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 A

 H
U

R
R

Y

,Q�WKRVH�GD\V�-HVXV�FDP
H�IURP

�1
D]DUHWK�RI�*

DOLOHH�DQG�Z
DV�EDSWL]HG�E\�

-RKQ�LQ�WKH�-RUGDQ��$
QG�Z

KHQ�+
H�FDP

H�XS�RXW�RI�WKH�Z
DWHU��LP

P
HGLDWHO\�

+
H�VDZ

�WKH�KHDYHQV�EHLQJ�WRUQ�RSHQ�DQG�WKH�6SLULW�GHVFHQGLQJ�RQ�+
LP
�

OLNH�D�GRYH��$
QG�D�YRLFH�FDP

H�IURP
�KHDYHQ��ê<RX�DUH�0

\�EHORYHG�6RQ��
Z
LWK�<RX�,�DP

�Z
HOO�SOHDVHG�ë�7KH�6SLULW�LP

P
HGLDWHO\�GURYH�+

LP
�RXW�

into the w
ilderness. A

nd H
e w

as in the w
ilderness forty days, being 

WHP
SWHG�E\�6DWDQ��$

QG�+
H�Z

DV�Z
LWK�WKH�Z

LOG�DQLP
DOV��DQG�WKH�DQJHOV�

Z
HUH�P

LQLVWHULQJ�WR�+
LP
��1
RZ

�DIWHU�-RKQ�Z
DV�DUUHVWHG��-HVXV�FDP

H�LQWR�
*
DOLOHH��SURFODLP

LQJ�WKH�*
RVSHO�RI�*

RG��DQG�VD\LQJ��ê7KH�WLP
H�LV�IXOĆOOHG��

DQG�WKH�NLQJGRP
�RI�*

RG�LV�DW�KDQG��UHSHQW�DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�*
RVSHO�ë�

(M
ark 1:9-15)

Lo
o

k at h
o

w
 fast everyth

in
g h

ap
p

en
s as Jesu

s b
egin

s H
is great 

Z
R
UN�R

I�VDYLQ
J�X

V��7
K
H�WLP

H�K
DV�Ć

Q
DOO\�FR

P
H��DQ

G
�+
H�Z

R
QèW�Z

DVWH�D�
m

in
u

te. H
e gets H
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ap
tized
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P
HGLDWHO\ sees h

eaven
 o

p
en
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d
 LP

P
HGLDWHO\ th

e Sp
irit d
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 th
e w
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 b
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�E\�6DWDQ
��-HVX

V�K
DV�D�P

LVVLR
Q
�WR
�IX
OĆ
OO��DQ

G
�WK
HUHèV�Q

R
W�D�

seco
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 to

 lo
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K
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G
�WK
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h
n

 5
:2

4
b). “W

h
o
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e sh
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E
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�Z
KHQ�>-HVXV@�URVH�HDUO\�RQ�WKH�ĆUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�Z

HHN��+
H�DSSHDUHG�

ĆUVW�WR�0
DU\�0

DJGDOHQH�ð
�%
XW�Z

KHQ�WKH\�KHDUG�WKDW�+
H�Z

DV�DOLYH�ð
�

WKH\�Z
RXOG�QRW�EHOLHYH�LW��ð

�+
H�DSSHDUHG�LQ�DQRWKHU�IRUP

�WR�WZ
R�RI�WKHP

��
as they w

ere w
alking into the country. A

nd they w
ent back and told the 

UHVW��EXW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKHP
��$
IWHUZ

DUG�+
H�DSSHDUHG�WR�WKH�HOHYHQ�

WKHP
VHOYHV�ð

�DQG�+
H�UHEXNHG�WKHP

�IRU�WKHLU�XQEHOLHI�DQG�KDUGQHVV�
RI�KHDUW��EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�QRW�EHOLHYHG�WKRVH�Z

KR�VDZ
�+
LP
�DIWHU�+

H�
KDG�ULVHQ��$

QG�+
H�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê*
R�LQWR�DOO�WKH�Z

RUOG�DQG�SURFODLP
�WKH�

*
RVSHO�WR�WKH�Z

KROH�FUHDWLRQ�ë��0
DUN�����D��������E�������

M
ark 1

6
:9

-2
0

 are th
e ad

d
ed

 verses o
f M

ark—
th

e extra en
d

in
gs th

at 
w

e can’t b
e ab

so
lu

tely su
re if M

ark really w
ro

te th
em

 o
r n

o
t, o

r if 
th

ey w
ere so

m
eo

n
e’s extra n

o
tes. T

h
at’s w

hy yo
u

r B
ib

le w
ill h

ave a 
n

o
te o

r fo
o

tn
o

te to
 tell yo

u
 so

. 

B
u

t th
ere’s o

n
e th

in
g th

at rin
gs very tru

e in
 th

ese extra verses, an
d

 
th

at is th
e fact th

at p
eo

p
le ju

st w
o

n’t b
elieve it w

h
en

 th
ey h

ear th
at 

Jesu
s is alive again

! T
im

e after tim
e, th

ey ign
o

re th
e m

essen
gers. 

T
h

ey lau
gh

 at th
e eyew

itn
esses. T

h
ey are su

re th
at even

 G
o

d
 co

u
ld

 
n

o
t d

o
 su

ch
 a th

in
g.

A
n

d
 th

at’s th
e w

ay it is fo
r u

s to
d

ay, isn’t it? O
n

ly th
e H

o
ly Sp

irit, 
G

o
d

 H
im

self, can
 b

rin
g u

s to
 b

elieve th
is in

cred
ib

le b
u

t w
o

n
d

erfu
l 

sto
ry. H

e is th
e O

n
e w

h
o

 is w
o

rkin
g w

h
en

 w
e h

ear th
at G

o
d

 loved
 

u
s so

 m
u

ch
 H

e b
ecam

e a M
an

—
grew

 u
p

, lived
 an

d
 cared

 fo
r p

eo
p

le, 
DQ
G
�Ć
Q
DOO\�VX

IIHUHG
�DQ

G
�G
LHG

�IR
U�X
V�R

Q
�D�FUR

VVæ
DQ
G
�WK
HQ
�UR
VH�IUR

P
�

th
e d

ead
. W

e d
o

 n
o

t b
elieve b

ecau
se w

e are so
 sm

art o
r faith

fu
l. W

e 
b

elieve b
ecau

se G
o

d
 is livin

g in
 u

s, b
rin

gin
g u

s to
 kn

o
w

 H
im

—
an

d
 

th
en

 sen
d

in
g u

s o
u

t to
 sh

are th
e G

o
o

d
 N

ew
s o

f Jesu
s w

ith
 o

th
ers.

/RUG�+
RO\�6SLULW��VWUHQJWKHQ�P

\�IDLWK��DQG�XVH�P
H�VR�RWKHUV�Z

LOO�FRP
H�WR�

WUXVW�LQ�-HVXV��$
P
HQ�
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%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 yo
u

 h
ad

 a h
ard

 tim
e b

elievin
g so

m
eth

in
g 

w
o

n
d

erfu
l.

%�
In

 w
h

at w
ay d

id
 yo

u
 b

eco
m

e a b
eliever in

 Jesu
s?

%�
P

ick o
n

e p
erso

n
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 is n

o
t a b

eliever an
d

 p
ray fo

r h
im

 
o

r h
er.



 
 

Thursday, February 18, 2021

F
O

U
N

D
—

A
N

D
 K

E
P

T
 SA

F
E

3DVVLQJ�DORQJVLGH�WKH�6HD�RI�*
DOLOHH��+

H�VDZ
�6LP

RQ�DQG�$
QGUHZ

�WKH�
EURWKHU�RI�6LP

RQ�FDVWLQJ�D�QHW�LQWR�WKH�VHD��IRU�WKH\�Z
HUH�ĆVKHUP

HQ��
$
QG�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê)ROORZ
�0
H��DQG�,�Z

LOO�P
DNH�\RX�EHFRP

H�ĆVKHUV�
RI�P

HQ�ë�$
QG�LP

P
HGLDWHO\�WKH\�OHIW�WKHLU�QHWV�DQG�IROORZ

HG�+
LP
��$
QG�

JRLQJ�RQ�D�OLWWOH�IDUWKHU��+
H�VDZ

�-DP
HV�WKH�VRQ�RI�=HEHGHH�DQG�-RKQ�KLV�

EURWKHU��Z
KR�Z

HUH�LQ�WKHLU�ERDW�P
HQGLQJ�WKH�QHWV��$

QG�LP
P
HGLDWHO\�+

H�
FDOOHG�WKHP

��DQG�WKH\�OHIW�WKHLU�IDWKHU�=HEHGHH�LQ�WKH�ERDW�Z
LWK�WKH�KLUHG�

VHUYDQWV�DQG�IROORZ
HG�+

LP
���0

DUN���������

Jesu
s is n

o
 fo

o
l. H

e h
as m

ayb
e th

ree years to
 get th

e w
o

rd
 to

 
as m

any p
eo

p
le as p

o
ssib

le ab
o

u
t th

e fo
rgiven

ess an
d

 life G
o

d
 

is o
fferin

g to
 anyb

o
d

y w
h

o
 w

ill take it. Jesu
s kn

o
w

s th
e cro

ss is 
co

m
in

g, an
d

 H
e w

an
ts to

 u
se H

is tim
e w

isely. So
 H

e lo
o

ks fo
r h

elp
—

p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 can
 h

elp
 H

im
 get th

e w
o

rd
 o

u
t.

$
Q
G
�OR
R
N�Z

K
R
�+
H�Ć

Q
G
V��)R

X
U�Ć

VK
HUP

HQ
��K
DUG

�DW�Z
R
UN��7

K
H\èUH�

d
o

in
g an

 im
p

o
rtan

t jo
b

, b
u

t Jesu
s h

as an
 even

 m
o

re u
rgen

t o
n

e. 
ê)R

OOR
Z
�0
H��DQ

G
�,�Z

LOO�P
DNH�\R

X
�Ć
VK
HUV�R

I�P
HQ
�ë�$

Q
G
�WK
H\�OHDYH�LW�DOO�

b
eh

in
d

—
jo

b
s, n

ets, fam
ily—

an
d

 go
 after H

im
.

I d
o

u
b

t any o
f th

em
 h

ad
 a clu

e w
h

at th
e n

ext few
 years w

o
u

ld
 lo

o
k 

like. W
h

at w
o

u
ld

 th
ey d

o
, w

h
ere w

o
u

ld
 th

ey live, h
o

w
 w

o
u

ld
 th

eir 
lives en

d
 u

p
? T

h
ey d

id
n’t kn

o
w

. B
u

t th
ey w

o
u

ld
 h

ave Jesu
s—

an
d

 
Jesu

s w
o

u
ld

 h
ave th

em
. T

h
at w

as en
o

u
gh

 to
 get started

 w
ith

.

It’s en
o

u
gh

 fo
r u

s, to
o

, isn’t it? W
e h

ave n
o

 gu
aran

tee w
h

at’s co
m

in
g 

to
 u

s in
 o

u
r lives—

n
ext year, n

ext m
o

n
th

, o
r even

 to
m

o
rro

w
. B

u
t w

e 
h

ave Jesu
s—

an
d

 Jesu
s h

as u
s. T

h
at is all th

e safety w
e n

eed
—

th
at 

w
e are in

 th
e h

an
d

s o
f th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 d

ied
 an

d
 ro

se again
 fo

r o
u

r 
sakes. 

/RUG��NHHS�P
H�Z

LWK�<RX��DQG�VKRZ
�P
H�WKH�Z

D\�<RX�KDYH�IRU�P
H�WR�Z

DON��
$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
H

as yo
u

r life ever taken
 an

 u
n

exp
ected

 tu
rn

?

%�
W

h
en

 yo
u

 are n
ervo

u
s o

r afraid
, w

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 d

o
?

%�
H

o
w

 h
as Jesu

s h
elp

ed
 yo

u
 w

h
en

 yo
u

 w
o

rry ab
o

u
t th

e fu
tu

re?

2
4

7

 
 

Easter Sunday, A
pril 4, 2021

A
F

R
A

ID
?

:
KHQ�WKH�6DEEDWK�Z

DV�SDVW��0
DU\�0

DJGDOHQH��0
DU\�WKH�P

RWKHU�RI�
-DP

HV��DQG�6DORP
H�ð

�Z
HQW�WR�WKH�WRP

E��ð
�$
QG�HQWHULQJ�WKH�WRP

E��WKH\�
VDZ

�D�\RXQJ�P
DQ�VLWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH��GUHVVHG�LQ�D�Z

KLWH�UREH��DQG�
WKH\�Z

HUH�DODUP
HG��$

QG�KH�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê'

R�QRW�EH�DODUP
HG��<RX�VHHN�

-HVXV�RI�1
D]DUHWK��Z

KR�Z
DV�FUXFLĆHG��+

H�KDV�ULVHQ��+
H�LV�QRW�KHUH��6HH�WKH�

SODFH�Z
KHUH�WKH\�ODLG�+

LP
�ë�ð

�$
QG�WKH\�Z

HQW�RXW�DQG�ćHG�IURP
�WKH�WRP

E��
IRU�WUHP

EOLQJ�DQG�DVWRQLVKP
HQW�KDG�VHL]HG�WKHP

��DQG�WKH\�VDLG�QRWKLQJ�
WR�DQ\RQH��IRU�WKH\�Z

HUH�DIUDLG���0
DUN�����D���E���������

T
h

is is th
e w

h
o

le en
d

in
g o

f M
ark—

th
at is, th

e text w
e can

 b
e su

re o
f. 

(T
h

ere are o
th

er b
its th

at p
eo

p
le h

ave ad
d

ed
 o

n
 th

ro
u

gh
 th

e years, 
b

u
t w

e can’t b
e su

re any o
f th

em
 are o

rigin
al. C

o
n

su
lt yo

u
r stu

d
y 

B
ib

le o
r fo

o
tn

o
tes to

 see w
h

at I m
ean

.)

A
n

d
 b

oy, is it a w
eird

 p
lace to

 en
d

! “T
h

ey said
 n

o
th

in
g to

 anyo
n

e, 
fo

r th
ey w

ere afraid
.” A

fraid
? W

hy n
o

t overjoyed
, su

rp
rised

, h
ap

py, 
d

eligh
ted

 …
 n

o
. T

h
ey w

ere afraid
.

T
h

ese are n
o

t co
w

ard
ly w

o
m

en
. T

h
ey h

ad
 th

e gu
ts to

 leave th
eir 

safe ro
o

m
 an

d
 travel to

 a to
m

b
 to

 h
an

d
le a d

ead
 b

o
d

y. T
h

ey kn
ew

 
th

ey w
ere riskin

g arrest o
r assau

lt. T
h

ey co
u

ld
 face all o

f th
o

se fears. 
B

u
t Jesu

s’ resu
rrectio

n
 p

u
ts th

em
 over th

e ed
ge. 

