Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2020

Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

A: Let us pray together,

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Thine the Amen

Verse 1
Thine the amen, thine the praise, alleluias angels raise. Thine the everlasting head, thine the breaking of the bread.
Thine the glory, thine the story, thine the harvest, then the cup. Thine the vineyard, then the cup is lifted up, lifted

up.

Verse 2

Thine the life eternally, thine the promise let there be. Thine the vision, thine the tree, all the earth on bended knee.
Gone the nailing, gone the railing, gone the pleading, gone the cry. Gone the sighing, gone the dying, what was loss
lifted high.

Verse 3
Thine the truly, thine the yes, thine the table, we the guest. Thine the mercy all from thee, thine the glory yet to be.
Then the ringing and the singing, then the end of all the war. Thine the living, thine the loving, evermore, evermore.

Verse 4

Thine the kingdom, thine the prize, thine the wonderful surprise. Thine the banquet, then the praise, then the justice
of thy ways. Thine the glory, thine the story, then the welcome to the least. Then the wonder all increasing, at thy
feast, at thy feast.

Verse 5
Thine the glory in the night, no more dying, only light. Thine the rive,r thine the tree, then the Lamb eternally. Then
the holy, holy, holy, celebration jubilee. Thine the splendor, thine the brightness, only thee, only thee.

First Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship
he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

Paul writes: *°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: Scircumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains | had, these |
have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing



value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. *°l want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, "if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead. >Not that | have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. ®Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring
about the fulfillment of scripture.

P: Areading from... C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said to the people: 3“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another

country. 3*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 3°But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3°Again he sent other slaves, more than
the first; and they treated them in the same way. 3’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.” 3¥But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *°Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”’ ¥They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” #*Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? ¥Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. #4The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” ¥When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 4They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Pastor Paul

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace [ Interlude

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Final Blessing

P: Mothering God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
C: Amen.

Dismissal

A: Goin peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Build Your Kingdom Here

Verse 1

Come set Your rule, and reign in our hearts again. Increase in us, we pray. Unveil why we're made. Come set our
hearts ablaze with hope, like wildfire in our very souls; Holy Spirit, come, invade us now. We are Your church; we
need Your pow'r in us.

Verse 2

We seek Your kingdom first. We hunger and we thirst; refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize. To see
the captives' hearts released; the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace. We lay down our lives for heaven's cause. We are
Your church; we pray, revive this earth.

Chorus
Build Your kingdom here. Let the darkness fear. Show Your mighty hand. Heal our streets and land. Set Your church
on fire. Win this nation back. Change the atmosphere. Build Your kingdom here, we pray!

Verse 3

Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r, reaching the near and far. No force of hell can stop Your beauty changing hearts.
You made us for much more than this; awake the kingdom seed in us. Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. We
are Your church; we are the hope on earth.

Chorus
Build Your kingdom here. Let the darkness fear. Show Your mighty hand. Heal our streets and land. Set Your church
on fire. Win this nation back. Change the atmosphere. Build Your kingdom here, we pray!



