MAY 2019

Website: www.bethlehemtc.org
Email: bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org
Building Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Worship Times:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Office Hours
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

5 pm Celebrate! Worship
8:30 am Traditional Worship
9:45 am Education Hour
11 am Modern Worship
Communion at all services

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth
ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care,
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship
experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus
at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

“My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish.” – John 10:27-28

Dear friends,
We are very much in preparatory mode for what is next – in May and in the next few months at
Bethlehem, as Alexis leaves for YAGM and new staffing and ministry areas materialize. I had
hoped to be able to give you a better idea of the landscape of our staffing and ministry moving
forward by the time the May STAR went to print, but we have a few key forks in the road to
meet and surpass before we can present our strategy for Y2A, intern possibilities and our vision
for the next few years.
The good news is that the Spirit is beginning to provide us with some real concrete possibilities:
whether it be people interested in helping out, or programs that we had not thought of before.
So please stay tuned.
The above scripture passage from John 10 is the gospel lesson for the weekend of May 12th. But
it is also a wonderful affirmation that whatever we do, Christ is looking out for us, and that –
with belief and vision for the future, through Christ – we can be confident in life everlasting:
now and beyond.
Here are afew bullet points to consider for the next few months:
• Our previously announced May adult ed. series will be replaced on May 19th with Game Day
for the kiddos and an adult ed. forum between services that Sunday and/or Saturday to
provide an update and Q&A for our sense of vision moving forward.
• Bethlehem will be renewing its 2010 challenge to invest in expanded ministry at BLC, with a
special financial and visionary plea to the congregation – either in late spring/early summer,
or the fall. Can you believe that it has almost been 10 years since we looked at inspiring the
congregation to think boldly about ministry for all ages from a stewardship standpoint?
• You might be wondering how you can help Bethlehem at ta time with resources and
leadership (both volunteer and staffed) are in need more than ever. Focusing on the future,
and helping us become more sustainable, are wonderful ways to contribute.
Whatever we decide to do, we do it with confidence in Christ and love for neighbor. And we
grow together.
In peace,
Pr. Paul

Happy Spring, BLC!!
This month of May brings us plenty of events, joys,
and general busyness as we round out the school year schedule!
UPCOMING MAY EVENTS
•
•
•
•
•

Confirmation Retreat, May 3rd/4th @Feast of Victory (Acme)
YAGM Temple Talk, May 4th/5th @Bethlehem (all services)
High School Retreat, May 17th—19th @Immanuel (Suttons Bay)
BLUES Hiking Trip, May 31st, meeting @ Bethlehem
HS Night Finale, date/location TBD!

IMPORTANT SUMMER DATES
•
Week 1: Stony Lake Camp—June 16th- 21st
•
Parking Lot Fundraiser—June 29th - July 6th
•
High School Mission Trip—July 6th - 12th
•
Vacation Bible School—July 22nd - 26th
Please check out the dates above… This summer is going to be a BUSY ONE! We are specifically looking
for help with our VBS program! As always, if you have questions please get a hold of me! J
YAGM Update: I will be headed to CENTRAL EUROPE this August as a Young Adult in Global Mission
volunteer! I will be delivering a Temple Talk on May 4th and 5th to discuss general details, and hosting a
fundraiser luncheon here at Bethlehem on May 11th from 12pm-3pm with a more-in-depth description
of YAGM and what my year will look like. I’d love to see you there!
Will you pray with me?
Gracious and Loving God, you have blessed us with so many incredible people in our midst! Planners,
doers, peacemakers, creative minds, steady workers, and Christ-like servants… all with loving hearts!
Show us today and every day how we can come to know you better through our acts of service to the
church and to one another. We pray that you might hold our congregation and our youth in your hands as
we encounter some big transitions this year and in the years to follow. We trust in you, Lord! You are our
strength, now and forever. Amen.