W
hy? M

ayb
e b

ecau
se fo

r so
 m

any, m
any years, th

e h
u

m
an

 race h
as 

kn
o

w
n

 o
n

ly o
n

e sto
ry: b

irth
, life, d

eath
. T

h
e en

d
. It is a terrifyin

g 
an

d
 h

eartb
reakin

g sto
ry, b

u
t it is th

e o
n

ly o
n

e w
e kn

ew
. N

o
w

 co
m

es 
Jesu

s w
h

o
 tu

rn
s th

e o
ld

 sto
ry u

p
sid

e d
o

w
n

. H
e is alive—

o
u

t o
f 

th
e grave, free fro

m
 d

eath’s p
o

w
er—

an
d

 su
d

d
en

ly anyth
in

g m
igh

t 
h

ap
p

en
. A

nyth
in

g!

W
h

at ab
o

u
t yo

u
, w

h
en

 yo
u

r life is tu
rn

ed
 u

p
sid

e d
o

w
n

? W
h

at is 
th

e cu
re fo

r th
at kin

d
 o

f fear? O
n

ly Jesu
s. H

e is th
e o

n
ly O

n
e w

h
o

 
co

u
ld

 take th
eir fear—

o
r o

u
rs—

an
d

 tu
rn

 it in
to

 rejo
icin

g. H
e cam

e to
 

m
eet th

em
 as th

ey ran
 b

ack to
 Jeru

salem
. H

e co
m

es to
 m

eet u
s, to

o
, 

b
ecau

se H
e kn

o
w

s o
u

r n
eed

. 

/RUG��OHW�P
H�FOLQJ�WR�<RX�Z

KHQ�P
\�OLIH�LV�WXUQHG�XSVLGH�GRZ

Q��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
W

h
en

 h
ave yo

u
 b

een
 afraid

 o
f so

m
eth

in
g n

ew
?

%�
W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 b

e afraid
 if so

m
eo

n
e yo

u
 loved

 su
d

d
en

ly ro
se fro

m
 

th
e d

ead
? W

hy o
r w

hy n
o

t?

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 Jesu
s tu

rn
ed

 fear in
to

 joy fo
r yo

u
. 



 
 

Friday, February 19, 2021

W
A

N
T

E
D

$
QG�ULVLQJ�YHU\�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�P

RUQLQJ��Z
KLOH�LW�Z

DV�VWLOO�GDUN��+
H�GHSDUWHG�

DQG�Z
HQW�RXW�WR�D�GHVRODWH�SODFH��DQG�WKHUH�+

H�SUD\HG��$
QG�6LP

RQ�DQG�
WKRVH�Z

KR�Z
HUH�Z

LWK�KLP
�VHDUFKHG�IRU�+

LP
��DQG�WKH\�IRXQG�+

LP
�DQG�VDLG�

WR�+
LP
��ê(YHU\RQH�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�<RX�ë�$

QG�+
H�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê/HW�XV�JR�RQ�
WR�WKH�QH[W�WRZ

QV��WKDW�,�P
D\�SUHDFK�WKHUH�DOVR��IRU�WKDW�LV�Z

K\�,�FDP
H�

RXW�ë�$
QG�+

H�Z
HQW�WKURXJKRXW�DOO�*

DOLOHH��SUHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�V\QDJRJXHV�
DQG�FDVWLQJ�RXW�GHP

RQV���0
DUN���������

Jesu
s h

ad
 a h

ab
it o

f sn
eakin

g o
ff by H

im
self to

 p
ray, eith

er in
 th

e 
very, very early m

o
rn

in
g, o

r very late at n
igh

t. T
h

o
se w

ere p
ro

b
ab

ly 
th

e o
n

ly tim
es H

e co
u

ld
 get, as so

 m
any p

eo
p

le w
an

ted
 H

im
—

fo
r 

h
ealin

g, fo
r p

reach
in

g, fo
r an

sw
erin

g q
u

estio
n

s. B
u

t Jesu
s n

eed
ed

 
th

at tim
e w

ith
 th

e F
ath

er—
an

d
 so

 H
e to

o
k it w

h
en

 H
e co

u
ld

 get it.

B
u

t as any p
aren

t kn
o

w
s, th

ey w
ill�Ć

Q
G
�\R

X
��HYHQ

WX
DOO\æ

DQ
G
�DOO�WK

HLU�
w

an
ts an

d
 n

eed
s w

ill co
m

e p
o

u
rin

g o
u

t o
n

 to
p

 o
f yo

u
. It’s easy to

 get 
lo

st in
 w

h
at everyo

n
e else w

an
ts o

f yo
u

! B
u

t Jesu
s h

ad
 it straigh

t: 
“Let u

s go
 o

n
 to

 th
e n

ext to
w

n
s, th

at I m
ay p

reach
 th

ere also
, fo

r th
at 

is w
hy I cam

e o
u

t.”

A
re yo

u
 overco

m
e by w

h
at everyo

n
e else w

an
ts o

f yo
u

? It m
igh

t b
e 

D�JR
R
G
�WLP

H�WR
�G
R
�Z
K
DW�-HVX

V�G
LG
��DQ

G
�Ć
Q
G
�VR

P
H�WLP

H�WR
�VS

HQ
G
�Z
LWK

�
G

o
d

. H
e is th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 loves an

d
 valu

es yo
u

, n
o

t fo
r w

h
at yo

u
 d

o
, 

b
u

t sim
p

ly b
ecau

se yo
u

 are H
is b

eloved
 ch

ild
—

b
ecau

se yo
u

 are th
e 

o
n

e H
e su

ffered
, d

ied
, an

d
 ro

se again
 fo

r. Yo
u

 are w
an

ted
—

w
an

ted
 

by G
o

d
, p

u
rely b

ecau
se H

e loves yo
u

.

'
HDU�)DWKHU��KHOS�P

H�WR�JHW�LW�VWUDLJKW�WKDW�<RX�ORYH�P
H�EHFDXVH�WKDWèV�

Z
KR�<RX�DUH��DQG�QRW�EHFDXVH�RI�Z

KDW�,�GR�RU�GRQèW�GR��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
W

h
o

 w
an

ts so
m

eth
in

g o
f yo

u
 to

d
ay? W

h
at is it?

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 ever feel overw

h
elm

ed
 by th

e w
an

ts o
f o

th
ers?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es it m

ean
 to

 yo
u

 to
 kn

o
w

 th
at G

o
d

 w
an

ts yo
u

 fo
r yo

u
, 

an
d

 n
o

t fo
r w

h
at yo

u
 can

 p
ro

d
u

ce?

 

4
6

3

 
 

H
oly Saturday, A

pril 3, 2021

U
N

E
X

P
E

C
T

E
D

 LO
V

E

$
QG�Z

KHQ�HYHQLQJ�KDG�FRP
H�ð

�-RVHSK�RI�$
ULP

DWKHD��D�UHVSHFWHG�
P
HP

EHU�RI�WKH�FRXQFLO��Z
KR�Z

DV�DOVR�KLP
VHOI�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�NLQJGRP

�RI�
*
RG��WRRN�FRXUDJH�DQG�Z

HQW�WR�3LODWH�DQG�DVNHG�IRU�WKH�ERG\�RI�-HVXV�
ð
��$
QG�-RVHSK�ERXJKW�D�OLQHQ�VKURXG��DQG�WDNLQJ�+

LP
�GRZ

Q��Z
UDSSHG�

+
LP
�LQ�WKH�OLQHQ�VKURXG�DQG�ODLG�+

LP
�LQ�D�WRP

E�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FXW�RXW�RI�
WKH�URFN��$

QG�KH�UROOHG�D�VWRQH�DJDLQVW�WKH�HQWUDQFH�RI�WKH�WRP
E��0

DU\�
0
DJGDOHQH�DQG�0

DU\�WKH�P
RWKHU�RI�-RVHV�VDZ

�Z
KHUH�+

H�Z
DV�ODLG���0

DUN�
�����D������������

It to
o

k so
m

e co
u

rage fo
r Jo

sep
h

 to
 go

 to
 P

ilate an
d

 ask fo
r Jesu

s’ 
b

o
d

y. A
fter all, h

e w
as a m

em
b

er o
f th

e co
u

n
cil—

th
e very gro

u
p

 th
at 

co
n

d
em

n
ed

 Jesu
s. N

o
w

 h
e is b

reakin
g ran

ks w
ith

 th
e o

th
ers, m

akin
g 

it clear w
h

ere h
is h

eart lies—
even

 th
o

u
gh

, as far as h
e kn

o
w

s, th
ere 

is n
o

 lo
n

ger any w
ay th

at it w
ill m

atter to
 Jesu

s.

B
u

t Jo
sep

h
 loves Jesu

s. H
e w

ill n
o

t let H
im

 b
e d

u
m

p
ed

 in
 an

 
u

n
m

arked
 grave. H

e w
ill give Jesu

s h
is very o

w
n

 to
m

b
, th

e o
n

e 
Jo

sep
h

 b
u

ilt fo
r h

is o
w

n
 fam

ily to
 lie in

. H
e w

ill d
o

 w
h

at h
e can

, to
 

h
o

n
o

r Jesu
s’ b

o
d

y—
even

 if it co
sts h

im
 h

is p
lace o

n
 th

e co
u

n
cil. To

 
Jo

sep
h

, it is w
o

rth
 it.

W
h

ere d
id

 th
is love co

m
e fro

m
? Fro

m
 Jesu

s! A
fter all, H

e b
eh

aves 
th

e sam
e w

ay. W
h

en
 w

e sin
n

ed
 an

d
 cam

e u
n

d
er th

e p
o

w
er o

f d
eath

, 
G

o
d

 d
id

 n
o

t ab
an

d
o

n
 u

s. H
e cam

e in
to

 th
e w

o
rld

 to
 rescu

e u
s—

to
 set 

u
s free fro

m
 evil an

d
 give u

s a n
ew

, everlastin
g life. H

e kn
ew

 th
at th

e 
p

rice fo
r th

is w
as su

fferin
g an

d
 d

eath
, b

u
t Jesu

s w
as o

kay w
ith

 th
at. 

W
hy? B

ecau
se H

e loves u
s.

'
HDU�/RUG��OHW�<RXU�ORYH�WDNH�URRW�LQ�P

\�KHDUW�DOVR��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
D

escrib
e o

n
e q

u
iet act o

f love yo
u

 h
ave seen

 lately.

%�
W

h
o

 (b
esid

es Jesu
s) h

as given
 u

p
 so

m
eth

in
g, b

ig o
r tiny, to

 sh
o

w
 

yo
u

 love?

%�
W

h
at co

u
ld

 yo
u

 d
o

 to
 love so

m
eo

n
e in

 a q
u

iet w
ay to

d
ay?

 



 
 

Saturday, February 20, 2021

SH
O

C
K

IN
G

A
nd as H

e passed by, H
e saw

 Levi the son of A
lphaeus sitting at the tax 

ERRWK��DQG�+
H�VDLG�WR�KLP

��ê)ROORZ
�0
H�ë�$

QG�KH�URVH�DQG�IROORZ
HG�+

LP
��

$
QG�DV�+

H�UHFOLQHG�DW�WDEOH�LQ�KLV�KRXVH��P
DQ\�WD[�FROOHFWRUV�DQG�VLQQHUV�

Z
HUH�UHFOLQLQJ�Z

LWK�-HVXV�DQG�+
LV�GLVFLSOHV��IRU�WKHUH�Z

HUH�P
DQ\�Z

KR�
IROORZ

HG�+
LP
��$
QG�WKH�VFULEHV�RI�WKH�3KDULVHHV��Z

KHQ�WKH\�VDZ
�WKDW�+

H�
Z
DV�HDWLQJ�Z

LWK�VLQQHUV�DQG�WD[�FROOHFWRUV��VDLG�WR�+
LV�GLVFLSOHV��ê:

K\�
GRHV�+

H�HDW�Z
LWK�WD[�FROOHFWRUV�DQG�VLQQHUV"ë�$

QG�Z
KHQ�-HVXV�KHDUG�LW��+

H�
VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê7KRVH�Z
KR�DUH�Z

HOO�KDYH�QR�QHHG�RI�D�SK\VLFLDQ��EXW�WKRVH�
Z
KR�DUH�VLFN��,�FDP

H�QRW�WR�FDOO�WKH�ULJKWHRXV��EXW�VLQQHUV�ë��0
DUN���������

It’s stran
ge h

o
w

 relaxed
 Jesu

s is in
 Levi’s h

o
u

se. T
h

ere H
e is, 

reclin
in

g at th
e tab

le, lean
in

g co
m

fo
rtab

ly o
n

 o
n

e elb
o

w
 as p

eo
p

le 
d

id
 in

 th
o

se d
ays at sp

ecial m
eals. A

ro
u

n
d

 H
im

 are all th
e riffraff o

f 
th

e n
eigh

b
o

rh
o

o
d

—
o

th
er tax co

llecto
rs, p

ro
stitu

tes, ch
eaters, liars, 

m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

 o
f b

ad
 rep

u
tatio

n
. A

n
d

 Jesu
s in

 th
e m

id
d

le, talkin
g, 

listen
in

g—
as if H

e actu
ally enjoyed b

ein
g th

ere, w
ith

 th
o

se p
eo

p
le. 

N
o

 w
o

n
d

er th
e religio

u
s lead

ers w
ere sh

o
cked

!

I h
ave to

 ad
m

it, it sh
o

cks m
e a b

it, to
o

. N
o

t th
at H

e w
o

u
ld

 sp
en

d
 

tim
e w

ith
 Levi’s gu

ests, b
u

t th
at H

e w
o

u
ld

 sp
en

d
 tim

e w
ith

 m
e—

d
raw

 clo
se to

 m
e—

treat m
e as so

m
eo

n
e w

o
rth

 talkin
g an

d
 listen

in
g 

to
. I kn

o
w

 w
h

at I am
. W

hy co
m

e clo
se to

 m
e? 

A
n

d
 yet Jesu

s d
o

es. H
e co

m
es clo

se to
 m

e an
d

 to
 yo

u
, clo

se en
o

u
gh

 
to

 to
u

ch
—

clo
se en

o
u

gh
 to

 save u
s. H

e d
o

esn’t h
esitate. W

e are th
e 

p
eo

p
le H

e w
an

ts to
 b

e w
ith

, th
e o

n
es H

e invites to
 H

is o
w

n
 tab

le—
th

e o
n

es H
e lays d

o
w

n
 H

is life fo
r. W

hy? It can
 o

n
ly b

e love.

'
HDU�/RUG��VLQFH�<RX�FKRRVH�WR�ORYH�P

H��KHOS�P
H�WR�ORYH�<RX�EDFN��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
A

re th
ere p

eo
p

le yo
u

 w
ere tau

gh
t to

 co
n

sid
er “n

o
t o

u
r kin

d
 o

f 
p

eo
p

le”?

%�
W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 b

e co
m

fo
rtab

le o
r n

o
t w

ith
 Jesu

s co
m

in
g clo

se to
 

yo
u

?

%�
To

 Jesu
s, yo

u
 are “H

is kin
d

 o
f p

eo
p

le.” W
h

at d
o

es th
at m

ean
 to

 
yo

u
?

