Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
April 2, 2023 - 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4

Prelude Music

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11
P: Areading from... C: Glory to You, O Lord.

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her;
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will
send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5 “Tell the
daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!” 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”’ 11 The crowds
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Processional: All Glory, Laud and Honor ELW #344

All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

You are the king of Israel and David’s royal Son, now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and Blessed One.
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

The company of angels are praising you on high; creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King.
All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, } one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with the gift of
grace. C: Amen.



P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy God,

C:...we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for
ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us
to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of
life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise
is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, = forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s
power.

C: Amen.

Gathering Song: Give Me Oil in My Lamp

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning; Give me oil in my lamp, | pray.
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning; Keep me burning ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the
King!

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising; Give me joy in my heart, | pray.
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising; Keep me praising ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the
King!

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting; Give me peace in my heart, | pray.
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting; Keep me resting ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the
King!

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving; Give me love in my heart, | pray.
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving; Keep me serving ‘til the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the
King!

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C:Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.



A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray together,

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature
and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck
and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5 The Lord God has opened my
ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn backward. 6 | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to
those who pulled out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7 The Lord God helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and | know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them
confront me. 9a It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalmody: Psalm 31:9-16

9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for  am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, and my
bones are consumed.

111 am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; when they see me in
the street they avoid me.

12 Like the dead | am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.

13 For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together against me; they
plot to take my life.

14 But as for me, | have trusted in you, O Lord. I have said, “You are my God.

15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

Gospel Acclamation: Return to the Lord ELW p. 151
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Gospel: Matthew 26:14--27:66

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood may
bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him to be the Son of God.

P: Areading from... C: Glory to You, O Lord.

14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if |
betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to look for an
opportunity to betray him. 17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do
you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?”’ 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man,
and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.””” 19 So
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 20 When it was evening, he took
his place with the twelve; 21 and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And
they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered,
“The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have
been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”’ He replied, “You have said so.” 26 While they
were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘“Take, eat;
this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will
never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all
become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.” 32 But after | am raised up, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Though all become
deserters because of you, | will never desert you.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly | tell you, this very night, before the
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even though | must die with you, | will not deny
you.” And so said all the disciples. 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here while | go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and
began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and
stay awake with me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what | want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray
that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went
away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be done.” 43 Again he
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for
the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us
be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him
was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer
had given them a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and
laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and
struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place;
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it



must happen in this way?”’ 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to
arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day after day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But all
this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and
fled. 57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the
elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole
council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none,
though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘/l am able to
destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.””” 62 The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no
answer? What is it that they testify against you?”” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you
under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said
so. But | tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the
clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.”

67 Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is
it that struck you?” 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also
were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking
about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man
was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he
began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter
remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and
wept bitterly. 27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against
Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the
governor. 3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they
said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he
went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into
the treasury, since they are blood money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a
place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them
for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 15 Now
at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At
that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,
“Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent
word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great deal because of a dream
about him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus
killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said,
“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should | do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said,
“Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be
crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “l am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”

25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his
right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”” 30 They spat on him, and took the
reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on



him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;
they compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of
a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there
and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of
the Jews.” 38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed
by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 ‘“‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘l am God’s Son.”” 44 The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in
the same way. 45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others
said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and
breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to
many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake
and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 55 Many women were also there,
looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 56 Among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 57 When it
was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a
great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting
opposite the tomb. 62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three
days | will rise again.” 64 Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples
may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’” and the last deception would be
worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So
they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Paul Busekist

Song of the Day: Were You There ELW #353

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church [ Sign of the Peace

Offering
Offering Song Zeke Clemons
Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.

C: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your
gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the
wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion (Please note: gluten-free wafers and white grape juice cups are available)

Communion Songs: The Praise of a King BLC Choir
Ah, Holy Jesus ELW # 349
Announcements

Final Blessing

P: God, the giver of love, F Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten
journey.
C: Amen.

Sending Song;: Nothing But The Blood

Your blood speaks a better word than all the empty claims I've heard upon this earth,
... speaks righteousness for me, and stands in my defense; Jesus it's Your blood.

What can wash away our sins? What can make us whole again? Nothing but the blood, nothing but the blood of
Jesus.

What can wash us pure as snow, welcomed as the friends of God? Nothing but Your blood, nothing but Your blood
King Jesus.

