
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org  
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org 
 
Building Hours:   
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 

 
Our Vision… 

“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.” 

Worship Times: 
 

Saturday:  5 pm Celebrate! Worship 
Sunday:  8:45 am Traditional Worship 

 9:45 am Education Hour 
 11 am Modern Worship 

 
Communion at all services 

FEBRUARY 2018  
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“24	God	rewrote	the	text	of	my	life	when	I	opened	the	book	of	my	heart	to	his	eyes.		25	The	good	
people	taste	your	goodness,	The	whole	people	taste	your	health,	26	The	true	people	taste	your	
truth…”	
	
The	above	verses	are	from	Psalm	18,	and	a	biblical	translation	(The	Message)	to	which	I	am	
really	drawn	today	for	a	couple	reasons.	One,	our	story…being	re-written	by	God	when	our	
hearts	are	open…is	a	wonderful	image.		Two,	I	am	thinking	of	a	pop	song	written	in	2013	called	
“The	Story	of	My	Life.”	It’s	a	song	by	the	band	One	Direction,	and	it	is	on	the	song	list	for	the	
Verse	O.N.T.A.P.	outing	later	this	spring.	Some	of	its	lyrics	begin	like	this:	
	
“Written	in	these	walls	are	the	stories	that	I	can't	
explain	
I	leave	my	heart	open	but	it	stays	right	here	empty	
for	days…”		
	
Now,	I	can’t	say	that	One	Direction	is	a	profoundly	
spiritual	band,	or	that	this	song	is	right	up	there	
with	“A	Mighty	Fortress…”	But	I	can	tell	you	that	
its	author	seems	to	think	that	his	heart,	and	the	
places	where	he	spends	his	time,	are	related.	I	
would	agree.	I	also	think	of	the	narrative	of	my	
own	life,	and	that	of	those	around	me,	on	a	fairly	
consistent	basis.	You	could	even	say	that	at	
Bethlehem	we	too	are	writing	a	story	together.	Or,	
more	accurately,	that	God	is.	The	places	we	gather,	
and	the	times	we	share	under	one	roof	(or	sky	J)	
together	are	often	profound	and	life-changing.	In	
this	past	year	alone,	I	have	witnessed	how	new	
ministries	like	The	Apprentice	Series	and	the	
growing,	combined	effort	between	Christian	
Education	and	Y2A	to	plan	VBS	have	energized	
members	and	allowed	hearts	to	be	opened	in	
exciting	and	new	ways.	
	
This	coming	Lent	season	(starting	in	just	2	weeks!)	
is	a	time	I	hope	we	can	all	look	a	little	closer	at	the	
“story	of	our	lives”	together,	as	we	focus	on	telling	
the	story	of	how	God	has	led	us	all	to	this	place,	
and	how	our	sense	of	ministry	has	shaped	our	lives.	
	
In	peace,	with	heart	open.				-Pr.	Paul	
	
	

Feel	free	to	pick	up	a	copy	of	our	new	Faith	
Forma4on	booklet	in	the	office	soon!	

The	Story	of	Our	
Lives	

	



 
 
	

The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to 
it and are safe. 
                                                                       Proverbs 18:10 
 
February is here and winter seems to be a long month and 
spring, a long way in the future. Some are fortunate and can 
escape for a while and warm their bones. Us year-rounders 
anxiously wait for the Burpee Seed Catalogue. 
 
There are plenty of activities to get involved with at 
Bethlehem! The Youth Ski Trip is February 11! This is a 
great winter gathering and will challenge all participants to 
work the slopes. Meghan Denton is hold a “Launch Party” 
on February 18 for this summer’s VBS week. They need 
willing workers to plan and prepare for this exciting week of 
learning. The XYZ folks are holding a meeting February 
16th. The topic will be a talk about Finland! Great food, and 
great people are always in abundance. Please try to attend. 
For those who love a good book, the Book/Supper 
Discussion Group might be just the thing. They meet on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month from 5 to 7 pm. There are also 
choirs, Bells, and Worship Team for those looking to share 
their musical talents. So much to do! Be sure to read over 
The Star and the Weekly Bulletin to catch up on all the fun 
things happening at your church. 
 