 

 
 

G
ood Friday, A

pril 2, 2021

C
U

R
TA

IN

A
nd Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed H

is last. A
nd the curtain of the 

WHP
SOH�Z

DV�WRUQ�LQ�WZ
R��IURP

�WRS�WR�ERWWRP
���0

DUN��������
��

C
u

rtain
s are fo

r h
id

in
g th

in
gs. T

h
ey cover u

p
 w

in
d

o
w

s w
h

en
 w

e 
d

o
n’t w

an
t p

eo
p

le to
 lo

o
k in

, o
r b

lo
ck h

o
sp

ital b
ed

s w
h

en
 p

eo
p

le 
are b

ein
g treated

. G
o

d
 H

im
self h

ad
 th

e Israelites h
an

g a cu
rtain

 
b

etw
een

 th
e m

ain
 p

art o
f th

e tem
p

le an
d

 th
e H

o
liest P

lace, th
e sp

o
t 

w
h

ere G
o

d
 H

im
self w

as p
resen

t in
 a sp

ecial w
ay to

 care fo
r H

is 
p

eo
p

le, Israel. 

W
e h

ave learn
ed

 to
 resp

ect cu
rtain

s—
to

 stay o
u

t u
n

less invited
. 

O
n

ly o
n

e m
an

 w
as invited

 b
eh

in
d

 G
o

d
’s cu

rtain
, an

d
 o

n
ly o

n
ce a 

year fo
r a sin

gle jo
b

—
to

 m
ake ato

n
em

en
t w

ith
 th

e b
lo

o
d

 o
f a p

u
re 

VDFULĆ
FH�IR

U�WK
H�VLQ

V�R
I�*

R
G
èV�S

HR
S
OH��7

K
H�UHVW�R

I�WK
H�WLP

H��WR
�HQ

WHU�
w

as d
eath

. Stay aw
ay—

G
o

d
 is h

o
ly, an

d
 w

e are n
o

t—
th

at w
as th

e 
m

essage o
f th

e tem
p

le cu
rtain

.

W
h

at m
u

st th
ey h

ave th
o

u
gh

t, th
o

se p
riests o

n
 d

u
ty, w

h
en

 th
ey saw

 
th

e cu
rtain

 to
rn

 in
 tw

o
? 

T
h

ey co
u

ld
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 th
at, ju

st at th
at m

o
m

en
t, G

o
d

’s o
w

n
 So

n
 h

ad
 

b
reath

ed
 H

is last—
h

ad
 allo

w
ed

 H
is o

w
n

 b
o

d
y to

 b
e to

rn
 an

d
 b

ro
ken

 
IR
U�X
V�R

Q
�WK
H�FUR

VV��DV�WK
H�S

HUIHFW��S
X
UH�VDFULĆ

FH�WK
DW�Z

R
X
OG
�E
ULQ

J�
u

s b
ack to

 G
o

d
. T

h
e w

ay to
 G

o
d

 w
as o

p
en

 n
o

w
—

n
o

t ju
st fo

r a sin
gle 

m
an

, n
o

t ju
st fo

r p
riests, b

u
t fo

r everyb
o

d
y. In

 Jesu
s, w

e are n
o

w
 

w
elco

m
e.

Jesu
s o

p
en

ed
 u

p
 th

e w
ay. A

s th
e w

riter o
f H

eb
rew

s said
, “W

e h
ave 

FR
Q
Ć
G
HQ
FH�WR

�HQ
WHUbWK

H�K
R
O\�S

ODFHV�E\�WK
H�E

OR
R
G
�R
I�-HVX

V�bE\bWK
H�

Q
HZ

�DQ
G
�OLYLQ

J�Z
D\�WK

DW�+
H�R

S
HQ
HG
�IR
U�X
V�WK

UR
X
JK
bWK
H�FX

UWDLQ
��WK

DW�
LV��WK

UR
X
JK
�+
LV�ć

HVKë��+
HE
UHZ

V��
�
��
�
E
��
�
���7

K
H�VHS

DUDWLR
Q
�LV�JR

Q
H��

W
e can

 ap
p

ro
ach

 th
e h

o
ly G

o
d

—
b

ecau
se H

e h
as ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 u
s 

Ć
UVW��LQ

�-HVX
V�&

K
ULVW�R

X
U�6DYLR

U�

'
UDZ

�P
H�QHDU�WR�<RX��+

RO\�)DWKHU��WKURXJK�<RXU�6RQ�-HVXV�&
KULVW��$

P
HQ� 

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
W

h
at cu

rtain
 d

o
 yo

u
 rem

em
b

er m
o

st vivid
ly, an

d
 w

hy?

%�
A

re yo
u

 ever n
ervo

u
s ab

o
u

t ap
p

ro
ach

in
g G

o
d

?

%�
D

o
es it h

elp
 to

 rem
em

b
er th

at Jesu
s is alw

ays at yo
u

r sid
e?

4
4

5



 
 

Sunday, February 21, 2021

W
IT

H
E

R
E

D

$
JDLQ�+

H�HQWHUHG�WKH�V\QDJRJXH��DQG�D�P
DQ�Z

DV�WKHUH�Z
LWK�D�Z

LWKHUHG�
KDQG��$

QG�WKH\�Z
DWFKHG�-HVXV��WR�VHH�Z

KHWKHU�+
H�Z

RXOG�KHDO�KLP
�RQ�

WKH�6DEEDWK��VR�WKDW�WKH\�P
LJKW�DFFXVH�+

LP
��$
QG�+

H�VDLG�WR�WKH�P
DQ�

Z
LWK�WKH�Z

LWKHUHG�KDQG��ê&
RP

H�KHUH�ë�$
QG�+

H�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê,V�LW�ODZ

IXO�
RQ�WKH�6DEEDWK�WR�GR�JRRG�RU�WR�GR�KDUP

��WR�VDYH�OLIH�RU�WR�NLOO"ë�%
XW�

WKH\�Z
HUH�VLOHQW��$

QG�+
H�ORRNHG�DURXQG�DW�WKHP

�Z
LWK�DQJHU��JULHYHG�DW�

WKHLU�KDUGQHVV�RI�KHDUW��DQG�VDLG�WR�WKH�P
DQ��ê6WUHWFK�RXW�\RXU�KDQG�ë�

H
e stretched it out, and his hand w

as restored. The Pharisees w
ent out 

DQG�LP
P
HGLDWHO\�KHOG�FRXQVHO�Z

LWK�WKH�+
HURGLDQV�DJDLQVW�+

LP
��KRZ

�WR�
GHVWUR\�+

LP
���0

DUN�������

H
o

w
 o

d
d

 it m
u

st h
ave b

een
 fo

r th
e m

an
 in

 th
is sto

ry! I d
o

u
b

t h
e 

exp
ected

 Jesu
s to

 go
 to

e-to
-to

e w
ith

 th
e P

h
arisees in

 th
e m

id
d

le 
o

f th
e syn

ago
gu

e, ju
st to

 h
eal h

is w
ith

ered
 h

an
d

. A
fter all, w

h
o

 w
as 

h
e? N

o
b

o
d

y sp
ecial. Ju

st an
 o

rd
in

ary m
an

 w
ith

 a d
isab

ility. A
n

d
 n

o
t 

so
m

eth
in

g th
at w

as gettin
g rap

id
ly w

o
rse—

th
is w

as a p
ro

b
lem

 h
e 

h
ad

 h
ad

 fo
r years, m

o
st likely. W

h
at w

as th
e h

u
rry? 

A
n

d
 yet, to

 Jesu
s, th

ere w
as every reaso

n
 to

 h
u

rry. H
e lo

o
ked

 at 
th

is m
an

 an
d

 H
e loved

 h
im

—
o

n
e o

f G
o

d
’s p

eo
p

le—
so

m
eo

n
e Jesu

s 
h

ad
 co

m
e in

to
 th

is w
o

rld
 to

 love an
d

 to
 save th

ro
u

gh
 H

is o
w

n
 d

eath
 

an
d

 resu
rrectio

n
. T

h
is m

an
 w

as su
fferin

g w
h

en
 h

e d
id

n’t h
ave to

. 
Jesu

s co
u

ld
 ch

an
ge th

at, o
n

 th
at d

ay, righ
t th

en
 an

d
 th

ere—
an

d
 H

e 
d

id
. A

n
d

 as a resu
lt, H

is en
em

ies w
en

t o
u

t to
 p

lo
t h

o
w

 to
 p

u
t H

im
 to

 
d

eath
.

O
u

r su
fferin

g m
atters to

 G
o

d
—

m
atters in

ten
sely to

 H
im

. So
m

e o
f it 

H
e en

d
s q

u
ickly. So

m
e H

e allo
w

s to
 co

n
tin

u
e th

o
u

gh
 w

e d
o

n’t kn
o

w
 

th
e reaso

n
 w

hy. B
u

t w
h

atever h
ap

p
en

s to
 u

s, w
e can

 b
e su

re th
at 

G
o

d
 is w

ith
 u

s in
 o

u
r su

fferin
g, an

d
 th

at H
e h

as laid
 d

o
w

n
 H

is o
w

n
 

life to
 b

rin
g u

s th
ro

u
gh

 it—
an

d
 o

u
t th

e o
th

er sid
e, in

to
 H

is kin
gd

o
m

.

/RUG��Z
KHQ�,�VXIIHU��KHOS�P

H�WR�WUXVW�WKDW�<RX�ORYH�DQG�FDUH�IRU�P
H��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k th
e m

an
 felt after th

e u
p

ro
ar o

f h
is h

ealin
g?

%�
A

re yo
u

 su
fferin

g n
o

w
? In

 w
h

at w
ays?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 relate to
 G

o
d

 w
h

en
 yo

u
 are su

fferin
g?

 

 
 

M
aundy Thursday, A

pril 1, 2021

D
IV

IN
E

 A
N

D
 H

U
M

A
N

A
nd as they w

ere eating, H
e took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 

JDYH�LW�WR�WKHP
��DQG�VDLG��ê7DNH��WKLV�LV�0

\�ERG\�ë�$
QG�+

H�WRRN�D�FXS��DQG�
Z
KHQ�+

H�KDG�JLYHQ�WKDQNV�+
H�JDYH�LW�WR�WKHP

��DQG�WKH\�DOO�GUDQN�RI�LW��
$
QG�+

H�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê7KLV�LV�0

\�EORRG�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��Z
KLFK�LV�SRXUHG�

RXW�IRU�P
DQ\�ë��0

DUN����������

H
ave yo

u
 ever w

o
n

d
ered

 w
hy Jesu

s ch
o

se b
read

 an
d

 w
in

e in
 o

rd
er 

to
 give H

im
self to

 H
is d

iscip
les? T

h
ere are p

ro
b

ab
ly m

any reaso
n

s, 
su

ch
 as th

e fact th
at b

read
 an

d
 w

in
e are co

m
m

o
n

, an
d

 fairly easy to
 

get fo
r m

o
st p

eo
p

le. T
h

ey’re fo
u

n
d

 in
 m

o
st h

u
m

an
 cu

ltu
res, w

h
ich

 
m

akes th
in

gs easier fo
r a ch

u
rch

 th
at w

o
u

ld
 sp

read
 w

o
rld

w
id

e.

I w
o

n
d

er if th
ere m

igh
t n

o
t b

e an
o

th
er reaso

n
, th

o
u

gh
. A

fter all, 
eggs are ch

eap
 an

d
 p

len
tifu

l. So
 is w

ater. So
 are leafy green

s. W
hy 

n
o

t ch
o

o
se th

em
?

B
u

t th
ere is o

n
e th

in
g ab

o
u

t b
read

 th
at is also

 tru
e ab

o
u

t w
in

e: B
o

th
 

b
read

 an
d

 w
in

e o
rigin

ate w
ith

 livin
g, G

o
d

-created
 th

in
gs—

seed
s 

an
d

 grap
es, b

u
t b

o
th

 are also
 d

eep
ly, d

eep
ly invo

lved
 w

ith
 h

u
m

an
ity. 

N
o

 o
n

e p
icks b

read
 o

ff a b
u

sh
, o

r d
ip

s w
in

e o
u

t o
f a w

ell. B
read

 is 
th

e resu
lt o

f a lo
n

g train
 o

f h
u

m
an

 activities—
p

lan
tin

g, h
arvestin

g, 
grin

d
in

g, b
akin

g. W
in

e is sim
ilar—

p
lan

tin
g, h

arvestin
g, p

ressin
g, 

ferm
en

tin
g. 

C
h

o
o

sin
g b

read
 an

d
 w

in
e m

akes sen
se fo

r a Savio
r w

h
o

 is G
o

d
 

H
im

self, an
d

 yet also
 tru

ly h
u

m
an

. H
e n

ever h
o

ld
s H

im
self b

ack fro
m

 
u

s—
n

o
t in

 P
erso

n
, an

d
 n

o
t in

 C
o

m
m

u
n

io
n

. H
e gave H

im
self fo

r u
s so

 
th

at everyo
n

e w
h

o
 tru

sts in
 H

im
 w

o
u

ld
 live fo

rever, an
d

 n
o

w
, in

 th
e 

Lo
rd

’s Su
p

p
er, H

e jo
in

s u
s to

 H
im

self, m
akin

g u
s H

is fo
rever.

7KDQN�<RX��/RUG��IRU�MRLQLQJ�<RXUVHOI�WR�XV��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
:
K
DW�LV�WK

H�P
R
VW�K

X
P
DQ
�LQ
ć
X
HQ
FHG

�IR
R
G
�\R

X
�HDW"�7

K
H�OHDVW"

%�
W

hy d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k Jesu
s ch

o
se to

 u
se p

hysical th
in

gs to
 give 

H
im

self to
 u

s?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es C

o
m

m
u

n
io

n
 m

ean
 to

 yo
u

?

 

4
4

5



 
 

M
onday, February 22, 2021

JE
SU

S IN
 T

H
E

 B
O

A
T

2
Q�WKDW�GD\��Z

KHQ�HYHQLQJ�KDG�FRP
H��>-HVXV@�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê/HW�XV�JR�
DFURVV�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�ë�$

QG�OHDYLQJ�WKH�FURZ
G��WKH\�WRRN�+

LP
�Z
LWK�

WKHP
�LQ�WKH�ERDW��MXVW�DV�+

H�Z
DV��ð

�$
QG�D�JUHDW�Z

LQGVWRUP
�DURVH��DQG�WKH�

Z
DYHV�Z

HUH�EUHDNLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ERDW�ð
��%
XW�+

H�Z
DV�LQ�WKH�VWHUQ��DVOHHS�RQ�

WKH�FXVKLRQ��$
QG�WKH\�Z

RNH�+
LP
�DQG�VDLG�WR�+

LP
��ê7HDFKHU��GR�<RX�QRW�

FDUH�WKDW�Z
H�DUH�SHULVKLQJ"ë��0

DUN��������D����D�����

Sto
rm

s can
 b

e scary—
esp

ecially w
h

en
 yo

u
’re in

 a tiny b
o

at far fro
m

 
sh

o
re. E

ven
 th

e d
iscip

les w
h

o
 h

ad
 sp

en
t th

eir w
h

o
le lives o

n
 b

o
ats 

w
ere frigh

ten
ed

. W
o

u
ld

 th
ey go

 to
 th

e b
o

tto
m

 th
is tim

e?