Your cross testifies in grace, tells of the Father's heart to make a way for us.
Now boldly we approach; not earthly confidence, it's only by Your blood.

What can wash away our sins? What can make us whole again? Nothing but the blood, nothing but the blood of
Jesus.

What can wash us pure as snow, welcomed as the friends of God? Nothing but Your blood, nothing but Your blood
King Jesus.

Dismissal

A: Go in peace. Serve in love.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Bethlehern apriz, 2025 Traverse City, MI 49686
LUTHERAN CHURCH (231) 947-9880
www.bethlehemtc.org
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
4/3—Caleb Kelly 4/6—Jim Kriesel 4/9—Zach Chaussee
4/4—Danny Vipond 4/6—Jon Kik

Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am - 2:30pm, Monday - Thursday.

Please Note:

Barbara Oster/Administrative Assistant works 9:00am-2:30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

Phil Anderson/Bookkeeper works 8:30am-12:30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

Alanna Steffunick/Ministry Coordinator works 9:00am-2:30pm - in the office on Tuesday and Thursday and from home on
Wednesday

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The giving envelopes have arrived! Please pick your box up in the Narthex. Phil Anderson, Bookkeeper

COVID: Please note that masks are required for unvaccinated persons in worship and highly encouraged for those who are
vaccinated.

Offerings: The offering plates are now passed during the service. The vase in the back of the Sanctuary is still available for
those who prefer not to touch the offering plate.

Third Thursday: The next Third Thursday service will be a Taize “A” service on April 20th at 7:00pm. The service will be
livestreamed.

The April issue of the STAR is now available. For current issues of the Star, feel free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org <
About Us > “The Online Bethlehem Star” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-bethlehem-
star-newsletter.

The April issue of the STAR is now available. For current issues of the Star, feel free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org <
About Us > “The Online Bethlehem Star”” or type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-bethlehem-
star-newsletter.

Looking for a link to last month’s full Council minutes? Type this address/url into your web browser to get the latest approved
minutes from Council: bethlehemtc.org/Council-Minutes  OR you may call the office to request a copy.

Prayer Requests:
o Prayer Chain: Please contact Jan Stretlien at jstretlien@gmail.com or 231-947-3265
o Prayers read from the altar: Please call Administrative Assistant in the church office 231-947-9880

Celebrate a new child in your life with a rose on the baptismal font! Cost $10.00 per rose. Contact Barbara Oster at
beo6475@yahoo.com or 231.668.7038.

The rose on the Baptismal font today is in celebration of Aylie Rose Armstrong, born March 23, 2023. Her parents are Corey &
Emily Armstrong and her great-grandparents are Frank & Pat Wall.

Registration is now open for 2023 Summer Camp in New Era at Stony Lake - presented by Living Water Ministries. The website
is https://elcalivingwater.com

Photo Directory: We have a chance to make a new directory the final week of Sept,, but with any project like this we need
volunteers. Please leave your name in the office if you can help on this project in any way. Thanks to those who have already
volunteered. And please, try to be in town that week. We want everyone’s smiling faces in our new directory.
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Choir announcement: The choir has some cool music planned for the Lent and Easter season. We will be rehearsing Tuesdays
at 7:00 to accommodate Lenten mid-week services. Our next rehearsal will be held on April 4. The choir will sing on today Palm
Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. If you'd like to know more, talk to Tony Bero at a Thursday mid-week service or contact
him at 231-942-1162, email: bero.tony@gmail.com.

The promise of Easter is just around the corner. Our Holy Week schedule includes:

April 2nd at 10:00am - Palm Sunday service. Please note that this service will begin in the Narthex.

April 6th at 7:00pm — Maundy Thursday service. This service includes Foot Washing, Communion and Stripping of the Altar.
April 7th at 7:00pm - Good Friday. This service will be a Tenebrae service of Light and Darkness

April 8th at 8:00pm - Easter Vigil service at Advent Lutheran Church in Lake Ann. Our confirmands will participate in this service.
April gth at 8:00am - Resurrection of Our Lord - Easter service

April 9th at 9:00am - Easter Brunch in the Fellowship Hall

April 9th at 10:00am - Resurrection of Our Lord - Easter service

All of the BLC services except for the 8:00am service on Easter morning will be Livestreamed.