Peace and Blessings,
Alexis Steig
Director of Youth and Outreach
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, TC, MI
alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org

May 2019 Christian Education News
DON’T MISS OUT!!
We have just 3 sessions left in our 2018-2019 Sunday School
season! Sunday School opening runs from 9:45-10:00am every
Sunday morning before the children are dismissed to their
classes. Please join us for an introduction to the day’s lesson,
songs, birthday celebrations, offering, and special prayers!
Our final Sunday School will be 5/19/2019, and we will
conclude the season with a special celebration that includes
our regular opening from approximately 9:45-10:00am
followed by fun games and activities to close out our
fantastic season.
Although we’ve concluded our official Sunday School season, there
will still be children’s activities this summer during the 11:00am late
service, starting Sunday, June 2nd.
Children are invited to “The Well” during a brief portion of the
service while the adults enjoy Pastor’s message.
BLUES season-end activity Friday 5/31/2019:
Students in 3rd-6th grade are invited to bring their families to our
final BLUES activity this season! We will be hiking together (location
still to be determined) and then returning to church for dinner as a
group. Please see Alexis Steig for more details about this exciting
season-end event!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS):
VBS runs 7/22 to 7/26 this summer!
We had our first introductory meeting on Sunday 4/28 @ 10am, but
we’re still looking for many more volunteers even if you couldn’t
attend!
We will have two more full-group planning meetings:
6/09 @ 12:30pm (safety, guidelines, emergencies, etc.)
7/21 @ 12:30pm (*final* strategizing meeting)
Contact Alexis Steig or Laura Acker for more details and to learn all
the different opportunities for involvement!
BIBLES FOR (3rd Grade) STUDENTS: Classes start in April and are for
any student 3rd-6th grade that has not yet received a Bible. This 4week “mini-course” during the Sunday School hour (from
10:00-10:45, after SS opening) is a great introduction to our Lord’s
Word and concludes 5/12 with a special presentation to the
students! See Dianne Blair for details.

“NOISY OFFERING”
To help with our VBS fudraising, we will be taking a “Noisy Offering”
at all three services on the weekend of June 8th (5pm) and June 9th
(8:30am, 11:00am).
All we’re asking is for any spare pocket change you might have to
help fill our buckets, so clean out those couch cushions, car doors,
jacket pockets, or anywhere you keep extra coins, and we’ll jingle
our baskets very loudly to thank you for each and every donation!

JOIN US FOR SPRING FLING FRIDAY, MAY 10 @6:30PM
Enjoy a chicken dinner, and a Celebration of All God’s Crittters. Be part of a parade,
sharing a stuffed toy, carving, ceramic, or picture version of your special critter. (No LIVE
Critters. We will also hear some humorous and touching stories about critters. Cost is
$7.00 for adults and $4.00 for 12 & under. Make your reservations May 5 in the gathering
space. We are also looking for men who would like to serve and help clean up.

SEE THE BACK AD PAGE
In the 2019 budget, we created a couple small line items for new revenue/contributions to address
our tight budget moving forward. One of those ideas is hosting an “Ad Page” on the back page of
the STAR newsletter. We have volunteers who will help make this happen and would like to get
the word out that if you or someone you know would like publicity for an organization or business,
we will offer 1/16th of a page for $25/month or 1/8 page for $50/month or 1/4 page for $80. A
parishioner with graphic design experience has graciously offered members a free, one time layout
for their ad (i.e. the equivalent of about 20 minutes of work to get set up) and another member
has offered to lay out the page. Our bookkeeper, Phil Anderson will track and document the
contributions/donations to help us move forward. Please contact Renae Wells
616-204-8900/wellsrenae17411@gmail.com and/or Barbara Wright
231-735-3227/mzbright9006@yahoo.com in the office if you are interested.
Your Stewardship Committee
Revamped Sew-Pieceful-Quilters
We are looking forward to having new and long-time quilters join us for an easy quilt project. If you
can sew a straight seam, you’re “in.”
Our May meeting will be on the 17th since the Spring Fling is on the 10th. We will be making an easy
tote bag. (If time allows that will be posed also with the fabric needs).
No need to buy all the quilting needs, like cutting boards, rotary cutter, rulers, etc. if you are a
beginner. We’ll share ours until you know you want to continue quilting. Just bring your sew machine
and thread.
Would you like to try us out? You are most welcome to join us. If you have any questions, please call
Suzanne Lehto (223-7187) or Tracey Moyer (276-6222). Hope to see you April 12 & May 17,
10am-1pm.