So
 th

ey w
o

ke Jesu
s u

p
. T

h
ey w

h
in

ed
: “D

o
n’t Yo

u
 even

 care w
e’re 

go
in

g to
 d

ie?” So
 Jesu

s sat u
p

, d
ealt w

ith
 th

e sto
rm

, an
d

 th
en

 asked
 

H
is d

iscip
les: “W

hy are yo
u

 so
 afraid

?”

H
e co

u
ld

 say th
e sam

e th
in

g to
 yo

u
 an

d
 m

e, co
u

ld
n’t H

e? W
e h

ave 
sto

rm
s in

 o
u

r lives—
sickn

ess an
d

 d
an

ger an
d

 grief an
d

 lo
ss, th

in
gs 

th
at th

reaten
 to

 sw
am

p
 o

u
r tiny b

o
ats. W

e kn
o

w
 w

e co
u

ld
 go

 u
n

d
er 

so
 easily. O

f co
u

rse w
e’re afraid

!

A
n

d
 yet, w

e h
ave Jesu

s. A
s lo

n
g as H

e is w
ith

 u
s, w

e’re n
o

t go
in

g to
 

p
erish

. E
ven

 if it lo
o

ks like H
e’s asleep

, w
e’re go

in
g to

 m
ake it. T

h
e 

sto
rm

 kn
o

w
s its M

aster!

So
 w

h
at sh

o
u

ld
 w

e d
o

 w
h

en
 w

e are frigh
ten

ed
? Ju

st w
h

at th
e 

d
iscip

les d
id

, th
o

u
gh

 h
o

p
efu

lly w
ith

 b
etter m

an
n

ers! W
e can

 ask 
G

o
d

 fo
r h

elp
, kn

o
w

in
g th

at H
e h

as all p
o

w
er. W

e can
 tru

st in
 H

im
 to

 
save u

s. A
fter all, H

e loves u
s en

o
u

gh
 to

 d
ie fo

r u
s—

yes, an
d

 to
 rise 

again
 so

 th
at w

e can
 h

ave everlastin
g life. B

ecau
se H

e loves u
s, w

e 
are safe in

 H
is h

an
d

s.

'
HDU�/RUG��Z

KHQ�,�DP
�DIUDLG��KHOS�P

H�WUXVW�LQ�<RX��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 like sto

rm
s? W

hy o
r w

hy n
o

t?

%�
W

h
at sto

rm
s h

ave yo
u

 h
ad

 in
 yo

u
r life?

%�
H

o
w

 h
as Jesu

s h
elp

ed
 yo

u
 su

rvive th
o

se sto
rm

s?

 

6
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W
ednesday, M

arch 31, 2021

O
P

E
N

 TO
 U

S

$
QG�Z

KHQ�WKH�VL[WK�KRXU�KDG�FRP
H��WKHUH�Z

DV�GDUNQHVV�RYHU�WKH�Z
KROH�

land until the ninth hour. A
nd at the ninth hour Jesus cried w

ith a loud 
YRLFH��ê(ORL��(ORL��OHP

D�VDEDFKWKDQL"ë�Z
KLFK�P

HDQV��ê0
\�*

RG��0
\�*

RG��
Z
K\�KDYH�<RX�IRUVDNHQ�0

H"ë��0
DUN����������

H
ave yo

u
 ever h

ad
 so

m
eo

n
e sh

u
sh

 yo
u

 fo
r sayin

g so
m

eth
in

g th
ey 

b
elieve G

o
d

 w
o

n’t like? M
ayb

e yo
u

 exp
ressed

 an
ger o

r fru
stratio

n
 

w
ith

 G
o

d
. M

ayb
e it w

as d
o

u
b

t. O
r m

ayb
e it w

as th
e lan

gu
age yo

u
 

u
sed

, th
at so

m
eo

n
e else felt sh

o
cked

 by. “Sh
u

sh
!” th

ey h
iss. “D

o
n’t 

say th
at to

 G
o

d
.” It’s as if th

ey th
in

k G
o

d
 is to

o
 d

elicate o
r to

o
 an

gry 
to

 h
an

d
le o

u
r feelin

gs.

T
h

at’s w
hy it co

m
fo

rts m
e to

 h
ear Jesu

s cryin
g o

u
t th

ese w
o

rd
s: 

“M
y G

o
d

, M
y G

o
d

, w
hy h

ave Yo
u

 fo
rsaken

 M
e?” G

o
d

’s o
w

n
 So

n
 cries 

o
u

t th
e w

o
rd

s th
at so

 m
any o

f u
s h

ave u
sed

 at terrib
le, d

eso
late 

m
o

m
en

ts in
 o

u
r lives. A

n
d

 w
e d

o
n’t n

eed
 to

 exp
lain

 it aw
ay by 

sayin
g, “O

h
, H

e w
as ju

st q
u

o
tin

g P
salm

 2
2

.” H
e w

as in
d

eed
—

an
d

 H
is 

h
eart w

as in
 it, every w

o
rd

 o
f it.

Jesu
s is p

ro
o

f th
at G

o
d

 can
 h

an
d

le u
s, all o

f u
s—

th
e go

o
d

, th
e b

ad
, 

an
d

 th
e u

gly. H
e can

 take o
u

r d
esp

eratio
n

, o
u

r fear, o
u

r d
o

u
b

t, o
u

r 
an

ger. H
e w

ill n
o

t give u
p

 o
n

 u
s b

ecau
se w

e o
ffen

d
 H

is d
elicate ears. 

W
e can

 sp
ill o

u
r h

earts o
u

t at H
is feet, kn

o
w

in
g th

at th
e sam

e G
o

d
 

w
h

o
 o

n
ce h

u
n

g o
n

 th
at cro

ss w
ill sh

o
w

 u
s everlastin

g love, m
ercy, 

an
d

 h
elp

. H
e d

ied
 fo

r u
s an

d
 ro

se fro
m

 th
e grave fo

r u
s. N

o
w

 H
e calls 

u
s to

 b
rin

g o
u

r every n
eed

 to
 H

im
—

h
o

w
ever w

e w
o

rd
 it.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�WKDW�<RX�ORYH�P
H�DQG�GR�QRW�UHMHFW�P

H��$
P
HQ� 

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
H

as anyb
o

d
y ever sco

ld
ed

 yo
u

 fo
r w

h
at yo

u
 said

 in
 p

rayer?

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 yo

u
rself feel n

ervo
u

s ab
o

u
t sayin

g certain
 th

in
gs to

 
G

o
d

? W
hy o

r w
hy n

o
t?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 p
ray w

h
en

 yo
u

 are in
 th

e d
eep

est tro
u

b
le an

d
 grief?

 



 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

W
O

R
T

H
 IT

7KH\�FDP
H�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�VHD��WR�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�WKH�*

HUDVHQHV��
$
QG�Z

KHQ�-HVXV�KDG�VWHSSHG�RXW�RI�WKH�ERDW��LP
P
HGLDWHO\�WKHUH�P

HW�+
LP
�

RXW�RI�WKH�WRP
EV�D�P

DQ�Z
LWK�DQ�XQFOHDQ�VSLULW��+

H�OLYHG�DP
RQJ�WKH�WRP

EV��
$
QG�QR�RQH�FRXOG�ELQG�KLP

�DQ\P
RUH��QRW�HYHQ�Z

LWK�D�FKDLQ�ð
��1
LJKW�DQG�

GD\�DP
RQJ�WKH�WRP

EV�DQG�RQ�WKH�P
RXQWDLQV�KH�Z

DV�DOZ
D\V�FU\LQJ�RXW�

DQG�FXWWLQJ�KLP
VHOI�Z

LWK�VWRQHV��$
QG�Z

KHQ�KH�VDZ
�-HVXV�IURP

�DIDU��KH�UDQ�
DQG�IHOO�GRZ

Q�EHIRUH�+
LP
���0

DUN������������

Yo
u

 rem
em

b
er h

o
w

 th
is sto

ry go
es—

Jesu
s sets th

e m
an

 free fro
m

 
th

e d
em

o
n

s in
sid

e h
im

; th
e d

em
o

n
s go

 p
o

ssess a h
erd

 o
f p

igs 
in

stead
; an

d
 th

e p
igs d

ecid
e th

ey d
o

n’t like th
eir n

ew
 ro

o
m

m
ates 

an
d

 very sen
sib

ly d
ro

w
n

 th
em

selves in
 th

e sea. T
h

e w
h

o
le 

n
eigh

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 tu
rn

s o
u

t to
 see w

h
at h

as h
ap

p
en

ed
, an

d
 th

ey’re 
X
WWHUO\�WHUULĆ

HG
æ
DQ
G
�E
HJ�-HVX

V�WR
�JR

�DZ
D\��$

Q
G
�ULJK

W�DZ
D\��-HVX

V�
h

as to
 get b

ack in
 th

e sam
e b

o
at H

e’s alread
y sp

en
t a n

igh
t in

, an
d

 go
 

so
m

ew
h

ere else.

W
as it w

o
rth

 it? To
 Jesu

s, yes. H
e saved

 o
n

e life—
o

n
e h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g—

fro
m

 th
e p

o
w

er o
f evil. C

o
m

p
ared

 to
 th

at, w
h

at d
id

 it m
atter ab

o
u

t 
th

e w
asted

 trip
—

th
e u

p
set villagers—

even
 tw

o
 th

o
u

san
d

 d
ead

 p
igs? 

(P
o

o
r p

iggies!) T
h

at o
n

e m
an

 m
ad

e th
e w

h
o

le d
isaster w

o
rthw

h
ile.

A
n

d
 th

at’s th
e w

ay Jesu
s feels ab

o
u

t yo
u

, to
o

. Yo
u

 are w
o

rth
 

it—
w

o
rth

 H
im

 b
ein

g b
o

rn
 in

 a stab
le, w

o
rth

 years as a h
o

m
eless 

p
reach

er, w
o

rth
 b

etrayal an
d

 b
eatin

g an
d

 n
ailin

g to
 a cro

ss, w
o

rth
 

Jesu
s’ o

w
n

 d
eath

. H
e in

ten
d

ed
 to

 rescu
e yo

u
 fro

m
 th

e p
o

w
er o

f 
evil—

an
d

 H
e d

id
 it, to

o
. H

e b
o

u
gh

t yo
u

 b
ack fo

r G
o

d
 at th

e p
rice o

f 
H

is o
w

n
 life. A

n
d

 n
o

w
 H

e o
ffers yo

u
 everlastin

g life. Yo
u

 are w
o

rth
 it 

to
 H

im
.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�WKDW�,�P
DWWHU�WKDW�P

XFK�WR�<RX��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 u
su

ally th
in

k o
f yo

u
rself—

valu
ab

le, o
r n

o
t?

%�
If G

o
d

 sees yo
u

 as valu
ab

le, d
o

es th
at m

ean
 yo

u
 really are 

valu
ab

le?

%�
W

h
at ab

o
u

t th
e p

eo
p

le aro
u

n
d

 yo
u

—
w

h
at is th

eir valu
e?

 

 
 

Tuesday, M
arch 30, 2021

“SA
V

E
 Y

O
U

R
SE

LF
”

$
QG�Z

LWK�+
LP
�WKH\�FUXFLĆHG�WZ

R�UREEHUV��RQH�RQ�+
LV�ULJKW�DQG�RQH�RQ�

+
LV�OHIW��$

QG�WKRVH�Z
KR�SDVVHG�E\�GHULGHG�+

LP
��Z
DJJLQJ�WKHLU�KHDGV�DQG�

VD\LQJ��ê$
KD��<RX�Z

KR�Z
RXOG�GHVWUR\�WKH�WHP

SOH�DQG�UHEXLOG�LW�LQ�WKUHH�
GD\V��VDYH�<RXUVHOI��DQG�FRP

H�GRZ
Q�IURP

�WKH�FURVV�ë�6R�DOVR�WKH�FKLHI�
SULHVWV�Z

LWK�WKH�VFULEHV�P
RFNHG�+

LP
�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��VD\LQJ��ê+

H�VDYHG�
RWKHUV��+

H�FDQQRW�VDYH�+
LP
VHOI��/HW�WKH�&

KULVW��WKH�.
LQJ�RI�,VUDHO��FRP

H�
GRZ

Q�QRZ
�IURP

�WKH�FURVV�WKDW�Z
H�P

D\�VHH�DQG�EHOLHYH�ë��0
DUN��������

�����D�

T
h

ere w
as a tim

e, sh
o

rtly after o
u

r so
n

 w
as b

o
rn

, w
h

en
 m

y h
u

sb
an

d
 

an
d

 I lo
o

ked
 at each

 o
th

er an
d

 realized
 so

m
eth

in
g h

ad
 ch

an
ged

. In
 

DQ\�HP
HUJHQ

F\��Z
H�Z

R
X
OG
QèW�WU\�WR

�VDYH�R
Q
H�DQ

R
WK
HU�Ć

UVW�DQ\P
R
UH��

T
h

e b
aby w

as n
o

w
 N

u
m

b
er O

n
e!

T
h

e fu
n

ny th
in

g is h
o

w
 au

to
m

atic it w
as. W

e loved
 o

u
r b

aby, h
e 

w
as h

elp
less an

d
 n

eed
y, an

d
 so

 h
e b

ecam
e o

u
r to

p
 p

rio
rity. It w

as 
rath

er like Jesu
s feels ab

o
u

t u
s. “Save Yo

u
rself!” w

as w
h

at p
eo

p
le 

kep
t sh

o
u

tin
g at H

im
 o

n
 th

e cro
ss. “C

o
m

e d
o

w
n

 fro
m

 th
e cro

ss! D
o

 a 
m

iracle an
d

 sto
p

 th
is w

h
o

le p
ro

cess, h
ere an

d
 n

o
w

!”

It so
u

n
d

s like a tem
p

tatio
n

, an
d

 fro
m

 th
e d

evil’s p
o

in
t o

f view
, it 

su
rely w

as. B
u

t th
e d

evil d
o

esn’t u
n

d
erstan

d
 love. “Save Yo

u
rself, 

Jesu
s”? N

o
t at th

e co
st o

f o
u

r lives, n
o

. N
o

t if it m
ean

t w
e w

o
u

ld
 all 

b
e lo

st fo
rever, ru

in
ed

, d
estroyed

, co
n

d
em

n
ed

 to
 h

ell. Jesu
s w

asn’t 
h

avin
g th

at. W
e w

ere H
is p

rio
rity. G

iven
 th

e ch
o

ice b
etw

een
 H

is 
o

w
n

 life an
d

 o
u

rs—
w

ell, w
e see w

h
at H

e ch
o

se! 

T
h

is is th
e ten

d
er love Jesu

s h
as fo

r yo
u

—
th

e love o
f a p

aren
t, th

e 
love o

f a Savio
r w

h
o

 w
ill give u

p
 anyth

in
g, even

 H
is o

w
n

 life, to
 save 

yo
u

.

