Epiphany of Our Lord

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 8, 2023 — 10 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Welcome to All! We are glad that you are able to
worship with us today. Please fill out a connection
card in the pews if you like. During the service,
we will sit or stand in reverence to our Lord. Please
do what is physically comfortable and reverent for you. For those who are
unable to receive Communion near the altar and wish to have the Pastor
administer it at your seat, please obtain a red and white card from one of the
ushers and hold it up at Communion time to alert the Pastor. If you or a little
one would like to receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, we invite you
to come forward and cross your arms at the time of Communion. Please feel
free to introduce yourself to our Pastor and fill out one of the Visitor cards
available at our Welcome Table in the Gathering Place.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 3, page 138
Pre-Worship Music/Announcements

Prelude
GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Word made flesh,
our life and our salvation.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of life,

C: ... you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call
us to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often
we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture
conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on
us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we
are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore



our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the
hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In *+ Jesus we are forgiven and
redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of
God.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn As We Gather at Your Table ELW # 522

Greeting

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

Kyrie (lead by Pastor Paul)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Hymn of Praise Glory to God
Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lambof God,

|- I M | 1]
E@Mﬂtﬁ_"_} e —— A —— | MU —— m—-]
- F F — N o @ o]
you take a-way the sin  of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re-ceive our prayer.



For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray together...

C: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our
lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message Pr Paul

WORD
First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the
light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the
profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby
declare God’s praise.

1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. 2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up
your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’
arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalmody Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in
righteousness.

4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and
crush the oppressor.

5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to
another.

6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers
that water the earth.

7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the
kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the
oppressed, and those who have no helper.

13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the
needy.

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and
precious is their blood in his sight.

Second Lesson Ephesians 3:1-12

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known
through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and
Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you
to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations
this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to
the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.

8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make
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everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia
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Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal  life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new
king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah
of Israel.

C: ...Glory to you, O Lord...

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.

5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd
my people Israel.” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
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joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Paul Busekist
Hymn of the Day Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW #303
Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession: response after each petition: “Hear our prayer”
(Before prayer) A: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the
world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.
(Conclusion) P: Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ
Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.

C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace (Let us give one another a sign of peace according to your
comfort level.)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
MEAL

Offering (Please be seated.)

Offering Song: Zeke Clemons



Offertory (Please stand, as able.) Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.

C: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ,
the Word made flesh. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.



Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn...

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is good.
**Please note: Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available.



Communion Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Communion Hymns
Around You, O Lord Jesus ELW #468
I Received the Living God ELW #4777

Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C: Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle

Thankful Hearts
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev-'ry-one what God has done.

Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ's ho - ly name.

9]
- — e PR ) P— — !
@iﬂ'—r—?—a—p—gtjww_ e

Send us with your prom-is - es and lead your peo-ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - Iu

Prayer after Communion

A: Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as
messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

SENDING
Blessing

P: God bless you and keep you, *+ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the
Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Song Remember and Rejoice ELW #454

Dismissal
A: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

1050 Peninsula Drive

Bethlehem January 8, 2023 Traverse City, Ml 49686

LUTHERAN CHURCH (231) 947-9880

www.bethlehemtc.org
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
1/08—Cecilia Kurkowski 1/14—)udy Fenton
1/10—Patti Friedli 1/15—Noah Froehlich
1/13—Brian Acker

Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am — 2:30pm, Monday — Thursday.

Pledges: As Bethlehem Lutheran Church prepares for a new year, it is important to
know what support we can depend on from our congregation members. By knowing
what you are willing to commit financially, we are able to better plan for the future. If
you have already turned in your pledge card, we sincerely thank you. If you have not,
please prayerfully consider doing so in the coming weeks. Even though December
2022 has passed, please be assured that we will happily accept your pledge at any
time in 2023.

Jim Monroe, Financial Secretary, Phil Anderson, Bookkeeper
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IMPORTANT NOTICE Due to manufacturing problems and supply shortages, our
supplier for your giving envelopes, Church Budget Envelope Company, has informed
me that they will be late with our order for 2023 giving envelopes. They are working
hard to get caught up with orders but cannot provide me with a guaranteed ship date.
As a result, we ask that you place your contribution in a standard envelope. Please
include your name on the envelope so we can properly record your contribution. On
behalf of our supplier, | apologize for the delay and assure you that everything
possible is being done to fulfill our order. Thank you for your patience and
understanding, Phil Anderson, Bookkeeper

COVID: Please note that masks are required for unvaccinated persons in worship and
highly encouraged for those who are vaccinated.

Today’s altar flowers are donated by: Phil Anderson in Memory of Karen Anderson

Offerings: The offering plates are now passed during the service. The vase in the back
of the Sanctuary is still available for those who prefer not to touch the offering plate.

Third Thursday: The next Third Thursday service will be a service of Holden Evening
Prayer on January 19th at 7:00pm. The service will be livestreamed.

The January issue of the STAR is now available. For current issues of the Star, feel
free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org < About Us > “The Online Bethlehem
Star” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-
bethlehem-star-newsletter.

Looking for a link to last month’s full Council minutes? Type this address/url into your
web browser to get the latest approved minutes from Council:
bethlehemtc.org/Council-Minutes  OR you may call the office to request a copy.

Prayer Requests:

e Prayer Chain: Please contact Jan Stretlien at jstretlien@gmail.com or 231-947-
3265

e Prayers read from the altar: Please call Administrative Assistant in the church
office 231-947-9880

Celebrate a new child in your life with a rose on the baptismal font! Cost $10.00 per
rose. Contact Barbara Oster at beo6475@yahoo.com or 231.668.7038.

Tom and Beverly Christensen have given a beautiful tree from their property to
Bethlehem for the sanctuary Christmas tree. Bethlehem owes them a huge thank
you for sharing the bounty of their land. THANK YOU.

The four beautiful wreathes on the sanctuary windows have been donated to
Bethlehem by Jan Schmidt. She too is deserving of a big THANK YOU from everyone.
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