Your church family is a tightly knit group of wonderful 
individuals. Each member brings talents and compassion to 
produce a tapestry of love. We are blessed with so many 
dedicated, humble, and kind people. 
 
My hand in yours, our hearts with Him, 
 
Phil Anderson, Council President	
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From The Desk of 
Alexis 

Youth	&	Outreach	

Our	BLUES	Sledding	Event	(which	we	opened	up	to	all	BLC	members)	went	very	well!	It	was	a	great	
Eme,	full	of	bonding	and	community…	this	month	(on	Friday	the	23rd)	we	will	be	enjoying	a	Movie	
night	with	hot	chocolate	and	other	goodies!	I’m	also	happy	to	report	that	our	joint	Confirma8on	
group	is	sEll	going	strong!	We’ve	completed	our	Old	Testament	semester	and	are	now	moving	on	to	
the	New	Testament	and	Luther’s	Catechism!	Our	next	Retreat	will	be	February	23rd—24th,	locaEon	
pending.	
	
The	McAllister	kids	and	I	were	able	to	take	a	trip	down	to	Cadillac	on	the	28th	this	past	month	to	
spend	some	Eme	with	our	friends	at	Zion	Lutheran	Church,	who	we	will	be	traveling	with	to	the	ELCA	
Na8onal	Youth	Gathering	in	Houston!	Please	conEnue	to	support	the	kids	and	invest	Eme	in	them	
over	these	coming	months,	your	kindness	does	not	go	unnoEced!		
	
Looking	further	into	the	future:	VBS	’18	Planning	and	preparaEons	are	in	full	swing!	We	will	be	having	
a	Planning	Party	for	all	interested	leaders	and	volunteers	on	February	18th.	AddiEonally,	we	will	have	
VBS’18	t-shirts	for	sale	in	the	coming	months,	and	all	money	raised	on	shirts	will	go	towards	
programming.	
	
I	would	like	to	make	a	few	closing	remarks	regarding	a	youth	ministry	workshop	that	Meghan	and	I	
were	able	to	aWend	at	the	Lansing	Gathering	in	December.	One	of	my	favorite	pastors	in	the	ELCA,	
Yehiel	Curry,	was	the	speaker,	and	this	quote	parEcularly	resonated	with	me…	“We	aWract	what	we	
seek.”	In	context,	he	was	referring	to	churches	wanEng	to	have	more	young	people,	but	not	acEvely	
‘seeking’	them	or	reaching	out	to	them	(this	is	a	huge	problem	in	many	churches,	not	just	the	ELCA).	
However,	I	think	we	can	also	look	at	this	quote	on	a	broader	spectrum…	What	kind	of	people	are	we	
inviEng	to	be	in	our	midst?	Who	do	we	aWract?	How	does	this	reflect	what	we	seek?	One	of	the	
suggesEons	that	Pr.	Curry	made	as	a	potenEal	way	to	bring	in	millennials/youth	is	to	give	them	
leadership	roles	and	employ	them.	Empower	them,	and	help	them	to	realize	that	their	gi`s	(spiritual	
and	otherwise)	are	being	appreciated.		
	
I	hope	we	can	move	forward	as	a	church	with	this	being	one	of	our	goals:	to	reach	young	people	
where	they	are	and	lead	them	to	Christ	by	the	love	we	show	them. 

Peace, 	
 
Alexis Steig  	
Director of Youth and Outreach 	
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, TC 

Hey	folks!	Hope	2018	is	treaEng	you	well	so	far!	
I’m	excited	to	say	that	we	have	quite	a	bit	planned	in	the	
coming	months…		I	hope	you’re	ready!!	THEO	had	a	good	
turnout	for	January,	with	6	aWendees.	We’re	looking	forward	
to	our	February	4th	meeEng,	as	we	anEcipate	even	more	
folks	to	join	us	(from	Faith	Reformed	Church	and	NMC’s	
student	ministry!)	
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

