
Reformation Sunday   
October 25, 2020 
 
 

Stewardship Temple Talk (Carl Lehto)  
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 
 
A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your 
covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 
Verse 1 
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation 
glorious.  The old satanic foe has sworn to work is woe! With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.  On 
earth he has no equal. 
 
Verse 2 
No strength of ours shall match his might! We would be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes to fight, whom 
God himself elected.  You ask who that may be?  The Lord of hosts is he!  Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, 
adored.  He holds the field victorious. 
 
Verse 3 
Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat’ning to devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot 
overpow’r us.  Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage!  His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must 
prevail!  One little word subdues him. 
 
Verse 4 
God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God himself fights by our side with weapons of 
the Spirit.  Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child or spouse, though life be wrenched away, they cannot 
win the day.  The kingdom’s ours forever. 
 
 

First Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings 
make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through 
the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” 
by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 



God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove 
at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what 
becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a 
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 1 
 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the 
seats of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 

Gospel:  John 8:31-36 
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people 
free from sin. 
 
P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and 
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace / Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Announcements / Confirmation Video / Final Blessing / Dismissal 
 
P:  Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
C:  Amen. 
 
A:  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessed Be Your Name 
 
Verse 1 
Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful,  
where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your name. 
 
Verse 2 
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place,  
though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise. When the darkness closes in Lord, still I will say,  
 
Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 
Verse 3 
Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me, 
when the world's “all as it should be,” blessed be Your name. 
 
Verse 4 
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering, 
though there's pain in the offering, blessed be Your name. 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise. When the darkness closes in Lord, still I will say,  
 
Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 
 
Bridge 
You give and take away, You give and take away. 
My heart will choose to say, “Lord blessed be Your name.” (Sing twice) 
 
Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 



 


