Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to
joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our
thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace
on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our
journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all
praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (Please see back page for music –
verses 1, 2, 7 and 8)
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A/P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A/P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A/P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A/P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A/P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall
be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with others, not
just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments.
16We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and
yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do
what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 23
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running
over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is
willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus said: 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my

own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from
my Father.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Pastor Paul
Song of the Day: Shepherd Me, O God (please see back page for music)
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Communion Song: Taste and See
Let Us Break Bread Together – ELW #471
Final Blessing
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Sending Song: Hear the Call of the Kingdom
Hear the call of the kingdom, lift your eyes to the King;
Let His song rise within you as a fragrant offering
of how God, rich in mercy, came in Christ to redeem
all who trust in His unfailing grace.
Hear the call of the kingdom, to be children of light
with the mercy of heaven the humility of Christ;
Walking justly before Him, loving all that is right,
that the life of Christ may shine through us.
King of heaven, we will answer the call.
We will follow, bringing hope to the world,
filled with passion, filled with power to
proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name.
Hear the call of the kingdom, to reach out to the lost
with the Father’s compassion in the wonder of the cross,
bringing peace and forgiveness, and a hope yet to come:
let the nations put their trust in Him.
King of heaven, we will answer the call.
We will follow, bringing hope to the world,
filled with passion, filled with power to
proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name,
King of heaven, we will answer the call.
We will follow, bringing hope to the world,
filled with passion, filled with power to
proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name,
salvation in Jesus’ name,
salvation in Jesus’ name.