/RUG�-HVXV��KHOS�P
H�WR�ORYH�<RX�DV�<RX�ORYH�P

H��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
:
K
R
�LV�\R

X
U�Ć

UVW�S
ULR

ULW\�LQ
�DQ

�HP
HUJHQ

F\"

%�
+
DYH�\R

X
�HYHU�VDFULĆ

FHG
�\R

X
UVHOI�LQ

�VR
P
H�Z

D\�IR
U�D�S

HUVR
Q
�\R

X
�

love?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

es it feel to
 kn

o
w

 Jesu
s h

as yo
u

 th
at h

igh
 o

n
 H

is p
rio

rity 
list?

 
4

2
7



 
 

W
ednesday, February 24, 2021

SO
M

E
T

H
IN

G
 B

E
T

T
E

R

$
QG�D�JUHDW�FURZ

G�IROORZ
HG�+

LP
�ð
��$
QG�WKHUH�Z

DV�D�Z
RP

DQ�Z
KR�KDG�

KDG�D�GLVFKDUJH�RI�EORRG�IRU�WZ
HOYH�\HDUV�ð

��6KH�ð
�FDP

H�XS�EHKLQG�+
LP
�

LQ�WKH�FURZ
G�DQG�WRXFKHG�+

LV�JDUP
HQW��)RU�VKH�VDLG��ê,I�,�WRXFK�HYHQ�+

LV�
JDUP

HQWV��,�Z
LOO�EH�P

DGH�Z
HOO�ë�$

QG�LP
P
HGLDWHO\�WKH�ćRZ

�RI�EORRG�GULHG�
up, and she felt in her body that she w

as healed of her disease. A
nd Jesus, 

SHUFHLYLQJ�LQ�+
LP
VHOI�WKDW�SRZ

HU�KDG�JRQH�RXW�IURP
�+
LP
��LP

P
HGLDWHO\�

WXUQHG�DERXW�LQ�WKH�FURZ
G�DQG�VDLG��ê:

KR�WRXFKHG�0
\�JDUP

HQWV"ë�ð
�%
XW�

WKH�Z
RP

DQ�ð
�FDP

H�LQ�IHDU�DQG�WUHP
EOLQJ�DQG�IHOO�GRZ

Q�EHIRUH�+
LP
�DQG�

WROG�+
LP
�WKH�Z

KROH�WUXWK��$
QG�+

H�VDLG�WR�KHU��ê'
DXJKWHU��\RXU�IDLWK�KDV�

P
DGH�\RX�Z

HOO��JR�LQ�SHDFH��DQG�EH�KHDOHG�RI�\RXU�GLVHDVH�ë��0
DUN�����E�

������E�����������

T
h

e w
o

m
an

 w
ith

 th
e b

leed
in

g p
ro

b
lem

 h
ad

 go
o

d
 reaso

n
 to

 b
e afraid

. 
B

y cu
sto

m
, h

er illn
ess m

ad
e h

er u
n

clean
—

so
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 sh

o
u

ld
 

n
ever go

 in
to

 cro
w

d
s, m

u
ch

 less to
u

ch
 a fam

o
u

s rab
b

i. B
u

t sh
e w

as 
d

esp
erate, an

d
 so

 sh
e d

ecid
ed

 to
 “steal” h

er h
ealin

g—
to

 to
u

ch
 Jesu

s’ 
clo

th
es an

d
 ru

n
, all in

 secret.

B
u

t Jesu
s w

an
ted

 so
m

eth
in

g b
etter fo

r h
er. A

n
d

 so
 as so

o
n

 as 
H

e realized
, H

e b
asically fo

rced
 th

e issu
e. Sh

e to
ld

 th
e tru

th
, an

d
 

LQ
VWHDG

�R
I�E
HLQ

J�S
X
Q
LVK

HG
��VK

H�Z
DV�E

OHVVHG
��-HVX

V�S
X
E
OLFO\�FR

Q
Ć
UP

HG
�

h
er h

ealin
g, called

 h
er “d

au
gh

ter,” an
d

 sen
t h

er aw
ay in

 p
eace. H

e 
gave th

e w
o

m
an

 h
er w

h
o

le life b
ack again

—
n

o
t ju

st p
hysically, b

u
t 

sp
iritu

ally, so
cially, an

d
 em

o
tio

n
ally.

G
o

d
 cares ab

o
u

t yo
u

 th
e sam

e w
ay. T

h
ere m

ay b
e o

n
e area w

h
ere 

yo
u

 d
esp

erately w
an

t H
is h

elp
, an

d
 it’s go

o
d

 fo
r yo

u
 to

 seek it. B
u

t 
H

e w
an

ts m
o

re fo
r yo

u
—

H
e w

an
ts yo

u
 to

 b
e H

is joyfu
l, b

lessed
, 

fo
rgiven

 ch
ild

, livin
g w

ith
 th

e real life th
at Jesu

s o
ffers everyo

n
e 

w
h

o
 tru

sts in
 H

im
. T

h
at is w

hy Jesu
s d

ied
 an

d
 ro

se again
—

fo
r yo

u
.

/RUG��JLYH�WR�P
H�Z

KDW�<RX�NQRZ
�,�WUXO\�QHHG��7KDQN�<RX��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
H

ave yo
u

 ever sn
eaked

 aro
u

n
d

 to
 get w

h
at yo

u
 n

eed
ed

?

%�
W

h
at w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 ask Jesu

s fo
r righ

t n
o

w
?

%�
W

h
at go

o
d

 th
in

gs h
as G

o
d

 given
 yo

u
 w

ith
o

u
t yo

u
r askin

g?

 

 
 

M
onday, M

arch 29, 2021

W
A

ST
E

 N
O

T, W
A

N
T

 N
O

T

$
QG�WKH\�RIIHUHG�+

LP
�Z
LQH�P

L[HG�Z
LWK�P

\UUK��EXW�+
H�GLG�QRW�WDNH�LW��$

QG�
WKH\�FUXFLĆHG�+

LP
�DQG�GLYLGHG�+

LV�JDUP
HQWV�DP

RQJ�WKHP
��FDVWLQJ�ORWV�

IRU�WKHP
��WR�GHFLGH�Z

KDW�HDFK�VKRXOG�WDNH���0
DUN����������

It seem
s h

eartless fo
r th

e so
ld

iers to
 gam

b
le over Jesu

s’ clo
th

in
g. 

T
h

e M
an

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 last w

o
rn

 it w
asn’t even

 d
ead

 yet—
H

e w
as 

h
an

gin
g o

n
 a cro

ss, righ
t over th

eir d
ice gam

e! A
n

d
 yet th

e so
ld

iers 
w

o
u

ld
 h

ave d
efen

d
ed

 th
em

selves, if w
e said

 so
. “C

lo
th

 is exp
en

sive 
an

d
 h

ard
 to

 co
m

e by,” th
ey m

igh
t h

ave said
. “W

aste n
o

t, w
an

t n
o

t.”

B
u

t th
ey w

eren’t th
e o

n
ly o

n
es recyclin

g th
at d

ay. Jesu
s H

im
self w

as 
d

o
in

g so
m

eth
in

g alm
o

st th
e sam

e. 

7
K
LQ
N�DE

R
X
W�WK

H�*
DUG

HQ
�R
I�(
G
HQ
��ULJK

W�DIWHU�WK
H�Ć

UVW�S
HR
S
OH�UHE

HOOHG
�

again
st G

o
d

 an
d

 d
o

o
m

ed
 th

e w
h

o
le h

u
m

an
 race to

 m
isery. W

hy 
d

id
n’t G

o
d

 ju
st w

ip
e th

em
 o

u
t an

d
 start over w

ith
 a n

ew
ly created

 
sp

ecies? It w
as w

h
at w

e d
eserved

. W
hy sh

o
u

ld
 H

e b
o

th
er any m

o
re 

w
ith

 u
s?

B
u

t H
e d

id
. A

gain
st all lo

gic, G
o

d
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 try to

 salvage u
s—

to
 

recycle u
s—

to
 go

 b
eyo

n
d

 th
at, even

, an
d

 m
ake u

s so
m

eth
in

g h
igh

er 
an

d
 b

etter th
an

 w
e h

ad
 ever b

een
. H

e cam
e lo

o
kin

g fo
r u

s in
 th

e 
G

ard
en

. H
e p

ro
m

ised
 to

 sen
d

 u
s a Savio

r, Jesu
s, w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 red
eem

 
u

s fro
m

 o
u

r evil an
d

 m
ake u

s n
ew

 an
d

 clean
 again

. H
o

w
? In

 th
e 

co
stliest w

ay p
o

ssib
le—

by b
eco

m
in

g h
u

m
an

, su
fferin

g, d
yin

g, an
d

 
th

en
 risin

g again
 fo

r u
s. G

o
d

 w
an

ts u
s, w

an
ts m

e, w
an

ts you—
an

d
 so

 
H

e gives H
im

self fo
r u

s.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�ORYLQJ�P
H�DQG�P

DNLQJ�P
H�<RXU�RZ

Q��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 ten

d
 to

 m
en

d
 b

ro
ken

 th
in

gs, o
r to

 th
ro

w
 th

em
 o

u
t an

d
 

b
u

y n
ew

?

%�
W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 p

o
ssess th

at yo
u

 love even
 th

o
u

gh
 it is b

ro
ken

 o
r 

o
th

erw
ise u

n
d

esirab
le in

 th
e eyes o

f o
th

er p
eo

p
le?

%�
,Q
�Z
K
DW�VS

HFLĆ
F�Z

D\V�LV�WK
H�/R

UG
�P
HQ
G
LQ
J�\R

X
"

 

8
4

1



 
 

Thursday, February 25, 2021

H
O

M
E

TO
W

N
 B

O
Y

+
H�Z

HQW�DZ
D\�IURP

�WKHUH�DQG�FDP
H�WR�+

LV�KRP
HWRZ

Q��DQG�+
LV�GLVFLSOHV�

IROORZ
HG�+

LP
��$
QG�RQ�WKH�6DEEDWK�+

H�EHJDQ�WR�WHDFK�LQ�WKH�V\QDJRJXH��
DQG�P

DQ\�Z
KR�KHDUG�+

LP
�Z
HUH�DVWRQLVKHG��VD\LQJ��ê:

KHUH�GLG�WKLV�P
DQ�

JHW�WKHVH�WKLQJV"�:
KDW�LV�WKH�Z

LVGRP
�JLYHQ�WR�+

LP
"�+

RZ
�DUH�VXFK�P

LJKW\�
w

orks done by H
is hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of M

ary and 
EURWKHU�RI�-DP

HV�DQG�-RVHV�DQG�-XGDV�DQG�6LP
RQ"�$

QG�DUH�QRW�+
LV�VLVWHUV�

KHUH�Z
LWK�XV"ë�$

QG�WKH\�WRRN�RIIHQVH�DW�+
LP
�ð
�$
QG�+

H�P
DUYHOHG�EHFDXVH�

RI�WKHLU�XQEHOLHI���0
DUN���������D�

So
m

etim
es a P

h
D

 in
 E

n
glish

 isn’t m
u

ch
 u

se. W
h

en
 m

y so
n

 w
as ab

o
u

t 
eigh

t years o
ld

, h
e h

ad
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u

t h
is gram

m
ar h

o
m

ew
o

rk. I 
tried

 to
 h

elp
 h

im
, b

u
t h

e w
o

u
ld

n’t tru
st m

e. “Yo
u

’re ju
st m

y M
o

m
,” h

e 
said

. “B
u

t M
rs. X

 is a real teach
er!”

,�VWLć
HG
�P
\�ODX

JK
WHU�X

Q
WLO�,�Z

DV�R
X
W�R
I�HDUVK

R
W��%

X
W�WK

H�VDP
H�WK

LQ
J�

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 Jesu
s, d

id
n’t it? T

h
e p

eo
p

le o
f N

azareth
 h

eard
 H

is 
w

isd
o

m
 an

d
 saw

 H
is m

iracles, b
u

t n
o

n
e o

f th
at w

as go
o

d
 en

o
u

gh
. 

T
h

ey co
u

ld
n’t get p

ast th
e fact th

at H
e w

as a clo
se n

eigh
b

o
r—

a 
h

o
m

eto
w

n
 b

oy w
h

o
se fam

ily still lived
 am

o
n

g th
em

.

W
e d

o
 th

is to
 Jesu

s to
o

, d
o

n’t w
e? A

s lo
n

g as G
o

d
 is creatin

g w
o

rld
s 

an
d

 th
ro

w
in

g ligh
tn

in
g, w

e listen
 to

 H
im

 w
id

e-eyed
. B

u
t let H

im
 

co
m

e d
o

w
n

 in
to

 o
u

r w
o

rld
, as a h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g ju

st like u
s—

w
ell, th

at’s 
a d

ifferen
t m

atter!

A
n

d
 yet th

at’s th
e greatest m

iracle o
f all—

th
at G

o
d

 w
o

u
ld

 love u
s 

so
 m

u
ch

 H
e w

o
u

ld
 h

u
m

b
le H

im
self to

 b
eco

m
e a m

an
, to

 live an
d

 to
 

su
ffer an

d
 d

ie u
p

o
n

 a cro
ss—

all to
 m

ake u
s H

is fam
ily. In

 th
at love 

H
e o

ffers u
s a sh

are in
 H

is etern
al, resu

rrected
 life, fo

r u
s to

 receive 
w

ith
 joy.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�KXP
EOLQJ�<RXUVHOI�IRU�P
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iscuss 

%�
D

id
 anyo

n
e ever u

n
d

erestim
ate yo

u
 b

ecau
se th

ey kn
ew

 yo
u

 to
o

 
w

ell?

%�
Is it easier o

r h
ard

er fo
r yo

u
 to

 tru
st a stran

ger o
n

 im
p

o
rtan

t 
m

atters?

%�
W

h
at m

akes it h
ard

 fo
r th

e p
eo

p
le yo

u
 kn

o
w

 to
 tru

st Jesu
s?

 
 

Palm
 Sunday, M

arch 28, 2021

F
O

R
 T

H
E

 LO
R

D
’S U

SE

1
RZ

�Z
KHQ�WKH\�GUHZ

�QHDU�WR�-HUXVDOHP
��WR�%

HWKSKDJH�DQG�%
HWKDQ\��DW�

WKH�0
RXQW�RI�2

OLYHV��-HVXV�VHQW�WZ
R�RI�+

LV�GLVFLSOHV�DQG�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê*

R�
LQWR�WKH�YLOODJH�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX��DQG�LP

P
HGLDWHO\�DV�\RX�HQWHU�LW�\RX�Z

LOO�
ĆQG�D�FROW�WLHG��RQ�Z

KLFK�QR�RQH�KDV�HYHU�VDW��8
QWLH�LW�DQG�EULQJ�LW�ë�ð

�$
QG�

they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
 their cloaks on it, and H

e sat on 
LW���0

DUN�����������

It’s a stran
ge ch

o
ice Jesu

s m
ad

e. “G
o

 b
rin

g M
e a d

o
n

key co
lt th

at n
o

 
o

n
e h

as ever rid
d

en
 o

n
. Tell th

em
 th

e Lo
rd

 n
eed

s it!” H
e ch

o
o

ses to
 

rid
e th

is an
im

al an
d

 n
o

 o
th

er d
u

rin
g th

e triu
m

p
h

an
t p

ro
cessio

n
 in

to
 

Jeru
salem

.

