
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org  
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org 
 
Building Hours:   
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 

 
Our Vision… 

“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.” 

Worship Times: 
 

Saturday:  5 pm Celebrate! Worship 
Sunday:  8:45 am Traditional Worship 

 9:45 am Education Hr. 
 11 am Modern Worship 

 
Communion at all services 

2017	



Today is the beginning of May, and as we ended April with a fond farewell to Billie Thompson, 
today we say another goodbye as well. 
 
Julia Nelson has announced that she will be leaving Bethlehem, effective May 1st (see 
attached goodbye message for this month’s STAR), and we bid her farewell. Julia and Zack 
wish to focus on their new, growing baby girl (Mara Joy) and family. We wish them strength, 
guidance and all the best moving forward. 
 
If there is such a thing as a “snapshot” of Bethlehem in this May of 2017, it would be the 
picture/s of a group planting the Buckley Elm clone in our northeastern “greenspace” – a tree 
that’s more than a seedling, yet short of a giant – surrounded by the faithful cloud of witnesses 
we hold dear, praising the Creator of us all. We partake in the body of Christ together always, 
my friends. 
 
So…as May is indeed a month when we witness the bloom of spring and the planting of new 
growth for the coming years ahead, please join me as we pray for God’s ministry to flourish 
and our vision for the future to move in concert with our shared mission through Christ. 
  
We journey with God, to serve with Love. 
  
In peace, 
Pr. Paul  







																																																	
	 	125th	Anniversary	Plans	Con6nue	

			
 
 
As I write we are in the midst of our tree planting adventures.  Today (Tuesday, April 25) we 
planted the Anniversary Celebration Tree in the east lawn outside the sanctuary.  Pastor 
Paul held an informal communion service as the Property Committee, with the help of Jake 
Milarch, of the Archangel Ancient Tree Archive, planted the tree.  The unused communion 
elements and a small wooden cross were buried in the tree’s roots to symbolize continuing 
new life guided by Jesus’ own life-giving blood.  In its simplicity the occasion was a blessing 
to those present.  By the way, already enough monies came in to cover our donation of 
$1000 to the Archangel Ancient Tree Archive!  Thank you to our generous donors. 
  
On Saturday the 29th the big day of planting 250 trees and shrubs took place under the 
direction of Jim Hutchison at the Brown Bridge Quiet Area on the Boardman River.  40 to 50 
people came to help.  What a work crew!  Lunch was prepared by our chief cooks, Chris 
and Steve Hubert and Margaret Hutchison.  Thank you to all who participated. 
  
The final event of the long-awaited tree adventure took place on Jubilee Sunday, April 30.  A 
joyous service was held followed by a luncheon to honor Billie Thompson, a dedicated 
worker in our music department, as she moves to San Diego.  The dedication of our 
Celebration tree followed the luncheon at the tree site. 
  
We are going to make available to you a booklet that will give a brief history of Bethlehem.  
Patti Friedli has been spending a lot of time bringing past information up to date.  Look for 
its completion at our closing event.  Tracey Moyer and several others have been working on 
the anniversary quilt, also completing it by the closing of our celebration year on August 13.  
  
NOW, ON TO OUR NEXT ADVENTURE:  the float for the Heritage Parade on July 4th 
during the Cherry Festival. Preliminary plans are under way with our big bell as the 
centerpiece.  If you would like to help with planning and minimal construction (and the 
opportunity to walk in the parade representing our church) please call Suzanne Lehto (633- 
2131) or Steve Hubert (938-2017).  “Many hands make light work!”  It promises to be 
another great experience. 
  
OUR LAST AND FINAL EVENT will be a festive worship service and an “Old-Fashioned 
Church Picnic” at the Civic Center on August 13.  A softball game for everyone and plenty of 
games for the young and young-at-heart.  We could use a few more volunteers to make this 
a blessed event.  Please call Suzanne if you can help.  
  