	 	 	 	 1 2 3 

4	Sunday	School	
@9:45am	
THEO	@7pm 

5	
Verse	ONTap,	6pm	
@Right	Brain	
	 

6	C.E	Mtg.	@6pm 7	ConfirmaEon	
@5:45 

8 9 10 

11	Sunday	
School	@9:45am	
Ski	Trip	
@12pm-8pm 

12 13	Y2A	Mtg.	
@6pm 

14	Senior	High	
Night	@5:30pm	
ValenEne's	Day	
Ash	Wednesday 

15 16 17 

18	
Sunday	School	
@9:45am	
VBS’18	Planning	
Party!	@12:30pm 

19	
President's	Day	

	 

20 21		
Lent	Night 

22 23	BLUES	@5pm	
(Hot	Choc.	Movie	
Night)	
(Confirm.	Retreat--- 

24	
		
		
Confirm.	Retreat 

25	Sunday	School	
@9:45am	
		
	 

26 27 28		
Lent	Night 

	 	 		
		
	 

February Youth Calendar 
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CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS 

February 2018 
	

January was a great month! We kept kids busy with Advent nights, Sunday school, a 
Christmas party and our Christmas Eve service program. Looking forward to February, Christian Ed. 
will be starting off strong with several events for everyone to be a part of. 	
 	

We will be packing college boxes on February 4th. Everyone is welcome to join, we will be 
packing in the fellowship hall directly after the 11 o’clock service! Also, if you have a college student 
in your family, be sure to give Nancy Ammann, Dianne Blair, or Meghan Denton their college 
address and information. 	
 	

A little later in the month, Alexis and Meghan will be hosting a VBS ’18 planning party on 
February 18th directly following the 11 o’clock service. This event will be a bonding time for all 
leaders that we have reached out to and anyone who is interested in volunteering for VBS. This time 
will be structured, but still flexible enough to allow collaboration and creativity to flow. For more 
information or if you have any questions, please contact Meghan or Alexis.	
 	
Lent is on our heels! Lent nights will begin Feb. 21st. Christian Ed. will have activities planned for 
children while adults are participating in Lent night curriculum provided by Pastor Paul. Each night, a 
Christian Ed. committee member will be present but feel free to contact Meghan if you are wanting to 
help the kids with crafts and other planned activities on Wednesday nights.	
 	
Just to get the word out, we are looking at beginning first communion classes during lent nights. If 
you feel that your child is ready to participate, please contact Pastor Paul or Meghan. 	
 	
We are also beginning to plan our ‘Bibles to third graders’ classes. We have not yet solidified a time 
or date for when classes will begin, but if you have a third grader or students beyond third grade who 
haven’t received their bible, please get in touch with Pastor Paul or Meghan.	
 	
Have a wonderful month everyone! 
 
Blessings,		
	
Meghan	Denton	
ChrisEan	EducaEon	Coordinator	
Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church	
Meghan.denton@bethlehemtc.org	
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February	2018	STAR	
Treasurer	Update	

		
January	2018	financial	results	are	not	yet	available	as	the	deadline	for	February	STAR	input	is	January	29th.		
Following	are	December	and	year	end	2017	results…	
		
December	2017	was	certainly	a	busy	month	from	a	financial	perspecEve.		Not	only	did	we	have	the	year	end	
crunch	of	geong	bills	paid,	we	had	pledging	and	2018	budgeEng	to	complete.		The	2018	budget	was	approved.		
Thanks	to	all	involved	from	your	Church	Council	to	each	of	the	CommiWees	and	ulEmately	to	each	of	you	for	
aWending	and	passing	the	budget.			
		