W
hy d

o
es Jesu

s n
eed

 an
 u

n
train

ed
 co

lt? If it w
ere u

p
 to

 m
e, I’d

 
ch

o
o

se a very w
ell train

ed
 an

im
al in

d
eed

—
esp

ecially if I w
ere 

p
lan

n
in

g to
 rid

e it th
ro

u
gh

 cro
w

d
s o

f p
eo

p
le! O

ffer m
e an

 u
n

train
ed

 
co

lt an
d

 th
e o

n
ly th

in
g I’d

 b
e th

in
kin

g is all th
e tro

u
b

le it w
o

u
ld

 cau
se 

m
e—

an
d

 m
ayb

e w
h

eth
er m

y h
ealth

 in
su

ran
ce w

as u
p

 to
 d

ate! 

B
u

t th
en

, th
is is typ

ical o
f Jesu

s, isn’t it? H
e ch

o
o

ses a yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
 

fro
m

 th
e b

ack o
f b

eyo
n

d
 to

 b
e H

is m
o

th
er. H

e ch
o

o
ses tw

elve 
o

rd
in

ary laym
en

 to
 b

e H
is stu

d
en

ts an
d

 ch
u

rch
 b

u
ild

ers. H
e ch

o
o

ses 
u

s—
yo

u
 an

d
 m

e—
to

 b
e H

is o
w

n
. 

T
h

ere are so
 m

any tim
es w

h
en

 I lo
o

k at all th
e m

istakes I’ve m
ad

e 
in

 Jesu
s’ service an

d
 I th

in
k to

 m
yself, “H

e co
u

ld
 h

ave ch
o

sen
 m

u
ch

 
b

etter.” M
ayb

e yo
u

 feel like th
at, to

o
. B

u
t Jesu

s’ o
p

in
io

n
 is th

e o
n

ly 
o

n
e th

at co
u

n
ts. H

e w
an

ts yo
u

, an
d

 H
e w

ill h
ave yo

u
—

even
 if H

e h
as 

to
 su

ffer, d
ie, an

d
 rise again

 to
 get yo

u
. T

h
at is h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 yo

u
 m

ean
 

to
 H

im
.
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iscuss 

%�
H

ave yo
u

 ever train
ed

 an
 an

im
al? W

h
at w

as it like?

%�
W

h
en

 h
ave yo

u
 m

ad
e a ch

o
ice in

 yo
u

r life th
at lo

o
ked

 fo
o

lish
 b

u
t 

yo
u

’re h
ap

py w
ith

 it?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es it m

ean
 to

 yo
u

 to
 kn

o
w

 th
at Jesu

s w
an

ts yo
u

—
yo

u
 

VS
HFLĆ

FDOO\�æ
DQ
G
�Z
R
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DS
S\�Z
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E
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4
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V
U

LN
E

R
A

B
LE

$
QG�+

H�FDOOHG�WKH�WZ
HOYH�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�VHQG�WKHP

�RXW�WZ
R�E\�WZ

R��DQG�
JDYH�WKHP

�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�WKH�XQFOHDQ�VSLULWV��+
H�FKDUJHG�WKHP

�WR�WDNH�
QRWKLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�H[FHSW�D�VWDIIæ

QR�EUHDG��QR�EDJ��QR�P
RQH\�LQ�

WKHLU�EHOWVæ
EXW�WR�Z

HDU�VDQGDOV�DQG�QRW�SXW�RQ�WZ
R�WXQLFV��ð

�6R�WKH\�
Z
HQW�RXW�DQG�SURFODLP

HG�WKDW�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�UHSHQW��$
QG�WKH\�FDVW�RXW�

P
DQ\�GHP

RQV�DQG�DQRLQWHG�Z
LWK�RLO�P

DQ\�Z
KR�Z

HUH�VLFN�DQG�KHDOHG�
WKHP

���0
DUN��������������

Jesu
s is in

 a h
u

rry to
 get th

e G
o

o
d

 N
ew

s o
u

t—
an

d
 so

 H
e sen

d
s 

o
u

t H
is ap

o
stles to

 p
reach

 an
d

 teach
 an

d
 h

eal. A
n

d
 to

 m
ake th

at 
p

o
ssib

le, H
e gives th

em
 th

e o
n

e th
in

g H
e kn

o
w

s th
ey’ll n

eed
—

au
th

o
rity over d

em
o

n
s.

B
u

t lo
o

k at w
h

at H
e d

o
es not give th

em
! N

o
 d

u
ffel b

ag o
r su

itcase. 
N

o
 fo

o
d

 fo
r th

e ro
ad

. N
o

 w
allet. N

o
 extra clo

th
es—

I su
p

p
o

se th
ey 

m
u

st h
ave b

o
rro

w
ed

 fro
m

 o
th

ers o
n

 lau
n

d
ry d

ay! N
o

 au
th

o
rity over 

h
u

m
an

 b
ein

gs—
if th

ey d
id

n’t listen
, th

e m
o

st th
e d

iscip
les co

u
ld

 d
o

 is 
w

alk aw
ay.

T
h

at m
u

st h
ave m

ad
e th

em
 feel in

cred
ib

ly vu
ln

erab
le. A

n
d

 th
ere are 

tim
es Jesu

s d
o

es th
is to

 u
s, to

o
. H

e sen
d

s u
s to

 sh
o

w
 G

o
d

’s love to
 

p
eo

p
le in

 situ
atio

n
s w

h
ere w

e feel terrib
ly vu

ln
erab

le—
co

n
fu

sed
, 

afraid
, u

n
train

ed
, n

o
t kn

o
w

in
g th

e righ
t th

in
gs to

 say o
r d

o
. H

e says, 
“I w

ill b
e w

ith
 yo

u
,” an

d
 th

at is en
o

u
gh

. 

A
n

d
 it is en

o
u

gh
—

b
ecau

se w
e so

o
n

 d
iscover th

at H
e gives u

s w
h

at 
w

e n
eed

 w
h

en
 w

e n
eed

 it. Lo
o

kin
g b

ack w
eeks o

r years later, 
w

e see th
at H

e h
ad

 co
n

tro
l o

f th
e situ

atio
n

 th
e w

h
o

le tim
e. H

e 
w

as u
sin

g u
s to

 b
rin

g o
th

ers to
 H

im
self—

to
 th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 m

ad
e 

H
im

self vu
ln

erab
le so

 th
at w

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e saved

—
even

 to
 th

e p
o

in
t o

f 
su

fferin
g, d

yin
g, an

d
 risin

g again
.
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R
eflect &
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iscuss 

%�
H

ave yo
u

 ever fo
rgo

tten
 to

 p
ack so

m
eth

in
g yo

u
 really n

eed
ed

?

%�
W

h
at is a situ

atio
n

 w
h

ere G
o

d
 is sen

d
in

g yo
u

 to
 d

o
 so

m
eth

in
g 

fo
r H

im
 n

o
w

?

%�
W

h
at h

as H
e p

rovid
ed

 yo
u

 w
ith

 to
 get th

e jo
b

 d
o

n
e?
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N
O

 PA
SSE

R
B

Y

$
QG�WKH\�FRP

SHOOHG�D�SDVVHUE\��6LP
RQ�RI�&

\UHQH��Z
KR�Z

DV�FRP
LQJ�LQ�

IURP
�WKH�FRXQWU\��WKH�IDWKHU�RI�$

OH[DQGHU�DQG�5
XIXV��WR�FDUU\�+

LV�FURVV��
$
QG�WKH\�EURXJKW�+

LP
�WR�WKH�SODFH�FDOOHG�*

ROJRWKD��Z
KLFK�P

HDQV�3ODFH�
RI�D�6NXOO����0

DUN����������

Sim
o

n
 m

u
st h

ave felt like th
e u

n
lu

ckiest m
an

 in
 all Jeru

salem
 th

at 
d

ay. T
h

ere h
e w

as, m
in

d
in

g h
is o

w
n

 b
u

sin
ess, o

n
 h

is w
ay in

to
 th

e city 
d

u
rin

g th
e P

assover h
o

lid
ay. T

h
e n

ext th
in

g h
e kn

ew
, h

e w
as cau

gh
t 

u
p

 in
 so

m
eo

n
e else’s execu

tio
n

 p
arad

e, carryin
g th

e m
an’s cro

ss, 
b

o
u

n
d

 fo
r G

o
lgo

th
a. 

H
o

w
 h

o
rrifyin

g! H
o

w
 em

b
arrassin

g! W
hy, anyb

o
d

y m
igh

t see h
im

, 
Sim

o
n

, carryin
g th

at cro
ss. T

h
ey w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
b

ab
ly assu

m
e th

at h
e 

h
im

self w
as th

e crim
in

al. A
n

d
 th

ere w
as n

o
 w

ay o
f gettin

g o
u

t o
f it—

gettin
g th

e R
o

m
an

s an
gry at yo

u
 w

as n
ever a go

o
d

 id
ea. H

o
w

 Sim
o

n
 

m
u

st h
ave sq

u
irm

ed
! 

It lo
o

ked
 like b

ad
 lu

ck—
b

u
t it w

asn’t lu
ck at all th

at b
ro

u
gh

t Jesu
s 

to
 th

at p
lace, stu

m
b

lin
g to

w
ard

 G
o

lgo
th

a an
d

 th
e cro

ss th
at 

w
o

u
ld

 so
o

n
 carry H

im
. Jesu

s w
as n

o
 p

asserby, an
d

 H
is cro

ss w
as 

b
o

rro
w

ed
—

fro
m

 u
s. Jesu

s w
as stu

m
b

lin
g to

w
ard

 G
o

lgo
th

a by H
is 

o
w

n
 free w

ill an
d

 in
ten

t, carryin
g o

u
t G

o
d

’s p
lan

 to
 rescu

e all o
f u

s 
fro

m
 sin

 an
d

 th
e p

o
w

er o
f th

e d
evil. 

C
h

an
ces are go

o
d

 Sim
o

n
 b

ecam
e a C

h
ristian

 later o
n

. M
ark 

m
en

tio
n

s h
is so

n
s’ n

am
es, w

h
ich

 su
ggests th

ey w
ere kn

o
w

n
 in

 th
e 

ch
u

rch
. If so

, Sim
o

n
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ave realized
 th

e great h
o

n
o

r th
at fell to

 
h

im
 th

at d
ay—

to
 carry Jesu

s’ cro
ss, w

h
ile Jesu

s H
im

self carried
 all 

o
u

r sin
s an

d
 b

ro
ken

n
ess aw

ay fro
m

 u
s fo

rever. A
n

d
 in

 th
eir p

lace, 
Jesu

s gives u
s H

is joyfu
l, in

n
o

cen
t, everlastin

g life—
th

e gift o
f H

is 
resu

rrectio
n

.
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%�
W

h
at is th

e h
eaviest th

in
g yo

u
 h

ave ever carried
?

%�
H

ave yo
u

 ever h
ad

 “b
ad

 lu
ck” w

h
ich

 tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t to

 b
e a great 

b
lessin

g?

%�
W

hy d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k G
o

d
 allo

w
ed

 Jesu
s to

 h
ave th

is m
o

m
en

t o
f 

w
eakn

ess, w
h

ich
 Sim

o
n

 h
elp

ed
 H

im
 w

ith
?

 
1

0
3

9
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D
A

R
K

N
E

SS

+
HURG�RQ�KLV�ELUWKGD\�JDYH�D�EDQTXHW�ð

�Z
KHQ�+

HURGLDVèV�GDXJKWHU�FDP
H�

in and danced, she pleased H
erod and his guests. A

nd the king said to the 
JLUO�ð

�ê:
KDWHYHU�\RX�DVN�P

H��,�Z
LOO�JLYH�\RX��XS�WR�KDOI�RI�P

\�NLQJGRP
�ë�

ð
�$
QG�VKH�VDLG��ê7KH�KHDG�RI�-RKQ�WKH�%

DSWLVW�ë�ð
�$
QG�LP

P
HGLDWHO\�WKH�

NLQJ�VHQW�DQ�H[HFXWLRQHU�Z
LWK�RUGHUV�WR�EULQJ�-RKQèV�KHDG��ð

�:
KHQ�KLV�

GLVFLSOHV�KHDUG�RI�LW��WKH\�FDP
H�DQG�WRRN�KLV�ERG\�DQG�ODLG�LW�LQ�D�WRP

E��
�0
DUN�����E����D��������E���������

Jo
h

n’s d
eath

 rem
in

d
s u

s th
at faith

 in
 Jesu

s is n
o

t a fairytale—
th

at 
so

m
etim

es th
in

gs go
 b

ad
ly, b

ad
ly w

ro
n

g, even
 fo

r b
elievers, an

d
 yet 

*
R
G
�LV�VWLOO�LQ

�FR
Q
WUR

O��-R
K
Q
�Z
DV�WK

H�Ć
Q
DO�S

UR
S
K
HW�E

R
UQ
�E\�P

LUDFOH��
w

h
o

 w
as to

 go
 b

efo
re Jesu

s an
d

 p
rep

are th
e w

ay. A
n

d
 yet lo

o
k h

o
w

 
h

e d
ied

—
u

n
ju

stly, alo
n

e in
 p

riso
n

, seem
in

gly ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 by G
o

d
 an

d
 

by Jesu
s H

im
self.

It w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 easy fo

r Jo
h

n
 to

 lo
se faith

—
to

 d
ecid

e th
at th

ere 
w

as n
o

 G
o

d
, o

r th
at G

o
d

 w
as u

n
tru

stw
o

rthy an
d

 n
o

t w
o

rth
 servin

g. 
H

e m
u

st h
ave w

o
n

d
ered

 w
hy Jesu

s d
id

 n
o

t d
o

 a m
iracle an

d
 get h

im
 

o
u

t o
f p

riso
n

. A
n

d
 in

 th
e d

ark n
igh

ts w
h

en
 w

e face a n
ew

 can
cer 

d
iagn

o
sis—

w
h

en
 w

e sit by th
e p

h
o

n
e, fearin

g it w
ill rin

g—
w

h
en

 w
e 

co
m

e to
 th

e en
d

 o
f a m

arriage o
r th

e lo
ss o

f so
m

eo
n

e w
e love—

w
e 

m
ay h

ave d
o

u
b

ts, to
o

. 