Our Anniversary Celebration Task Force has worked hard for the past year and more.  We 
hope many have been blessed by our efforts. Thank you to all who have made this a joyous 
year of celebration.  (And we still have about 25 anniversary ornaments available; just ask!) 





 
 
South Sudan Now 
 
The stories and news coming from South Sudan over the past few weeks have been extremely 
troubling. Ongoing civil war and famine have led to mounting food insecurity, leaving more 
than 5 million people at risk. This number is staggering, and because of this, the ELCA has 
increased its commitment to our brothers and sisters in South Sudan. From providing 
immediate relief through Lutheran Disaster Response, to providing sustainable food security 
and sustained ministry through ELCA World Hunger, to helping to establish the South Sudan 
Lutheran church and build a Lutheran center and health clinic in the capital city of Juba, the 
work of the ELCA in this country is significant, and we need your support to keep it going. 
	
ELCA Presiding Bishop Issues Pastoral Message on Syria 
 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton issued an Easter message regarding the situation in 
Syria. In her message, she writes, "Let us continue to pray, assist those in need, offer refuge to 
those fleeing violence, and encourage all efforts toward peace for all of the children of God 
created in God’s image. We continue to place our hope in the Lord our God, the Prince of 
Peace."	
 
What  Are These Global Ministry Projects, Anyway? 
 
Throughout the span of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, Global Links 
has shared updates about the global Ministry Projects that are happening around the world. In 
an effort to better show the impact these projects are having, we invite you to watch this video 
on the ELCA web site about what $100,000 is going to do in Senegal and The Gambia. Each 
one of these 13 projects is an opportunity to support incredible and life-changing ministries, 
and we hope this video inspires you to consider how you and your congregation can become 
more involved in them.	
 
An Update from Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA 
 
The ELCA's campaign has entered its fourth year and has raised $113 million, 57 percent of 
the five-year $198 million goal. The Rev. Ron Glusenkamp, director of the campaign, shares, 
"We are making tremendous progress because of the generosity of our members. Just imagine 
what more can be done as we continue to grow in supporting the people, communities and 
projects that are a priority for us. All gifts – great and small – really make the difference for our 
church in the world." 
 

A significant dollar amount from this campaign is directed to ELCA Global 
Mission. 



BLC		ENDOWMENT	FUND	 	

	

During	the	FIRST	QUARTER	of	2017,	the	BLC	Endowment	Committee	has	worked	

hard	to	follow	its	mission	of	funding	projects	on	a	local	and	global	level.		Using	only	profits	on	our	
investments,	we	granted	monies	to:	

	 Child and Family Services of Northwestern Michigan 

 Munson Hospice 

 Safe Harbor 

 The Grand Traverse Conservation District, for Anniversary Trees 

 The Boardman River Clean Sweep 

 Love, In the Name of Christ (Love, INC) 

PLEASE	consider	recognizing	the	 BLC ENDOWMENT FUND	in	your	
Estate Plans!  Will and Codicil Information is 
available.	

Contact	any	committee	member	for	more	information:	

Neal	Kibby	(231-941-8513)	 Paul	Ton	(231-421-9677		 Patti	Friedli	(231-941-7416)	

Norm	Fred	(231-947-2852)	 Jim	Hutchison	(231-714-6062)	





  
 
 

Recently,	three	BLC	members	volunteered	to	be	Lectors	for	our	church	services.		They	are	an	11-
year	old,	a	busy	Oncologist	and	a	95-year	old,	so	if	they	can	volunteer,	you	can	too.	
			