For	the	month	of	December,	our	budgeted	income	was	$38,998	and	we	received	$36,912…a	shortage	of	$2,086.		
Our	budgeted	expense	was	$32,676	and	we	spent	$30,412…a	lower	spending	level	of	$2,264.		Two	of	the	
primary	contributors	to	the	lower	spending	level	were	(1)	2017	budget	for	electricity	was	set	too	high,	and	(2)	an	
invoice	for	snow	removal	in	December	has	not	yet	arrived.		Our	receipt	of	$2,086	less	income	than	expected,	
coupled	with	$2,264	less	in	expense,	gave	us	a	$178	posiEve	varianwish	I	could	say	the	small	variance	is	due	to	
cracker	jack	budgeEng,	but	as	I’ve	menEoned	before,	there	are	many	variables	involved	with	the	Eming	of	
income	and	expense	in	a	church	budget.		The	ups	and	downs	just	happened	to	balance	each	other	out	this	
month.				
		
For	the	full	12	months	of	2017,	our	budgeted	income	was	$393,788	and	we	received	$381,962…an	income	
shortage	of	$11,826.		Our	budgeted	expense	was	$393,999	and	we	spent	$376,199…a	YTD	reducEon	in	spending	
of	$17,800.			
		
With	YTD	actual	income	received	of	$381,962	and	actual	expense	of	$376,199,	we	ended	up	$5,763	in	the	black	
for	year	end.		While	the	income	level	was	lower	than	hoped,	our	expenses	were	even	lower	which	allowed	us	to	
end	the	year	on	a	posiEve	note	to	the	tune	of	$5,763.		This	is	great	news	and	thanks	to	all	for	your	support.		

ce	against	budget.		I	
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the	year	end	crunch	of	geong	bills	paid,	we	had	pledging	and	2018	budgeEng	to	complete.		The	
2018	budget	was	approved.		Thanks	to	all	involved	from	your	Church	Council	to	each	of	the	
CommiWees	and	ulEmately	to	each	of	you	for	aWending	and	passing	the	budget.			
		
For	the	month	of	December,	our	budgeted	income	was	$38,998	and	we	received	$36,912…a	
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2017	budget	for	electricity	was	set	too	high,	and	(2)	an	invoice	for	snow	removal	in	December	
has	not	yet	arrived.		Our	receipt	of	$2,086	less	income	than	expected,	coupled	with	$2,264	less	
in	expense,	gave	us	a	$178	posiEve	variance	against	budget.		I	wish	I	could	say	the	small	variance	
is	due	to	cracker	jack	budgeEng,	but	as	I’ve	menEoned	before,	there	are	many	variables	
involved	with	the	Eming	of	income	and	expense	in	a	church	budget.		The	ups	and	downs	just	
happened	to	balance	each	other	out	this	month.				
		
For	the	full	12	months	of	2017,	our	budgeted	income	was	$393,788	and	we	received	$381,962…
an	income	shortage	of	$11,826.		Our	budgeted	expense	was	$393,999	and	we	spent	$376,199…
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With	YTD	actual	income	received	of	$381,962	and	actual	expense	of	$376,199,	we	ended	up	
$5,763	in	the	black	for	year	end.		While	the	income	level	was	lower	than	hoped,	our	expenses	
were	even	lower	which	allowed	us	to	end	the	year	on	a	posiEve	note	to	the	tune	of	$5,763.		This	
is	great	news	and	thanks	to	all	for	your	support.		

	
Treasurer,	

	
Dave	Peppler	

CHURCH	COUNCIL	RECAP	
Church	council	discussed	the	need	for	Long	Range	Planning/Strategic	Planning	for	Bethlehem.		
Council	will	establish	a	specific	name	for	our	future	planning	program.		This	will	not	be	your	
“grandfather’s	long	range	planning”.		This	planning	will	be	focused	on	a	Emeframe	in	the	3	year	
to	maybe	5	year	range.		Council	wants	to	be	able	to	establish	goals	and	act	on	accomplishing	
those	goals	in	a	Emely	manner.		There	will	be	a	planning	CommiWee	put	together	to	work	hand	
in	hand	with	our	various	Church	CommiWees.		With	the	Good	Lord’s	guidance	and	all	of	our	
Bethlehem’s	ministries	both	now	and	for	the	future.	
	
Blessings,	
	
Tim	Fox,	Church	Council	Secretary	
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SMALL	GROUP	BIBLE	STUDY	
New	Folks	are	always	Welcome!!!!	