A
n

d
 yet—

w
e kn

o
w

 th
e Lo

rd
. W

e kn
o

w
 w

h
at H

e is like—
th

at H
e 

loves u
s, th

at H
e lay d

o
w

n
 H

is life fo
r u

s, th
at H

e w
arn

ed
 u

s ah
ead

 
o

f tim
e w

e w
o

u
ld

 h
ave tro

u
b

le—
an

d
 th

at H
e p

ro
m

ised
 alw

ays to
 b

e 
w

ith
 u

s. H
e h

as sh
o

w
n

 u
s th

ese th
in

gs in
 o

u
r lives. W

e m
ay n

o
t b

e 
ab

le to
 h

o
ld

 o
n

 to
 H

im
—

b
u

t H
e can

 h
o

ld
 o

n
 to

 u
s, even

 in
 th

e d
arkest 

tim
es. 
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%�
W

h
en

 d
o

 yo
u

 h
ave d

o
u

b
ts?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 co
p

e w
ith

 th
ese d
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Friday, M
arch 26, 2021

H
E

LP
LE

SS

$
QG�WKH�VROGLHUV�OHG�+

LP
�DZ

D\�LQVLGH�WKH�SDODFH��WKDW�LV��WKH�JRYHUQRUèV�
KHDGTXDUWHUV���DQG�WKH\�FDOOHG�WRJHWKHU�WKH�Z

KROH�EDWWDOLRQ��$
QG�WKH\�

FORWKHG�+
LP
�LQ�D�SXUSOH�FORDN��DQG�WZ

LVWLQJ�WRJHWKHU�D�FURZ
Q�RI�WKRUQV��

WKH\�SXW�LW�RQ�+
LP
��$
QG�WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�VDOXWH�+

LP
��ê+

DLO��.
LQJ�RI�WKH�

-HZ
V�ë�$

QG�WKH\�Z
HUH�VWULNLQJ�+

LV�KHDG�Z
LWK�D�UHHG�DQG�VSLWWLQJ�RQ�+

LP
�

DQG�NQHHOLQJ�GRZ
Q�LQ�KRP

DJH�WR�+
LP
��$
QG�Z

KHQ�WKH\�KDG�P
RFNHG�+

LP
��

WKH\�VWULSSHG�+
LP
�RI�WKH�SXUSOH�FORDN�DQG�SXW�+

LV�RZ
Q�FORWKHV�RQ�+

LP
��

$
QG�WKH\�OHG�+

LP
�RXW�WR�FUXFLI\�+

LP
���0

DUN����������

,�Ć
Q
G
�LW�YHU\�G

LVWX
UE
LQ
J��WK

DW�VHQ
WHQ

FHæ
êWK

H\�VWULS
S
HG
�+
LP
�R
I�WK

H�
p

u
rp

le clo
ak an

d
 p

u
t H

is o
w

n
 clo

th
es o

n
 H

im
.” It so

u
n

d
s very m

u
ch

 
as if Jesu

s co
u

ld
 n

o
 lo

n
ger d

ress o
r u

n
d

ress H
im

self. T
h

e sco
u

rgin
g, 

th
e h

ittin
g, th

e m
o

ckin
g—

by th
is p

o
in

t, H
e m

igh
t h

ave b
een

 h
avin

g 
tro

u
b

le stayin
g co

n
scio

u
s. P

ain
 an

d
 b

lo
o

d
 lo

ss can
 d

o
 th

at to
 a 

p
erso

n
. 

W
e all h

ave o
u

r tim
es o

f h
elp

lessn
ess. A

n
d

 w
h

en
 th

ey co
m

e, w
e 

h
o

p
e an

d
 p

ray th
at p

eo
p

le w
e love w

ill b
e th

ere fo
r u

s—
th

at th
ey 

Z
LOO�JHW�X

V�WK
H�FDUH�WK

DW�Z
H�Q

HHG
��Ć
Q
G
�X
V�D�VDIH��VR

IW�E
HG
��JLYH�X

V�D�
ch

an
ce to

 h
eal w

h
ile o

th
ers carry o

u
r b

u
rd

en
s fo

r u
s. N

o
n

e o
f th

at 
ap

p
lied

 to
 Jesu

s.

A
n

d
 w

hy? B
ecau

se H
e w

as carryin
g o

u
r b

u
rd

en
. H

e b
ecam

e h
elp

less 
fo

r u
s—

b
ecau

se w
e w

ere alread
y h

elp
less in

 th
e p

o
w

er o
f evil. H

e 
to

o
k o

u
r p

lace, rescu
in

g u
s fro

m
 th

e p
o

w
er o

f sin
, d

eath
, an

d
 th

e 
d

evil.

A
n

d
 H

e w
as glad

. Jesu
s rejo

iced
 to

 save u
s. E

ven
 to

d
ay H

e w
o

u
ld

 
d

o
 it again

 in
 a h

eartb
eat, if it w

ere n
ecessary. H

e d
eligh

ts in
 yo

u
, 

an
d

 H
e co

u
n

ts yo
u

 w
ell w

o
rth

 th
e p

rice—
o

f p
ain

, d
eath

, an
d

 even
 

h
elp

lessn
ess. Yo

u
 are th

e o
n

e H
e loves—

fo
rever.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�ORYLQJ�P
H�VR�P

XFK��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
W

h
en

 h
ave yo

u
 b

een
 m

o
st h

elp
less?

%�
H

o
w

 h
ave yo

u
 cared

 fo
r h

elp
less p

eo
p

le?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es it m

ean
 to

 yo
u

, th
at G

o
d

 b
ecam

e h
elp

less?

3
8

1
1



 
 

Sunday, February 28, 2021

IN
SU

LT
S!

%
XW�LP

P
HGLDWHO\�D�Z

RP
DQ�Z

KRVH�OLWWOH�GDXJKWHU�KDG�DQ�XQFOHDQ�VSLULW�
KHDUG�RI�+

LP
�DQG�FDP

H�DQG�IHOO�GRZ
Q�DW�+

LV�IHHW��1
RZ

�WKH�Z
RP

DQ�Z
DV�

D�*
HQWLOH��D�6\URSKRHQLFLDQ�E\�ELUWK��$

QG�VKH�EHJJHG�+
LP
�WR�FDVW�WKH�

GHP
RQ�RXW�RI�KHU�GDXJKWHU��$

QG�+
H�VDLG�WR�KHU��ê/HW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�EH�IHG�

ĆUVW��IRU�LW�LV�QRW�ULJKW�WR�WDNH�WKH�FKLOGUHQèV�EUHDG�DQG�WKURZ
�LW�WR�WKH�

GRJV�ë�%
XW�VKH�DQVZ

HUHG�+
LP
��ê<HV��/RUG��\HW�HYHQ�WKH�GRJV�XQGHU�WKH�

WDEOH�HDW�WKH�FKLOGUHQèV�FUXP
EV�ë�$

QG�+
H�VDLG�WR�KHU��ê)RU�WKLV�VWDWHP

HQW�
\RX�P

D\�JR�\RXU�Z
D\��WKH�GHP

RQ�KDV�OHIW�\RXU�GDXJKWHU�ë��0
DUN���������

W
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ave ever exp
ected

 Jesu
s to

 in
su

lt so
m

eb
o

d
y—

esp
ecially a h

elp
less w

o
m

an
 w

ith
 a sick d

au
gh

ter? It ju
st isn’t like 

H
im

. A
n

d
 so

 th
is sto

ry d
rives u

s crazy. W
h

at d
o

es it m
ean

?

B
u

t m
ayb

e w
e are m

issin
g so

m
eth

in
g. N

o
tice th

at Jesu
s n

ever says 
n

o
 to

 h
er. In

stead
 H

e says so
m

eth
in

g ab
o

u
t th

e ch
ild

ren
 b

ein
g fed

 
Ć
UVW��E

HIR
UH�WK

H�G
R
JV�JHW�DQ\��$

Q
G
�WK
HQ
�+
H�Z

DWFK
HV�IR

U�K
HU�UHDFWLR

Q
�

Sh
e co

u
ld

 h
ave started

 cryin
g an

d
 w

alked
 aw

ay. B
u

t sh
e d

id
n’t. 

W
hy? B

ecau
se sh

e’s a d
esp

erate m
o

th
er w

ith
 a sick ch

ild
. W

h
o

 cares 
ab

o
u

t th
e in

su
lt?! N

o
 m

o
th

er in
 th

at situ
atio

n
 is go

in
g to

 give u
p

. N
o

, 
VK
HèV�JR

LQ
J�WR

�NHHS
�E
X
JJLQ

J�-HVX
V��$

Q
G
�VR

��T
X
LFN�DV�D�ć

DVK
��VK

H�E
ULQ

JV�
u

p
 th

e p
u

p
p

ies u
n

d
er th

e tab
le.

H
o

w
 d

eligh
ted

 Jesu
s m

u
st h

ave b
een

! N
o

w
 th

ere’s faith
 fo

r yo
u

—
faith

 th
at stan

d
s u

p
 in

 G
o

d
’s very face an

d
 refu

ses to
 b

e kn
o

cked
 

d
o

w
n

. N
o

 w
o

n
d

er H
e said

 to
 h

er, “Fo
r su

ch
 a statem

en
t yo

u
 m

ay 
go

 yo
u

r w
ay—

th
e d

em
o

n
 h

as left yo
u

r d
au

gh
ter.” B

ecau
se w

e kn
ew

 
all alo

n
g H

e w
as go

in
g to

 h
eal th

e ch
ild

, righ
t? W

h
en

 d
id

 Jesu
s ever 

leave su
ch

 d
istress u

n
h

elp
ed

?
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H
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u

 ever felt th
at G

o
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st yo
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en
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%�
W

h
en

 h
ave yo

u
 seen

 G
o

d
 su

d
d

en
ly tu

rn
 a b

ad
 situ

atio
n

 aro
u

n
d

?

 

 
 

Thursday, M
arch 25, 2021 

B
LIN

D
 V

IO
LE

N
C

E

$
QG�3LODWH�DJDLQ�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê7KHQ�Z
KDW�VKDOO�,�GR�Z

LWK�WKH�0
DQ�\RX�

FDOO�WKH�.
LQJ�RI�WKH�-HZ

V"ë�$
QG�WKH\�FULHG�RXW�DJDLQ��ê&

UXFLI\�+
LP
�ë�$

QG�
3LODWH�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê:
K\"�:

KDW�HYLO�KDV�+
H�GRQH"ë�%

XW�WKH\�VKRXWHG�DOO�
WKH�P

RUH��ê&
UXFLI\�+

LP
�ë�6R�3LODWH��Z

LVKLQJ�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�FURZ
G��UHOHDVHG�

IRU�WKHP
�%
DUDEEDV��DQG�KDYLQJ�VFRXUJHG�-HVXV��KH�GHOLYHUHG�+

LP
�WR�EH�

FUXFLĆHG���0
DUN����������

It h
as to

 b
e o

n
e o

f th
e scariest so

u
n

d
s o

u
t th

ere—
to

 realize th
at 

all th
o

se p
eo

p
le sh

o
u

tin
g an

d
 scream

in
g are an

gry at yo
u

, yo
u

 
S
HUVR

Q
DOO\æ

WK
DW�WK

H\�Z
DQ
W�WR

�K
X
UW�\R

X
æ
WK
DW�WK

H\�Z
R
QèW�E

H�VDWLVĆ
HG
�

u
n

til yo
u

’re d
ead

. T
h

at w
as w

h
at Jesu

s w
as facin

g. T
h

ere H
e w

as, 
stan

d
in

g w
ith

 P
ilate in

 fro
n

t o
f th

e m
o

b
, lo

o
kin

g d
o

w
n

 at scream
in

g 
IDFHV�DQ

G
�Z
DYLQ

J�Ć
VWVæ

S
HR
S
OH�+

H�G
LG
QèW�HYHQ

�NQ
R
Z
��K
X
P
DQ
O\�

sp
eakin

g, p
eo

p
le H

e h
ad

 n
ever h

ad
 any p

erso
n

al co
n

tact w
ith

. B
u

t 
th

ey w
an

ted
 H

im
 d

ead
—

an
d

 by th
e w

o
rst p

o
ssib

le m
eth

o
d

 th
ey 

co
u

ld
 d

ream
 u

p
.

If w
e’re lu

cky, th
at kin

d
 o

f b
lin

d
 vio

len
ce is so

m
eth

in
g w

e m
eet 

o
n

ly in
 o

u
r d

ream
s. B

u
t n

o
t all o

f u
s are lu

cky. So
m

e o
f u

s m
eet 

th
at vio

len
ce in

 th
e street, w

h
en

 w
e cro

ss th
e p

ath
 o

f so
m

eo
n

e 
w

h
o

 is lo
o

kin
g fo

r a victim
. So

m
e o

f u
s m

eet it at sch
o

o
l o

r in
 th

e 
w

o
rkp

lace, o
n

 acco
u

n
t o

f o
u

r race, eth
n

ic gro
u

p
, lo

o
ks, religio

n
, o

r 
so

m
e o

th
er ch

aracteristic w
e can’t h

elp
. So

m
e o

f u
s m

eet it at h
o

m
e, 

at th
e h

an
d

s o
f an

 ab
u

sive sp
o

u
se o

r p
aren

t o
r ch

ild
. W

h
erever it 

co
m

es fro
m

, it is terrifyin
g.

T
h

is n
igh

tm
are, also

, is w
h

at Jesu
s cam

e to
 p

u
t an

 en
d

 to
. If yo

u
 h

ave 
su

ffered
 th

is, G
o

d
 kn

o
w

s an
d

 cares. G
o

d
 h

as n
o

t ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 yo
u

. 
G

o
d

 H
im

self h
as go

n
e th

ro
u

gh
 it—

all th
e w

ay to
 th

e b
itter en

d
 at th

e 
cro

ss. A
n

d
 Jesu

s h
as risen

 fro
m

 th
e d

ead
, all to

 give yo
u

 th
at sam

e 
everlastin

g life—
safe in

 H
is love an

d
 m

ercy.
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%�
If yo

u
 are w

illin
g, sh

are a tim
e w

h
en

 yo
u

 felt very m
u

ch
 afraid

 
an

d
 in

 d
an

ger.

%�
W

hy d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k it h
u

rts so
 m

u
ch

 w
h

en
 so

m
eo

n
e h

ates yo
u

?

%�
W

hy d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k G
o

d
 allo

w
ed

 Jesu
s to

 exp
erien

ce th
is?