SEEKING MEMBERS: Please consider sharing a bit of your time, input, talent, and LOVE for BLC. The
following groups could use your help: The Stewardship Committee (Chair Barbara Wright
231-735-3227), The Altar Guild (Barbara Oster 231-668-7038), and Y2A (needs parents of youth and
children for future programming) (Alexis Steig—Church office).
COMMUNION PARTIES AT BAY RIDGE: Once a month, (currently on the second Wednesday at
2pm) Pastor Paul, John and Jan Stretlien, and occasionally other folks, go to Bay Ridge to offer a
Communion Party to the residents. This happens at 2:00 pm and there are songs, communion, a
short sermon and fellowship with coffee and cookies after. The congregation is welcome to attend!
J

Reminder---All are welcome at our Council Meetings: Tuesday, May 21 at 6 pm.
There is a time slot for guests to speak at the beginning of the meeting.
DEADLINE FOR COUNCIL REPORTS IS WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
March & YTD 2019 Financial Update
March actual income of $36,935 was $6,646 above budgeted income of $30,289.
March actual expense of $37,596 was $569 over budgeted expense of $37,027.
March was budgeted to have a deficit of $6,738. The actual deficit was $661. This was an
improvement of $6,077 against budget. March was a very good month for income.
YTD income of $97,517 is $5,199 above budgeted income of $92,318.
YTD expense of $101,287 was $1,704 over budgeted expense of $99,583.
YTD we budgeted to have a deficit of $7,265 as of the end of March. Our actual deficit is
$3,770 which means we are $3,495 ahead of where we budgeted to be at this point in time.
A good March follows a poor January and February which shows the typical ups and downs
many church budgets experience. So as we close out our first quarter of 2019 we are doing
well, but need to maintain a strong level of giving to close out the year with a zero deficit.

Embarking on a New Career Path as a
YAGM in Central Europe!
That’s an acronym for
Young Adult(s) in Global Mission.

The ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program invites ELCA young adults ages
21-29 into a transformative, year-long journey in international service. As they offer
themselves in service, ELCA young adults are shaped by the witness of our global
neighbors. They share in the journeys of companion churches and organizations in one of
nine countries around the world. The ELCA sends 80+ volunteers abroad each year.
A year of service through the Young Adults in Global Mission program invites young
adults to become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, providing critical support to
ministries and projects in communities of need. It also invites volunteers into a journey of
self-reflection, providing space to consider their sense of identity, God’s work in the world,
and their place within it all.
Young adults serve in the spirit of accompaniment, walking alongside global
companions in a manner that practices mutuality, interdependence and solidarity. Areas
of service include health and development, congregational ministry, human rights,
education, homelessness, addiction recovery, women’s issues and children and youth. All
site placements provide opportunities for young adults to confront issues of wealth and
poverty, racial privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all through the lens of faith.
Current YAGM programs include: The United Kingdom, Argentina/Uruguay, Australia,
Central Europe, Jerusalem/West Bank, Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda, and Senegal.

Alexis has a sponsorship page on the ELCA/Global Mission web site, so you can aid in
her financial support if you would like to do that.
(http://support.elca.org/goto/alexissteig)
Her official Bethlehem leave-date is July 31st for service starting in August.
If you have more questions, feel free to talk with Carolyn Mann
Or give her a call at 231-995-9035.

Has taken its meetings into the Community. We now meet on
the 4th Tuesday at 5:30 at the Cottage Café (During the summer
only back at church. You can choose a meal or just join in the
discussion. ALL ARE WELCOME & bring a friend.

XYZ

Our last XYZ for this season will be Thursday, May 16. Pot luck lunch will be a noon. The
program will be presented by Scott Lane, the representative from our new baseball team,
the Cherry Spitters. Please feel free to bring friends and family members. Address your
questions to Butch or Jan at 31-271-3802 or etwaisanen@centurytel.net.
A HUGE THANK YOU FOR THE OLESON’S RECEIPTS: Please continue to bring in your Oleson’s
cash register receipts. We recently received a check for $247.33. Thanks to all, especially
Oleson’s.
Finger-Food Fellowship!
Any person or group can sign up to bring Cookies or a Finger Food (requiring only a napkin) to serve
on Sunday. One tray needs to be ready after both Sunday Services with someone to clean up after
late service. PLEASE WRITE DOWN YOUR DATE—there is no reminder system for this. A wonderful
ministry for members, but also to welcome visitors. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.