	
A	Bethlehem	tradiEon	for	more	than	a	decade	has	been	for	small	groups	to	discuss	the	
work	of	Christ	in	our	lives	using	Bible	references	and	published	materials.		Through	our	
study	we	experience	a	closer	bod	to	Christ	and	to	each	other.		Having	Christ	centered	
mutual	support	from	our	friends	is	very	upli`ing	and	helps	us	develop	the	spiritual	gi`s	we	
are	to	share	with	each	other.		We	welcome	you	to	join	a	group	or	create	one	of	your	own	
that	meets	at	a	Eme	more	convenient	to	you.		For	quesEons,	call	BJ	Christensen	
231-228-3426.	
	
Mee8ng	8me																Facilitator																																					Loca8on																												Theme	
3rd	Sunday	12:30pm				Cindy	Monroe		231-941-0788				BeWy	RuEla’s	Home								Poverty	
3rd	Monday	3:00pm					Barb	Oster	231-668-7038											BLC	Conference	Room			ReformaEon	
3rd	Tuesday		3:00pm				Corey	Hughes	231-941-4988					Helen	Rafeld’s	House							RevelaEon																															
																																																																																																																													“Breaking	the		Code”			
3rd	Thursday	1:00pm				Suzanne	Lehto		231-223-7187			BLC																													Small	Catechism	
4th	Sunday	12:30pm					BJ	&	Tom	Christensen	231-228-3426			BLC																					MarEn	Luther		
																																																																																																																																										95	Theses	
2nd	Friday	6:00pm									MaW	Branch	&	Tina	Dohm										BLC	
																																									Food	for	Thought																																																													Lutheranism	101	

	

YOUTH	FUNDRAISER	GUIDELINES	
Our	church	council	has	adopted	a	set	of	Guidelines	for	all	to	follow	when	conducEng	
any	kind	of	fundraiser.		These	Guidelines	are	posted	in	the	Gathering	Space.		Please		
contact	the	church	office	if	you	would	like	a	copy.	

XYZ	
Our	next	XYZ	gathering	will	be	Friday,	February	16.		Pot	Luck	lunch	at	noon.		Our	program	will	
be	presented	by	ChrisEne	Hubert	with	details	on	her	trip	to	Finland	recently	as	she	took	part	
in	their	celebraEon	of	their	100th	year	of	Independence.	All	are	welcome	to	bring	a	guest	(or	
two)	Please	contact	Jan	or	Butch	Waisanen	with	quesEons	at	etwaisanen@centurytel.net	or	
call	231-271-3802.	

ACTS	Thri`	Store	and	Food	Pantry	in	Williamsburg	is	looking	for	volunteers	for	the	following	Emes:	
	
Food	Pantry	–	Wednesday	a`ernoons	and	Saturday	mornings	
Thri`	Store	–	Tuesday-Friday	10am-5pm	
																								Saturday	–	10	am-3pm	
	
ACTS	provides	food,	clothing,	furniture	and	household	items	to	people	in	need	from	Antrim,	
Kalkaska	and	Grand	Traverse	CounEes.		They	are	always	looking	for	donaEons	of	clean	items	in	good	
condiEon.		Contact	MaW	Maby	at	231-463-8002	for	more	informaEon.	



SHOP AT FAMILY FARE AND 
HELP RAISE MONEY FOR 

QUILTS!! 
Shop	at	Family	Fare,	905	E.	8th	Street	here	in	Traverse	City	(or	at	any	Family	Fare	in	the	area)	
and	help	raise	money	for	quilts!	
	

To	warm	others	with	more	than	a	prayers,	
save	register	receipts	when	you	shop	Family	Fare!	
Lutheran	World	Relief	quilters	need	help	from	you.	
Bring	Family	Fare	receipts	to	us	that	you	could	do.	
This	helps	raise	money	for	the	supplies	it	will	take…	

for	fabric,	thread,	and	shipping	necessary	for	the	quilts	we	make!	
	