There	are	many	opportuni6es	for	our	members	to	be	a	part	of	any	of	BLC’s	three	services.		Some	
are	“in	front	of	the	congrega6on”	and	many	are	behind	the	scenes.		With	more	volunteers	on	the	
list	for	each	worship	team,	the	rota6on	could	be	every	4	–	6	weeks	more	or	less.		We	also	have	
music	teams	that	could	use	your	voice	or	musical	skills.		Please	prayerfully	consider	joining	one	of	
these	worship/music	teams:	
		
Altar	Guild:	Prepares	the	altar	for	worship	and	Communion	(one	group	of	two	people	per	
weekend)	
Assis,ng	Ministers:		Assists	the	pastor	during	the	worship	service	and	helps	serve	Communion	
(one	per	each	of	three	services)	
A/V	Team:		Sits	in	the	balcony	&	manages	the	weekly	“Screen	announcements”	and	worship	
power	point	presenta6ons	(Sat.		5pm/Sun.	11am)	
Lectors:		Reads	the	Scripture	lessons	at	worship	services	(one	per	each	of	three	services)	
Hospitality:	Greets	people	at	the	door	to	the	Sanctuary	and	hands	out	worship	folders	(groups	of	
two	people	each	for	the	Sat	5pm	and	Sun	8:45am	services	and	groups	of	four	people	for	the	Sun	
11am	service)	
Bell	Ringers:	Rings	the	BLC	bell	in	the	Gathering	Space	at	the	beginning	of	the	service	(one	per	
each	of	three	services)	
Welcome	Table:		Greets	people	as	they	enter	the	church	from	the	parking	lot	and	assists	visitors	
with	the	layout	of	the	church	(coat	room,	restrooms,	nursery,	Fellowship	Hall,	etc)	(one	or	two	per	
each	of	three	services)	
Worship	Assembly	and	Sanctuary	Prepara,on:		Assembles	the	weekly	worship	folder	and	
prepares	the	Sanctuary	(one	group	of	two	people	per	weekend)	
Counters:		Counts	the	weekly	offering	collec6on.	(Teams	of	three	or	four	will	rotate	on	a	monthly	
basis)	
Adult	Choir:		Sings	at	different	services	each	month.		Rehearses	weekly,	except	for	summer	months	
Hand	Bell	Choir:	Plays	approximately	once	per	month	in	a	Tradi6onal	and	Modern	service.		
Rehearses	weekly,	except	for	summer	months	
Worship	Team:	Leads	music	once	a	month	at	the	Celebrate!	And	Modern	services.		Rehearses	
weekly,	year	round	
Steel	Pans:		Plays	once	a	month	at	various	services,	mostly	during	the	summer	months	and	
Christmas	services	
		
For	Worship	Teams	1	through	8,	please	contact	Barbara	Oster	at	231-668-7038	or	
beo6475@yahoo.com	
For	Counters	(9),	please	contact	Shelly	McAllister	at	smcallister3@hotmail.com	
For	Music	Teams	(10-13),	please	contact	our	Music	Coordinator,	Sharon	Weller	at		231-947-9880		

Worship	Servants	Needed…Please	help!	



To the members of my Church Family, 

My bride (Betsy) often refers to the congregation of Bethlehem as her 
“Church Family,” and I’ve learned over the course of the last 17 months 
that “Church Family” is an accurate description. 

I apologize for this note being long overdue.  I want to thank all of you 
for your thoughts and prayers and well wishes over the course of the 
past year and a half; through the initial throat cancer diagnosis in 
November of 2015; through the chemotherapy and radiation in January, 
February and March of 2016; through the extended hospital stays as a 
result of my weakened immune system in February and March of 2016; 
through the blood disorder diagnosis and treatment in April through 
September of 2016; through the throat cancer recurrence and total 
laryngectomy in November of 2016; and through the extended recovery 
this past December, January and February.   

Yes, it's been quite an ordeal.  And yes, there were some very dark days.  
And yet through it all I took some comfort in knowing that you were all 
praying for me.   

My life is finally returning to some semblance of normalcy.  My health 
is returning.  I am back at work fulltime.  I’m still figuring out this voice 
prosthesis and breathing out of this hole in my neck, but I’m not letting 
that hold me back.  I’m even back to riding my mountain bike.   

