Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4

Prelude Music

Thanksgiving for Baptism

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to
joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our
thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace
on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our
journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all
praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Gathering Song: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (please see back page for music)

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie

A/P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

A/P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

A/P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.

A/P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord have mercy.

A/P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.



Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray together,

C: 0 God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection,
that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Children’s Message

First Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating
fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence
of God is love.

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10lIn this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also
ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has
for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.
18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia Sinclair
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.
What a priv’lege to carry ev’rything to God in pray’r.

Gospel: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide
in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

P: Areading from... C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said: 1l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the
word that | have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 51 am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in



me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon - Pastor Paul

Song of the Day: Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (please see back page for music)

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the

living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

Communion Songs: Now the Green Blade Rises (please see back page for music)
When Peace like a River (please see back page for music)

Final Blessing

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life,
Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen



Dismissal

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

A: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Sending Song: My Lighthouse

In my wrestling and in my doubts, in my failures, You won’t walk out.
Your great love will lead me through;

You are the peace in my troubled sea,

whoa oh, You are the peace in my troubled sea.

In the silence, You won’t let go. In the questions, Your truth will hold.
Your great love will lead me through;

You are the peace in my troubled sea,

whoa oh, You are the peace in my troubled sea.

My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse shining in the darkness, | will follow You!
Oh, my Lighthouse, my Lighthouse, | will trust the promise:
You will carry me safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore.

| won’t fear what tomorrow brings. With each morning, I’ll rise and sing.
My God’s love will lead me through;

You are the peace in my troubled sea,

whoa oh, You are the peace in my troubled sea.

My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse shining in the darkness, | will follow You!
Oh, my Lighthouse, my Lighthouse, | will trust the promise:
You will carry me safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore.

Fire before us, You’re the brightest. You will lead us through the storms.
Fire before us, You’re the brightest. You will lead us through the storms.
Fire before us, You’re the brightest. You will lead us through the storms.
Fire before us, You’re the brightest. You will lead us through the storms.

My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse shining in the darkness, | will follow You!
Oh, my Lighthouse, my Lighthouse, | will trust the promise:
You will carry me safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore.



389

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
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Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 EARTH AND ALL STARS

Music: David N. Johnson, 19221987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House
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Now the Green Blade Rises
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Text © Oxford University Press
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TRUST, GUIDANCE When Peace like a River
785 It Is Well with My Soul
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Text: Horatio G, Spafford, 18281888 VILLE DU HAVRE
Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 118 119 and refrain
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Altar Flowers have returned! Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for a Sunday service. You
may use the sign-up poster in the Narthex by signing on the date you request. Then fill out a pink slip
with the necessary information and place it and a check for $40 (payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church
or BLC) in the Administration Assistant’s mailbox near the church office entrance. You may select either
“in honor” or “in memory” or “to celebrate”. If someone has already signed on the date you would

like, feel free to add your name — we welcome more than one on a Sunday.

Today’s altar flowers are donated by: by Jason and Shelly (Carpenter) Nellist in honor of their wedding
on May 3.

"Zoom Bible Study” gathering via Zoom is on a break right now_ Our current study is on Paul’s letter to
the Philippians from Augsburg Fortress. Besides the thought-provoking discussions, we also have great

conversation and fellowship. Please contact Pr. Paul if you are interested in joining.

The BLC book club will meet via ZOOM at 5:30 on Tues May 25. We will be discussing This Tender Land
by William Kent Krueger. The author lives in Minnesota where BLC book club founders Dave and Laurie

Gabel now reside. They have graciously agreed to lead the discussion of this amazing book. If you are
not already on the list and want to be added to the group for May just send your email to Cindy Monroe
at cmonroe@chartermi.net.

Summer is just around the corner and here at Bethlehem we're planning a new exciting VBS
Adventure not only for your kids...but for the entire family! Are you looking for a safe, friendly and fun

environment that you can all enjoy together? Then sign up today for Great Bible Reef One Day VBS!
This outdoor fun-filled vacation bible school is for the young and the young at heart for one day only on
Sunday, June 27th 2PM - 5:45PM.

Registration is going on now until the June 13th deadline! For more information or to register for VBS,
go to myvbs.org/blcvbs2021 or reach out to Annie Slabaugh at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org or
231.947.9880 extension 16!




The MAY issue of the STAR is ready! This is an early publication so we can include Holy Week and
Easter information. Feel free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org < About Us > “The Online

Bethlehem Star” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-bethlehem-star-
newsletter

The outdoor “Shooting STAR Dispenser” at BLC is now full with several paper publications, including the
May STAR and the current week’s worship folder/bulletin. If you would like a copy of a DVD, please
contact the church and one will be produced for you.

Drive My Way, the driver’s ed school using Bethlehem’s facility is in need of experienced driver’s ed
teachers. If you are experienced or know someone who is experienced, please contact Mark or Ashley
Ingraham, the Father/Daughter Team; Drive My Way Driver Education; (231)492-6612. Time and pay
are negotiable.

Christ in Our Home Devotionals for available for April/May/June. They can be picked up at the name

tag table on Sunday mornings, from the STAR box below the outside mailbox, or during parking lot

communion. The newest Living Lutheran magazine is also available in the same locations.

A big thank you to those who have turned in Oleson’s receipts. For 2020, we received a total of $545.66.
Please continue saving your Oleson’s receipts for Bethlehem. Please drop them off in the bin under the
mailbox counter. Thanks.

Calling all Knitters!! There is an overabundance of yarn skeins in the bin under the mailboxes in the

narthex. PLEASE feel free to grab some to make hats, mittens, prayer shawls, etc.! The yarn is sorted
according to kind, so you can be sure to find something appropriate for whatever project you have in
mind. Questions? Call Betty R. (947-1013)

Keep "Hope Spreading": Don't forget our blog "Hope Spreads Further" is still going strong! We’ve had

many very inspiring entries and hope to read more. We invite you to help us build this blog or just read
current entries at http://www.bethlehemtc.org/hope-spreads-further. Reach out to Pastor Paul at

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org if you’'d like to contribute to the blog!