QuesEons?		Please	call	BeWy	RuEla	at	231-947-1013	

Book/Supper	Discussion	Group		
We	meet	from	5	to	7	pm	on	the	4th	Tuesday	of	the	

month.		Join	us,	and	if	you	have	any	quesEons,	please	
contact	Ellie	Long	at	231-935-4595	

935-4595.			
		
	
	
		
  
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES

1	Peter	4:10	
As	each	has	received	a	gi`,	use	it	to	serve	one	another,	as	good	stewards	of	God’s	
varied	grace.	
		
Our	contribuEons	to	the	Budget	Gap	fund	are	now	at	$1645.		Remember	this	is	an	
ongoing	fund,	and	you	can	donate	all	through	2018.	As	this	is	only	the	second	
month	we	feel	encouraged	-	but	need	addiEonal	input.		
		
We	conEnue	into	2018	with	love	and	hope	and	feeling	very	blessed	by	all	of	Gods	
gi`s	and	your	spirit	of	generosity	in	your	Threads	of	Giving,	Bread	of	life	
parEcipaEon.		


Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Wright
Stewardship Chair
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	In	honor	of	Bethlehem’s	125	year	anniversary	the	Worship	&	Music	Commicee	
has	restored	the	custom	of	honoring	new	members	of	the	family	of	God	with	a	
rose	at	the	Altar.		Those	who	wish	to	celebrate	their	new	child	or	grandchild	can	
contact	commiWee	chair,	Barbara	Oster	at:	beo6475@yahoo.com	or	via	phone	
668-7038.		The	cost	is	$10.00	to	be	submiWed	to	the	church	office,	or	labeled	as	
such	and	placed	in	the	collecEon	plate.	The	rose	and	vase	can	be	taken	by	the	

family	a`er	the	11:00	service	on	Sunday. 

Musicality	
Another	way	to	support	your	Bethlehem	Music	Department	is	to	join	one	of	the	
music	groups.		Depending	on	the	one	you	join,	you	could	be	a	part	of	services	
every	2	months,	once	a	month,	once	every	three	weeks,	or	about	every	other	

week.		They	all	have	different	schedules.		What	fits	you	best?	
	

Your	choices	are	steel	pans,	bells,	Worship	Team,	and	choir.		They	rehearse	once	a	
week	with	trained	directors	and	really	build	up	quite	a	comradery.		It’s	fun.		Think	

about	it.	

	
Habitat	for	Humanity	

Habitat	for	Humanity	is	always	looking	for	volunteers:	
	
1.  Skilled/Unskilled	volunteers	to	serve	as	site	coaches	leading	and	teaching	

groups	of	volunteers	in	finish	carpentry.		No	experience	necessary.	
2.  Committee	Members.		Time	commitment	is	about	three	hours	a	month.		

Committees	needing	members	are	Faith	Relations,	Family	Selection	and	
Events.	

3.  Re-Store	volunteers	/	Donation	drives	/	Pickup	and	Delivery	
4.  Lunch	volunteers	to	feed	construction	site	crews.	
5.  Deconstruction	teams	to	salvage	materials	to	be	sold	at	the	Re-Sale	Store.	
	
If	you’re	interested	in	helping	out,	please	call	Michelle	Reichert	at	231-941-4663	

LOVE,	INC		
	
Feb	7—Basic	BudgeEng,	Improve	Your	CommunicaEon,	Goal	Seong	for	Success	
Feb	21—Smart	Food	Shopping,	Improve	Your	CommunicaEon,	Colors	of	Childhood	
Register	by	calling:		231-941-5683	



12	

Delegates of the ELC-PNG 31st National Synod arrived at Mogi Kagai Village, East 
Simbu Province, in the PNG highlands. Despite its location which is quite mountainous 
and steep for vehicles to climb, people flocked in numbers to witness the week-long 
event.  More than 4000 people arrived early.  Tambourine Dancers from the 5 Circuits of 
East Simbu District performed during the opening ceremony.  Head Bishop the Rt. Rev. 
Jack Urame presided.	
 	