It is probably safe to take me off the prayer list.  (Then again, it 
wouldn’t hurt to still throw a few prayers my way.  The Lord knows I 
can use them.) 

Thanks again, 

  

Dan Morley 



Book/Supper	Discussion	Group		
We	meet	from	5	to	7	pm	on	the	4th	Tuesday	of	the	month			Join	us,	and	if	you	

have	any	ques6ons,	please	contact	Ellie	Long	at		
935-4595.	

			
	April	25								Ordinary	Grace	by	William	Kent	Krueger	(novel)	
May	23 	Our	Souls	at	Night	by	Kent	Haruf	(novel)	
June	27 	All	the	Light	We	Cannot	See	by	Anthony	Doerr	(novel)	
July 	 	No	Mee6ng—Film	Fes6val	
Aug.	22 	LaRose	by	Louise	Erdrich	(novel)	
Sept.	26 	The	Nigh,ngale	by	Kris6n	Hannah	(novel)	
	
		
  
 
																																					During	the	late	1960s,	ground	was	broken	for	a	new	
																																					kitchen	area	was	remodeled	in	1970.	Later,	work	began	on	a	
																																					new	administra6ve	area	and	nursery.		With	the	Women’s		
																																					Movement,	our	church	followed	suit	and	elected	its	first	in	
																																					female	church	council	members,	and	Joan	Maule	was	our	
																																					first	female	president	1975.		
	

Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church	celebrated	its	90th	anniversary	in	1982	with	a	potluck	
dinner	for	more	than	200	members.		During	that	6me	the	church	owned	the	
house	next	door,	and	converted	it	from	a	rental	house	to	a	Youth	House,	allowing	
space	for	youth	programming	and	Sunday	School	rooms.		

																					Did	you	know	that	Love	in	the	Name	of	Christ	has	a	
																					Medical	Equipment	Loan	Ministry?		If	you,	a	friend	or	
																								family	member	needs	a	wheelchair,	walker,	cane	or	bathroom	
equipment	on	a	limited	basis	we	can	help!		We	have	closet	loca6ons	at	
Christ	the	King	in	Acme,	Grace	Episcopal	and	mid-town	at	the	Love	INC	
offices	on	East	Front	Street.		Equipment	is	a	loan	for	the	length	of	6me	
needed-no	cost	to	you!		Call	us	at	941-5683	to	speak	with	us	about	a	loan	of	
equipment	or	a	dona6on	of	equipment.	



Thank	you	to	all	who	amended	the	April	lunch	and	program.		We	had	
another	good	turn	out	and	as	usual	the	food	was	great	with	a	
wonderful	variety	of	main	dishes	as	well	as	desserts.		A	special	thank	
you	goes	to	Dr.	Paul	Hanrahan	of	Family	Hearing	Care.		We	all	learned	
a	lot	about	hearing	issues	and	he	was	even	able	to	help	a	few	folks	
with	their	hearing	aids.	
	
The	final	XYZ	pot	luck	lunch	of	the	season	will	take	place	on	Friday,	
May	19th	at	noon.		The	program	will	be	presented	by	the	Grand	
Traverse	Baykeeper,	Heather	Smith	of	the	Watershed	Center	Grand	
Traverse	Bay.			Thank	you	to	all	who	have	amended	and	helped	with	
the	XYZ	gatherings	during	past	year.		We	are	always	looking	for	ideas	
for	programs	so	please	share	with	us	any	ideas,	thoughts	and/or	
ques6ons.		Feel	free	to	give	us	a	call,	231-271-3802	or	email	
etwaisanen@centurytel.net	or	let	us	know	when	you	happen	to	see	us,	
thanks	Jan	and	Butch.	

Check	out	Rudy	Kelly’s	adventures	in	New	Zealand	on	her	
blog:	www.rudykellyblog.wordpress.com	

Older	upright	piano,	FREE	to	a	good	home!		Call	Pap	
Friedli	at	941-7416.	