Norm Fred has helped a previously homeless couple for a few years. They are proud people and do not like to be given charity
but they will accept help in the form of donated cans that they can recycle for money. Please bring in your recyclables in for
them. Leave them by the garage. These are nice people. There, but for the Grace of our God, go we.

Contra Dance - Bayside Travellers, a nonprofit organization that promotes traditional folk music and dance, will be holding a
contra dance here at BLC on Saturday, April 15th. Contra dancing is very similar to square dancing, but is set up in long lines
where you move through the line as the dance progresses. The dance will begin at 7pm with a learning workshop that will teach
everything you need to know - no dance experience or partner required! Dances led by a caller will go from 7:30 - 10:30pm.
Contra dances always include live music by local folk bands - if dancing isn't your thing, attend just to listen to the music and
enjoy the experience! It's truly not something to miss. Alanna has been dancing with this group for years, so please reach out to
her with any questions! alanna.steffunick@bethlehemtc.org

A recent search of the church refrigerator revealed some food that has expired or has been in there for an unknown period of
time. These items have been marked. If you have food items in the refrigerator, please check on them ASAP. Please mark them
with your name and date if you wish to keep them. All expired and mysterious foods will be thrown away in the near future,
unless they are claimed. Thank you!"

Sabbatical Team Update: Something to keep in mind. A ministry sabbatical is different from a traditional academic or business
sabbatical. A pastor’s sabbatical is about the spirit and soul being refreshed, renewed, and redirected. The intent of a
sabbatical, Sabbath, is a time to be silent and listen to God, not attend lectures or write papers. Itis a time to be in solitude and
to be with God, not “interact” with fatigued peers. If help is to be given to a pastor, it is not going to come by infusion of
intellect, but by renewal of the spirit. Depending on what a pastor does while he is gone from his day to day pastoral duties, he
will come back even more skilled and talented than when he left.

Thank you to all those who have contributed to the Sabbatical Fund. As of Sunday, March 12th, we have collected $13,100. Our
goal is $15,000 so if you would still like to contribute, we welcome it.

The synod assembly will be back in person this year instead of on-line. It will be held May 7-9 in Mt Pleasant.
Immanuel/Bethlehem choir director Tony Bero will be leading the music. Our church is allowed to send one male and one
female as voting members in addition to our pastor. Perhaps this is the year that you feel you are being called to do something
new and different in your spiritual life? If so, please tell Pastor Paul or leave your name in the office.

BLC Book Club: The BLC book club’s Apr meeting is on the 25th at 5:30 via ZOOM. The choice for the book is still pending
because hopefully multiple copies be available in the outdoor box. Cindy is planning to learn how to do a “Hybrid” meeting this
month so that in the future those who want to come to church can do so and those who want to participate on “ZOOM” can
also do that. If you are not on the email list and want to be involved send your information to cmonroe@chartermi.net.

The newest Living Lutheran magazine and the April/May/June Christ in Our Home can be picked up at the welcome table on
Sunday mornings or from the Shooting STAR box below the outside mailbox

Are you looking for the Caring Table for your donations? It has been moved inside the coat room to the right.
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Coffee and Cookies: You are welcome to stay after the Sunday service for coffee, cookies and conversation. This will be done
as many Sundays as there are volunteers to make the coffee and/or bring cookies, etc. There is a sign-up sheet available near
the cookies. There are open dates, so please sign up!

Name tags: Your name tags are back in your mailboxes. Please retrieve them so you can proudly wear them on Sunday
mornings. We often have visitors and it helps them if they can see a friendly face and attach a name to it. If you notice a visitor,
please encourage them to make a nametag which are kept with the welcome notebook.

Adult Bible Study gets together on Wednesdays from 9:30am-11:30am. It is a casual discussion of the Gospel of Luke. Bring
your bibles and come, share, learn and grow with us. They will take this week off and return on April 12t".

The Zoom Bible Study: meets on Wednesdays from 1:30pm—3:00pm. This group will study the Book of Faith: Romans. Contact
Pr Paul for Zoom information.

BABY PANTRY: Suggested donations for April are: tissues, toilet paper, cleaning products such as hand soap, all-purpose
cleaner, laundry soap. Please have donations at church prior to April 12th. Food items are always appreciated, too. Thank you!

FOOD PANTRY: With the return of good weather, we will also be opening up our outdoor food pantry to the community. Please
be watching for special deals so you can help us restock our pantry for the warmer months.

