
First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 
 
 

Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P:  Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures 
forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 
 
P:  Loving and forgiving God, 
C:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O 
God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— free from all 
that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ 
comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Verse 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Verse 4 
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell your people save, and give them 
vict’ry o’er the grave.  Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Verse 5 
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our hev’nly home; make safe the way that leads on high, and close 
the path to misery. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Verse 6 
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice now draw near.  Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and 
death’s dark shadow put to flight.  Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Verse 8 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
C: And also with you! 



Prayer of the Day 
 
A:  Let us pray together,  
C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of 
our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Children’s Message 
 
First Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them 
through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so 
that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel:  Mark 13:24-37 
 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering. 
 
P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and 
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But 
about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Paul 
 
 



Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace / Interlude 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Final Blessing 
 
P:  The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected 
Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
 
A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Open Up the Heavens 
 
Verse 1: We've waited for this day. We're gathered in Your Name, calling out to You. 
Your glory like a fire, awakening desire, will burn our hearts with truth. 
 
Pre-Chorus: You're the reason we're here. You're the reason we're singing. 
 
Chorus: Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, 
filling every part of our praise. 
 
Verse 2: Your presence in this place, Your glory on our face, we're looking to the sky. 
Descending like a cloud, You're standing with us now. Lord unveil our eyes. 
 
Pre-Chorus: You're the reason we're here. You're the reason we're singing.  
       



Chorus: Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, 
filling every part of our praise. (Repeat) 
 
Bridge:  Show us, show us Your glory. Show us show us, Your power.  Show us, show us Your glory Lord. (Repeat) 
 
Chorus: Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, 
filling every part of our praise. (Repeat)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 