SHOP AT FAMILY FARE AND HELP
RAISE MONEY FOR QUILTS!!
Shop at Family Fare, 905 E. 8th Street here in Traverse City (or at any Family Fare in the area) and help
raise money for quilts!
To warm others with more than a prayers,
save register receipts when you shop Family Fare!
Lutheran World Relief quilters need help from you.
Bring Family Fare receipts to us that you could do.
This helps raise money for the supplies it will take…
for fabric, thread, and shipping necessary for the quilts we make!
Questions? Please call Betty Rutila at 231-947-1013

The Worship & Music Committee has restored the
custom of honoring new members of the family of God
with a rose at the Altar. Those who wish to celebrate
their new child or grandchild can contact the church
office. The cost is $10.00 to be submitted to the church
office, or labeled as such and placed in the collection
plate. The rose and vase can be taken by the family after
the 11:00 service on Sunday.
Musicality
Another way to support your Bethlehem Music
Department is to join one of the music groups.
Depending on the one you join, you could be a part of
services every 2 months, once a month, once every
three weeks, or about every other week. They all
have different schedules. What fits you best?
Your choices are steel pans, bells, Worship Team, and
choir. They rehearse once a week with trained
directors and really build up quite a comradery. It’s
fun. Think about it.
Did you know Love In the Name of Christ has a Medical Equipment Loan
Ministry? If you, a friend or a family members needs a wheelchair, walker,
cane, bathroom equipment or more, we can help! We have closet
locations at Christ the King in Acme, Grace Episcopal mid-town, St. Patrick
in the Grawn area and at the Love INC offices on East Front Street. Call
941-5683 to speak with us about a loan or a donation of equipment.
Thanks to our partnership you can have love and care at home!

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is always looking for volunteers:
1. Skilled/Unskilled volunteers to serve as site coaches leading and teaching
groups of volunteers in finish carpentry. No experience necessary.
2. Committee Members. Time commitment is about three hours a month.
Committees needing members are Faith Relations, Family Selection and
Events.
3. Re-Store volunteers / Donation drives / Pickup and Delivery
4. Lunch volunteers to feed construction site crews.
5. Deconstruction teams to salvage materials to be sold at the Re-Sale Store.
If you’re interested in helping out, please call Michelle Reichert at 231-941-4663

Health
Concerns*
Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Hazel Lautner, Tom Miller,
Margie Whitney, Jo Hasse, Mary Gordon, Ruth Boerman,
Pastor Dan Deutsch, EllieTacke, Bev Attwood, Cheryl Clark,
Arline & Roy Stowe, Kate Holtfreter, Priscilla Thompson,
Marlene Baesch, Alvin Kober, Bill Gourdie, Dee Springer, Bill Gibson, Lynn
Hoyt, Jacque Rossfeld, Jan Waisanen, Maggie Pearce,
Molly Eastman, Harper Wiemerslage, and Brenda Denoyer
Grand Traverse Pavilions: Bev Attwood, Bill Gourdie
Homebound: Hazel Lautner, Ruth Boerman
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney
French Manor LaFranier: Jo Hasse, Roy & Arline Stowe
French Manor: Mary Gordon
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme): Priscilla Thompson
Hospital Visits: Please let the church office know if you are going
into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so
Pastor Paul can visit you.
BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.
For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.net

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear

on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call
the church office at 947-9880.
Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PAGE
HONORING GOD’S CREATION

Congratulations are in order for Norm Fred!
This was from a recent Facebook news post from the Adams chapter of the Trout Unlimited
organization:
“Michigan Trout Unlimited awarded Norm Fred, chairman of Boardman River Clean Sweep, its
Order of the Hexagenia award on April 20 th , 2019. The Hexagenia award honors those who
have made a “positive contribution to cold water fisheries in the State of Michigan in a non-TU
capacity.” Greg Walz, chairman of Michigan Trout Unlimited and Jim Cantril presented the
award.
After receiving the award, Norm Fred gave a presentation to the Michigan Trout Unlimited
Council on stream and dockside recycling bins for monofilament fishing line. Over the last 15
years, Norman “Norm” Fred and his Boardman River Clean Sweep (BRCS) (http://
www.brcleansweep.org/) organization has, in a term, become a force of nature on behalf of
northern Lower Michigan’s rivers by removing each year’s accumulation of refuse tossed by
careless paddlers and anglers…”
For the full article, visit https://www.facebook.com/pg/AdamsChapterTU/posts/

We’re proud of you, Norm, and thankful for all you do to honor God’s Creation!