A big thank you to all who have turned in Oleson’s receipts. We just received a check from them for $186.58 for a grand total of
$651.20 for the year 2022. Please continue to drop off your Oleson’s receipts at Bethlehem!!! Also note that they do not expire.
Thank you so much!!!

Join the Grand Traverse Conservation District for their upcoming workbees:

. April 13th: Grove Street Volunteer Planting Workbee-register and information at
https://natureiscalling.org/events/grove-street-volunteer-planting-workbee

. April 21st and 22nd: Earth Day Volunteer Planting Workbee-register and information at
https://natureiscalling.org/events/earth-day-volunteer-planting-workbee

. May 13th: Hickory Meadows Volunteer Workbee-register and information at https://natureiscalling.org/events/hickory-
meadows-volunteer-workbee-1

Hoop’s Pet Food Pantry: This is the only pet food pantry in NW lower Michigan. They primarily provide dry food, wet food,
treats, cat litter and toys for mostly dogs and cats but they will support any type of pet to the best of their ability. Please visit
them at the Square Deal Country Store, 900 Woodmere Ave, TC from 1100am — 2:00pm on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every
month with your donations OR you may leave donations in the tub on our “donations” table in the coat room. The volunteers
have expressed their appreciation when receiving our donations. Please note that they are anticipating an increased need over
the winter.

2023 Relay for Life: The American Cancer Society will be holding their annual 24-Hour Relay for Life event on Saturday, June 10,
2023 starting at 10 AM with an opening ceremony to Sunday, June 11, 2023 ending at 10 AM at the Grand Traverse Mall. As a
long-time volunteer with the organization, | would like to request your support in the form of monetary donations to the
American Cancer Society in support of this great cause, which will impact so many wonderful people who need your help.
Thank you very much for your generous donations in the past, which helped the American Cancer Society provide more
programs and do more research and advocacy for cancer patients and their caregivers. Your kindness and thoughtfulness is
really appreciated!

Have something important going on at Bethlehem that you'd like others to know about? Maybe a Small Group? A Club Event?
Feature it on the Screen Announcements, weekly emails and on our Facebook Events Page! If there is something you'd like
featured or included in any of these, please reach out to alanna.steffunick@bethlehemtc.org If you are not getting the weekly
emails for any reason, please contact Alanna.

Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for a Sunday service. Note that Altar Flowers will resume on Easter Sunday. Please
use the sign-up poster in the Narthex by signing on the date you request. Then fill out a pink slip with the necessary information
and place it and a check for $40 (payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church or BLC) in the offering plate on Sunday morning
(Preferable) or during the week, in the Administrative Assistant’s mailbox near the church office entrance. You may select
either “in honor” or “in memory” or “to celebrate”. If someone has already signed on the date you would like, feel free to add
your name — we welcome more than one on a Sunday.




The church calendar is below. Please be sure to notify the office (admin@bethlehemtc.org or 231.947.9880) to be sure that
your group is of the calendar.

Sunday, April 2
PALM SUNDAY

10:00am—Palm Sunday Worship Service (S)
11:30am—Chili Cookoff (FH)

Tuesday, April 4

Bulletin articles due today
9:00am—~Property Work Group
9:00am—LWR Quilters (FH)
10:00am—Staff Meeting
7:00pm—Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, April 5

11:30am—WELCA Board meeting
11:30am—Music Rehearsal (S)
1:30pm—Zoom Bible Study
4:30pm—Safety and Security meeting

Thursday, April 6
5:30pm—ACA
7:00pm—Maundy Thursday service (S)

Friday, April 7
7:00pm—Good Friday service (S)

Saturday, April 8
8:00pm—Easter Vigil service at Advent Lutheran/Lake Ann

Sunday, April 9
EASTER SUNDAY

HAVE A BLESSED EASTER

8:00am—Traditional Easter Worship service (S)
9:00am—Easter Breakfast (FH)
10:00am—Traditional Easter Worship Service (S)
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Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 9, 2023, 9:00am

The Fellowship Committee will supply beverages and
sausage links.

Please consider donating food to be shared at the meal.
Suggested items: Breakfast casseroles, hardboiled eggs,
deviled eggs, quiche, pastries, rolls, bread, muffins, bagels,
fruit, yogurt.

A sign-up sheet will be located in the Narthex

All food must pre-cooked.
Ovens will available to keep food warm as needed.

We hope to see you there!



