den.

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his

dwelling shall be glorious.

Third Hymn: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (ELW 272)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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I Lo, how a rose c’er bloom-ing from ten - der  stem hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it,  the rose | have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar -y, who felt  our hu - man
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seers of old  have sung, it came, a flowr so bright, a -
vir - gin moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ty - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a  Sav - ior, when half-spent was  the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Aite catholische geistiiche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1599

2; Hamriet R, Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4



Fourth Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that she has served her term, that her penalty is
paid,

that she has received from the LORD's hand double
for all her sins.

A voice cries out:

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

A voice says, "Cry out!"

And | said, "What shall | cry?"

All people are grass,

their constancy is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are
grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever.

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not
fear; say to the cities of Judah,

"Here is your God!"

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;he will gather
the lambs in his arms,

and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother sheep.

Fourth Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the ecarth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain: John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



Fifth Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 Fifth Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear (ELW

282)
The people who walked in darkness o
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:

For the yoke of their burden, and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
. who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
and the bar across their shoulders, when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,

the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n’sall - gra - cious king.”

3 A - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov - ’ring wing,
and all the garments rolled in blood look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. when peace shallo - ver all the carth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
For a child has been born for us, 0 4 o L
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g . . g The world in sol - emn still-ness lay  to hear the an - gels sing.
aUthorlty rests upon his shoulders; and he is named and ev - er o'er its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
Wonderful Counselor, M|g hty God, Everlasting oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!

and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900



Sixth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

Sixth Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW

289)

Angels We Have Heard on High
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav'n -ly song?

come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the
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Text: French carol: . H. E. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol



John 1:1-14

A reading from the Holy Gospel, according to St.
John, the 15t Chapter (Glory to you, O Lord.)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was
life,” and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world.”

He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own,” and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of the only son of
the Father.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, O Christ.)

Sermon Bishop Craig Satterlee

Seventh Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW
270)

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



Prayers of Intercession (Response: “Receive our prayer.”
Sign of the Peace

Offering / Song Hark the Herald! BLC Bells

Prayer
Let us pray.

Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the
midst of our world. Fill our hearts with the joy of the
angels at your birth.

You come from heaven above to the lowliest of
human conditions. Watch over those in need, the
sick, the hungry, the grieving.

You come from heaven above to walk the way of the
cross. Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness,
mercy, and peace.

You come from heaven above to become flesh and
live among us. May we see your glory, full of grace

and truth. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you
peace. Amen.

Sending Song: Joy to the World (ELW 267)
Joy to the World
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joy. re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.: arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

We give thanks for all those who participated in
this Service of Lessons and Carols!
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Silent Night used with permission from
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Joy to the World arrangement by Wilbur Held.
Performed by Kristie Wiggert.