THIS PAGE IS WAITING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE
CONGREGATION. EX. Gardening, Recycling, Saving the Planet.
Please email to admin@bethlehemtc.org and indicate you
would like your ideas in the Monthly Star

FIRST PLACE AWARD WINNING CHILI—NORM FRED
BRUNSWICK CHILI—Yields 1.5 Gallon
For the sauce (use 2½ quart pan), melt ¼ cup butter. Add, stir, and
blend until smooth: 3½ cups Heinz Ketchup (8 oz), ¼ cup French’s
yellow mustard (2 oz)And ½ cup White Vinegar.
Add, stir, & blend until smooth: 1 T. chopped Garlic, 1 t. Coarse
Ground Black Pepper, ¼ t. crushed red pepper flakes, 1 oz. Liquid
Smoke, 2 oz. Worcestershire sauce, 1 oz. Crystal Hot Sauce (or ½ oz.
Tabasco), 1 T Lemon juice (from concentrate is OK. DO NOT ALLOW
TO BURN.
To this mixture, add, stir, and blend till smooth: 1/3 cup Dark Brown
Sugar. STIR CONSTANTLY & increase heat to simmer (DO NOT BOIL)
for approximately 10 minutes. Yield about 7 cups. Set aside or
simmer on low to make it better. (Smells amazing)
In a 2 gallon pot, melt: ¼ cup butter. Add 3 cups small diced
Potatoes, 1 cup Diced Onion, 1 can (10 ½ oz.) Chicken Broth, 1 lb.
baked shredded Chicken (dark & white), 1 lb. smoked shredded pork
(both meats purchased from BBQ joint). Bring to a rolling boil until
potatoes are near done.
Add 2 cans (14 ½ oz. each) Stewed Tomatoes (completely drained &
chopped), 1 can (14 ½ oz) Black Beans (drained & rinsed), 1 16 oz.
Can Drained Lima Beans, 2 (14-15 oz) Cans Drained Corn.
Add prepared sauce & slow simmer for 2 hours.
Freezes well.

2nd PLACE CHILI—SANDY PARKINSON
CREAMY WHITE CHICKEN CHILI
1 LB boneless skinless chicken breast trimmed of excess fat
1 Yellow Onion diced
2 cloves garlic diced
16-24oz chicken broth (depends on how thick you like it)
2 15 oz cans Great Northern Beans or Cannellini Beans—drained & rinsed
2 4 oz cans mild diced green chilis 1 15 oz can whole kernel corn drained
1 t. salt, ½ t. black pepper, 1 t cumin, ¾ t. oregano, ½ t chili powder
4 oz cream cheese
½ cup half & half
Spray slow cooker or Instant Pot insert with nonstick spray. Place chicken
breast on the bottom and cover with spices. Top with all but last ingredients.
Cover and cook on low for 8 hours (or 30 minutes on high in Instant Pot—
normal pressure release 15 minutes)
Remove chicken and shred and return to cooker. Add last 2 ingredients and
cook till sauce is creamy and slightly thickened. Serve with desired toppings.

3RD PLACE CHILI—SHARON WELLER
CHIPOTLE CHILI
1 lb. Ground Beef
1 small yellow onion diced
2-15 oz. cans tomato sauce
1 15 oz. can light red kidney beans
Chili Powder

Lawrey’s Seasoned Salt
2-14.5 oz. cans diced tomatoes
1 15 oz can dark red kidney beans
1-16 oz. can Bush’s Mild Chili Beans
Chipotle Seasoning

Sprinkle the ground beef with Lawrey’s and brown in large dutch oven.
Simmer until most of the liquid is cooked off. Add onions and cook till
translucent. Add all but last 2 ingredients, combine and simmer. Add
regular chili powder and chipotle seasoning to taste. Serve with sour
cream & cheddar cheese, if desired.

BLC Contacts

PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Sharon Weller

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil Anderson

bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Sharon Weller, Music Director

sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org

Alexis Steig, Youth & Outreach Director

alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org

Website

www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council
Jim Parkinson, President

president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Chuck Ardingo, Vice President

vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Tim Fox, Secretary

secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Dave Peppler, Treasurer

treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Shelly McAllister, Financial Sec.

Secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Phil Anderson, Bethlehem Vision

Bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Jan Stretlien, Christian Care Giving

christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Graf, Christian Ed.

christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Chuck Ardingo, Fellowship

fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism

membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Chuck Ardingo, Property

property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Wright, Stewardship

stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Nancy Downer, Worship and Music

worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Graf, Youth/Y2A

youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,
Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

1029 Carver Street
Traverse City, MI 49686
(231) 947-7670
Fax (231) 947-7199
www.deweesehardware.com

3733 Blair Townhall Road - Traverse City, MI 49684
Ph: 231.943.8781 - Fax: 231.943.9146
www.bloxsomroofing.com