Unlike church assemblies in the US, PNG governing officials participated at the closing 
of the assembly. After the official Closing Worship service, the synod participants 
awaited the arrival of the Governor General, His excellency Sir Bob Dadae.  When he 
arrived, he was welcomed with a parade by the Police force. Then the Raipingka 
Trumpet ministry ushered him and his wife Lady Annah into the Synod hall.  For more 
information and some fascinating pictures about our companion church, go to the ELC-
PNG Facebook page on line. 

Focus: Evangelical Lutheran Church–Papua New 
Guinea – Companion Synod with North/West Lower	

Michigan Synod	

National Synod Assembly:ELC-PNG, 	

January, 2018 

New bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land	

Please keep the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) in your  
prayers as it has installed the Rev. Sani  
Ibrahim Azar as  the ELCJHL’s fourth bishop.  
The Rev. Munib Younan concludes his 20-year 
service as bishop and becomes bishop  
emeritus. ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was 
in the Holy Land leading an ELCA delegation attending 
the installation. For more information about the 
ELCJHL, visit elcjhl.org/. 



 
Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  
Pastor Paul can visit you.  

Health Concerns* 
	 Richard Fernholz, Loretta Hughes, Art Newhouse, 

 Margie Whitney, Thad Hellenga, Mary Gordon, 
  Ellie Tacke, Joyce Rombouts, Jan Winkler, 

Marlene Baesch, Jo Hasse, Ray Weller, 
Kate Holtfreter, Virginia Fleming, Tom Christiansen, 

 Diane Blair, and Alvin Kober 
 
Grand Traverse Pavilions:  Virginia Fleming 
Joy Givers:  Hazel Lautner   
 French Manor:  Mary Gordon, Joyce Rombouts  
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Juanita Lautner 
French Manor Lafranier:  Jo Hasse 
Boardman Lake Glens:  Inge Thomas   

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.   
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.   

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,  
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlen@gmail.net. 

*If	you	would	like	your	name,	or	the	name	of	a	loved	one,	to	appear	
on	this	list	which	appears	here	and	in	the	weekly	bulleEn,	please	call	
the	church	office	at	947-9880.	
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Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org? 
  

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org! 
  

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org... 
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BLC	Contacts	
	

PLEASE	NOTE	SEVERAL	ADDRESS	UPDATES	
 

Church	Office 
Pastor	Paul	Busekist 	 	paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org 

Admin.	Asst.	Sharon	Weller 	 	admin@bethlehemtc.org	

Admin.	Aide	Renae	Wells 	 	admin@bethlehemtc.org	 

Mary	Lou	Deutsch,		Bookkeeper 	bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org 

Sharon	Weller,	Music	Director 	sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org	

Alexis	Steig,	Youth	&	Outreach	Director										alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org	

Meghan	Denton,		ChrisEan	Ed	Coord.														meghan.denton@bethlehemtc.org		

Website 	 	 	www.bethlehemtc.org 

	 

Church	Council 

Phil	Anderson,	President 	 	president.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Jim	Parkinson,	Vice	President 	 	vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Tim	Fox,	Secretary 	 	secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Dave	Peppler,	Treasurer 	 	treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Shelly	McAllister,	Financial	Sec. 	 	secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Jan	Stretlien,	ChrisEan	Care	Giving 	 	chrisEancaregiving.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

Dianne	Blair,	ChrisEan	Ed. 	 	chrisEaneducaEon@bethlehemtc.org 

LoAnn	VandeLeest,	Evangelism 	 	evangelism@bethlehemtc.org 

Chuck	Ardingo,	Fellowship 	 	fellowship.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

LoAnn	VandeLeest,	Membership 	 	membershipevangelism.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

_______________,	Personnel 	 	personnel.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

Carl	Lehto,	Property 	 	property.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Wright,	Stewardship 	 	stewardship.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Oster,	Worship	and	Music 	 	worship.commiWee@bethlehemWc.org 

Jodi	Kelly,	Youth/Y2A 	 	youth.commiWee@bethlehemtc.org 

	 

If	you	have	an	interest	in	serving	on	any	of	the	above	CommiWees, 

Please	contact	the	CommiWee	Chairperson(s). 15	
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