								In	honor	of	Bethlehem’s	125	year	anniversary	the	worship	and	music			
								commimee	would	like	to	restore	the	custom	of	honoring	new	
members	of	the	family	of	God	with	a	rose	on	the	bap6smal	font.		Those	
who	wish	to	celebrate	their	new	child	or	grandchild	can	contact	
commimee	chair,	Barbara	Oster	at:		beo6475@yahoo.com	or	via	phone	
668-7038.		The	cost	is	$10.00	to	be	submimed	to	the	church	office,		
or	labeled	as	such	and	placed	in	the	collec6on	plate.	The	rose	and		
vase	can	be	taken	by	the	family	arer	the	11:00	service	on	Sunday.	



 
Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  
Pastor Paul can visit you.  

 
 

Health Concerns 

									Jeri	Boike,	Richard	Fernholz,	Karen	Anderson,	Bob	Jahnke,		
Chris8an	Stretlien,	Carol	Collins,	Margie	Whitney,	Ava	Oleson,		
Brenda	Denoyer,	Tom	Miller,	Thad	Hellenga,	Dee	Springer,		

Kate	HolFreter,	Virginia	Fleming,	and	Paul	&	Jessica	Wiemerslage			
 
Grand Traverse Pavilions: Walter & Jenni Goff, Virginia Fleming 
French Manor: Martha LaVire; Joy Givers:  Hazel Lautner 
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Juanita Lautner, Jane Witkop 
French Manor Lafranier:  Jo Hasse;  
Culver Meadows AFC: Janet Hinds 
Boardman Lake Glens:  Ingie Thomas 

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.   
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.   

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,  
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlen@gmail.net. 

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org? 
  

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at 
www.bethlehemtc.org! 

  
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org... 



BLC	Contacts 
Church	Office 
Pastor	Paul	Busekist 	 	paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org 

Deacon	Julia	Nelson 	 	julia.nelson@bethlehemtc.org	 

Diane	McWethy,	Admin.	Asst. 	diane.mcwethy@bethlehemtc.org	 

Mary	Lou	Deutsch,	Interim	Bookkeeper 	bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org 

Sharon	Weller	 	 	sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org 

Website 	 	 	www.bethlehemtc.org 

	 

Church	Council 

Phil	Anderson,	President 	 	president.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Jim	Parkinson,	Vice	President 	 	vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Tom	Rockne,	Secretary 	 	secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Dave	Peppler,	Treasurer 	 	treasurer@bethlehemtc.org 

Shelly	McAllister,	Financial	Sec. 	 	secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Jan	Stretlien,	Chris6an	Care	Giving 	 	chris6ancaregiving.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

Dianne	Blair,	Chris6an	Ed. 	 	chris6aneduca6on@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Overdier,	Evangelism 	 	evangelism@bethlehemtc.org 

______________,	Fellowship 	 	fellowship.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Overdier,	Membership 	 	membershipevangelism.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

Leonard	Graf,	Personnel 	 	personnel.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

Carl	Lehto,	Property 	 	property.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

________________,	Social	Ministry 	 	socialministry.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

________________,	Stewardship 	 	stewardship.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Oster,	Worship	and	Music 	 	worship.commimee@bethlehemmc.org 

Jodi,	Youth/Y2A 	 	youth.commimee@bethlehemtc.org 

	 

If	you	have	an	interest	in	serving	on	any	of	the	above	Commimees, 

Please	contact	the	Commimee	Chairperson(s). 









Because	of	the	many	ac6vi6es	here	at	BLC,	this	is	only	a	par6al	calendar.		You	can	view	
the	en6re	calendar	at	hmp://www.bethlehemtc.org/community-calendar	or	call	the	office	
at	947-9880	for	more	informa6on	(and	correc6ons/addi6ons).	