 
1

2
3

7



 
 

M
onday, M

arch 1, 2021

ST
R

A
N

G
E

$
QG�VRP

H�SHRSOH�EURXJKW�WR�+
LP
�D�EOLQG�P

DQ�DQG�EHJJHG�+
LP
�WR�WRXFK�

KLP
��$
QG�+

H�WRRN�WKH�EOLQG�P
DQ�E\�WKH�KDQG�DQG�OHG�KLP

�RXW�RI�WKH�
YLOODJH��DQG�Z

KHQ�+
H�KDG�VSLW�RQ�KLV�H\HV�DQG�ODLG�+

LV�KDQGV�RQ�KLP
��

+
H�DVNHG�KLP

��ê'
R�\RX�VHH�DQ\WKLQJ"ë�$

QG�KH�ORRNHG�XS�DQG�VDLG��ê,�VHH�
SHRSOH��EXW�WKH\�ORRN�OLNH�WUHHV��Z

DONLQJ�ë�7KHQ�-HVXV�ODLG�+
LV�KDQGV�RQ�

+
LV�H\HV�DJDLQ��DQG�KH�RSHQHG�KLV�H\HV��KLV�VLJKW�Z

DV�UHVWRUHG��DQG�KH�VDZ
�

HYHU\WKLQJ�FOHDUO\��$
QG�+

H�VHQW�KLP
�WR�KLV�KRP

H��VD\LQJ��ê'
R�QRW�HYHQ�

HQWHU�WKH�YLOODJH�ë��0
DUN�����E����

T
h

is is a stran
ge little sto

ry. To
 b

egin
 w

ith
, w

e see Jesu
s takin

g a 
b

lin
d

 m
an

 o
u

tsid
e th

e village to
 h

eal h
im

—
an

d
 th

en
 fo

rb
id

d
in

g h
im

 
to

 go
 b

ack in
to

 th
e village afterw

ard
. W

hy? W
e d

o
n’t kn

o
w

. 

T
hen there’s the healing itself. W

hy spit on the m
an’s eyes? I looked at a 

dozen sources, and they had a dozen guesses. N
one of them

 rang true. 

A
n

d
 th

en
 th

ere’s th
e tw

o
-p

art h
ealin

g—
Jesu

s sto
p

s in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f 
LW�WR

�FR
Q
VX
OW�+

LV�êS
DWLHQ

W�ë�DQ
G
�WK
HQ
�Ć
Q
LVK

HV�WK
H�P

LUDFOH��,�FDQèW�WK
LQ
N�

o
f an

o
th

er tim
e w

h
en

 Jesu
s d

o
es th

is. W
hy?

I d
o

n’t kn
o

w
. B

u
t th

e w
h

o
le th

in
g is sim

ilar to
 ep

iso
d

es in
 m

y life 
w

h
ere, even

 th
o

u
gh

 I w
as tryin

g to
 fo

llo
w

 G
o

d
 as b

est I co
u

ld
, 

th
in

gs w
en

t stran
ge. “W

hy, Lo
rd

?” I asked
, as G

o
d

 allo
w

ed
 u

s to
 b

e 
ch

ild
less—

as th
e ch

u
rch

 fell in
to

 d
ivisio

n
—

as w
e go

t laid
 o

ff fro
m

 
our m

issionary w
ork and had to scram

ble to keep bread on the table. 

M
ayb

e th
at’s th

e p
o

in
t—

th
at G

o
d

 is sayin
g, “Sh

h
h

h
h

—
th

at’s n
o

t 
yo

u
r b

u
sin

ess,” an
d

 in
stead

 d
irectin

g u
s to

 keep
 o

u
r eyes o

n
 th

e 
m

ain
 even

t. W
h

ich
 is Jesu

s, h
elp

in
g an

d
 h

ealin
g an

d
 savin

g—
even

 in
 

X
Q
X
VX
DO�Z

D\V�æ
HYHQ

��Ć
Q
DOO\��VDYLQ

J�X
V�WK

UR
X
JK
�D�VK

DP
HIX

O�G
HDWK

�R
Q
�

th
e cro

ss. T
h

at’s en
o

u
gh

. M
y q

u
estio

n
s can

 w
ait fo

r later.
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R
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iscuss 

%�
W

h
at q

u
estio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 m

o
st like to

 ask Jesu
s?

%�
W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 d

o
 w

h
en

 yo
u

 can’t u
n

d
erstan

d
 w

h
at G

o
d

 is d
o

in
g?

%�
C

an
 yo

u
 th

in
k o

f tim
es in

 yo
u

r life w
h

en
 yo

u
 u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 G

o
d

’s 
ch

o
ices o

n
ly afterw

ard
?

3
6

1
3

 
 

W
ednesday, M

arch 24, 2021

SO
N

 O
F

 T
H

E
 FA

T
H

E
R

1
RZ

�DW�WKH�IHDVW�KH�XVHG�WR�UHOHDVH�IRU�WKHP
�RQH�SULVRQHU�IRU�Z

KRP
�

WKH\�DVNHG��$
QG�DP

RQJ�WKH�UHEHOV�LQ�SULVRQ��Z
KR�KDG�FRP

P
LWWHG�P

XUGHU�
LQ�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQ��WKHUH�Z

DV�D�P
DQ�FDOOHG�%

DUDEEDV��$
QG�WKH�FURZ

G�
FDP

H�XS�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�DVN�3LODWH�WR�GR�DV�KH�XVXDOO\�GLG�IRU�WKHP
��$
QG�KH�

DQVZ
HUHG�WKHP

��VD\LQJ��ê'
R�\RX�Z

DQW�P
H�WR�UHOHDVH�IRU�\RX�WKH�.

LQJ�RI�
WKH�-HZ

V"ë�)RU�KH�SHUFHLYHG�WKDW�LW�Z
DV�RXW�RI�HQY\�WKDW�WKH�FKLHI�SULHVWV�

KDG�GHOLYHUHG�+
LP
�XS��%

XW�WKH�FKLHI�SULHVWV�VWLUUHG�XS�WKH�FURZ
G�WR�KDYH�

KLP
�UHOHDVH�IRU�WKHP

�%
DUDEEDV�LQVWHDG���0

DUN���������

W
h

at a sh
o

ck it m
u

st h
ave b

een
 fo

r B
arab

b
as w

h
en

 h
e fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t h

is 
fate! A

s a reb
el an

d
 a m

u
rd

erer, h
e kn

ew
 p

erfectly w
ell h

e d
eserved

 
d

eath
. B

u
t in

stead
, so

m
eo

n
e else w

o
u

ld
 d

ie. B
arab

b
as w

o
u

ld
 live 

an
d

 go
 free.

W
e h

ave n
o

 id
ea w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 h

im
 after th

is p
o

in
t. D

id
 h

e 
m

en
d

 h
is w

ays an
d

 live a b
etter life? D

id
 h

e retu
rn

 to
 h

is crim
es? D

id
 

h
e p

erh
ap

s b
eco

m
e a fo

llo
w

er o
f Jesu

s, th
e M

an
 w

h
o

 to
o

k h
is p

lace? 
N

o
b

o
d

y kn
o

w
s.

B
arab

b
as, w

h
o

se n
am

e m
ean

s “so
n

 o
f th

e F
ath

er,” gets rescu
ed

 
by th

e tru
e So

n
 o

f th
e F

ath
er—

Jesu
s. B

arab
b

as th
e reb

el an
d

 
m

u
rd

erer gets saved
 by th

e o
b

ed
ien

t, h
o

ly, life-givin
g So

n
 o

f G
o

d
. 

A
n

d
 n

o
t ju

st B
arab

b
as alo

n
e—

Jesu
s lays d

o
w

n
 H

is life to
 save all 

o
f h

u
m

an
ity, reb

els an
d

 m
u

rd
erers th

at w
e are—

everyo
n

e w
h

o
 h

as 
tu

rn
ed

 again
st G

o
d

 an
d

 go
n

e th
eir o

w
n

 w
ay. T

h
ro

u
gh

 H
is d

eath
 

an
d

 resu
rrectio

n
, Jesu

s m
akes u

s tru
e so

n
s an

d
 d

au
gh

ters o
f th

e 
H

eaven
ly F

ath
er.

N
o

w
 w

e are free—
free to

 live fo
r th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 loved

 u
s, an

d
 gave 

H
im

self fo
r u

s. W
h

at co
u

ld
 b

e b
etter? 

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�WDNLQJ�P
\�SODFH��$

P
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R
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iscuss  

%�
W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 im

agin
e h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 B

arab
b

as?

%�
W

h
at ch

an
ge h

as th
ere b

een
 in

 yo
u

r life situ
atio

n
, b

ecau
se Jesu

s 
to

o
k yo

u
r p

lace?

%�
H

ave yo
u

 ever b
een

 ab
le to

 fo
llo

w
 Jesu

s’ exam
p

le in
 so

m
e sm

all 
w

ay an
d

 take so
m

eo
n

e else’s p
lace, p

ayin
g th

e p
rice w

h
ile th

ey 
gain

ed
 th

e b
lessin

g?



 
 

Tuesday, M
arch 2, 2021

C
O

M
M

IT
M

E
N

T
A

nd Jesus w
ent on w

ith H
is disciples to the villages of C

aesarea Philippi. 
$
QG�RQ�WKH�Z

D\�+
H�DVNHG�+

LV�GLVFLSOHV��ê:
KR�GR�SHRSOH�VD\�WKDW�,�DP

"ë�
$
QG�WKH\�WROG�+

LP
��ê-RKQ�WKH�%

DSWLVW��DQG�RWKHUV�VD\��(OLMDK��DQG�RWKHUV��
RQH�RI�WKH�SURSKHWV�ë�$

QG�+
H�DVNHG�WKHP

��ê%
XW�Z

KR�GR�\RX�VD\�WKDW�,�
DP

"ë�3HWHU�DQVZ
HUHG�+

LP
��ê<RX�DUH�WKH�&

KULVW�ë�$
QG�+

H�VWULFWO\�FKDUJHG�
WKHP

�WR�WHOO�QR�RQH�DERXW�+
LP
���0

DUN���������

“W
ell, that escalated

 q
u

ickly.” M
y so

n
 says th

at w
h

en
 w

e h
ave a 

co
nversatio

n
 th

at starts o
ff o

n
 th

e su
rface an

d
 th

en
 go

es su
p

er 
d

eep
. P

eter m
igh

t h
ave said

 th
e sam

e ab
o

u
t th

is ep
iso

d
e.

Jesu
s starts o

u
t w

ith
 a safe, gen

eral q
u

estio
n

—
“W

h
o

 d
o

 p
eo

p
le say 

th
at I am

?” A
n

d
 th

e d
iscip

les h
ave n

o
 tro

u
b

le givin
g H

im
 an

sw
ers. 

A
fter all, it’s ju

st h
earsay. It d

o
esn’t m

atter to
 th

em
 w

h
eth

er th
e 

an
sw

ers are righ
t o

r w
ro

n
g, realistic o

r o
u

trageo
u

s. T
h

ey’re n
o

t th
e 

d
iscip

les’ o
w

n
 an

sw
ers, so

 w
h

o
 cares?

B
u

t th
en

 Jesu
s go

es fo
r th

e th
ro

at. “A
n

d
 w

h
o

 d
o

 you say th
at I am

?” 
H

e asks. N
o

w
 th

at o
n

e’s scary. B
ecau

se yo
u

 d
o

n’t w
an

t to
 get it 

w
ro

n
g—

n
o

t righ
t to

 Jesu
s’ face. B

u
t it’s a really b

ig step
 to

 say w
h

at 
yo

u
’re startin

g to
 b

elieve—
th

at H
e’s th

e M
essiah

, th
e Savio

r, th
e So

n
 

o
f G

o
d

! N
o

 w
o

n
d

er P
eter w

as th
e o

n
ly o

n
e to

 sp
eak u

p
!

It go
es d

eep
er. If yo

u
 say, “Yo

u
 are th

e C
h

rist,” th
en

 yo
u

 h
ave ju

st 
co

m
m

itted
 yo

u
rself, h

aven’t yo
u

? Fro
m

 n
o

w
 o

n
 yo

u
 are go

in
g to

 
h

ave to
 fo

llo
w

 th
is M

an
—

o
b

ey w
h

atever H
e says—

stick w
ith

 H
im

 
th

ro
u

gh
 th

ick an
d

 th
in

. Yo
u

 h
ave to

, b
ecau

se H
e’s th

e C
h

rist an
d

 
yo

u
’ve ad

m
itted

 it. T
h

ere’s n
o

 tu
rn

in
g b

ack.

T
h

an
k G

o
d

, th
e co

m
m

itm
en

t go
es tw

o
 w

ays. Jesu
s h

as co
m

m
itted

 
H

im
self to

 yo
u

, sin
ce lo

n
g b

efo
re th

at m
an

ger in
 B

eth
leh

em
. H

e 
co

m
m

itted
 H

im
self to

 rescu
in

g yo
u

, to
 fo

rgivin
g yo

u
r sin

 an
d

 h
ealin

g 
yo

u
r b

ro
ken

n
ess—

to
 givin

g yo
u

 etern
al life. If yo

u
 are H

is, H
e is also

 
yo

u
rs. T

h
an

ks b
e to

 G
o

d
!

/RUG�-HVXV��NHHS�P
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R
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iscuss  

%�
W

h
en

 d
id

 yo
u

 h
ave to

 an
sw

er an
 aw

kw
ard

 q
u

estio
n

?

%�
A

re yo
u

 ever afraid
 o

f co
m

m
itm

en
t? W

hy?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es it m

ean
 to

 yo
u

, th
at Jesu

s h
as co

m
m

itted
 H

im
self to

 
yo

u
 fo

rever?

 

 
 

Tuesday, M
arch 23, 2021

T
H

E
 K

IN
G

 O
F

 T
H

E
 JE

W
S

$
QG�DV�VRRQ�DV�LW�Z

DV�P
RUQLQJ��WKH�FKLHI�SULHVWV�KHOG�D�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�Z

LWK�
the elders and scribes and the w

hole council. A
nd they bound Jesus and 

OHG�+
LP
�DZ

D\�DQG�GHOLYHUHG�+
LP
�RYHU�WR�3LODWH��$

QG�3LODWH�DVNHG�+
LP
��

ê$
UH�<RX�WKH�.

LQJ�RI�WKH�-HZ
V"ë�$

QG�+
H�DQVZ

HUHG�KLP
��ê<RX�KDYH�VDLG�

VR�ë�$
QG�WKH�FKLHI�SULHVWV�DFFXVHG�+

LP
�RI�P

DQ\�WKLQJV��$
QG�3LODWH�DJDLQ�

DVNHG�+
LP
��ê+

DYH�<RX�QR�DQVZ
HU�WR�P

DNH"�6HH�KRZ
�P
DQ\�FKDUJHV�WKH\�

EULQJ�DJDLQVW�<RX�ë�%
XW�-HVXV�P

DGH�QR�IXUWKHU�DQVZ
HU��VR�WKDW�3LODWH�Z

DV�
DP

D]HG���0
DUN��������

It’s p
retty clear th

at P
ilate’s tim

e w
ith

 Jesu
s w

as cen
tered

 aro
u

n
d

 
o

n
e ch

arge o
n

ly: “A
re Yo

u
 th

e K
in

g o
f th

e Jew
s?” T

h
at is th

e o
n

ly 
T
X
HVWLR

Q
�-HVX

V�Z
DV�Z

LOOLQ
J�WR

�DQ
VZ

HU�Z
LWK

�D�S
R
OLWH�Ć

UVW�FHQ
WX
U\�Z

D\�
o

f sayin
g “Yes.” T

h
e o

th
er ch

arges d
id

n’t m
atter, an

d
 Jesu

s d
id

n’t 
d

ign
ify th

em
 w

ith
 an

 an
sw

er. B
u

t K
in

g o
f th

e Jew
s? T

h
at m

attered
.

To
 P

ilate, th
e q

u
estio

n
 p

ro
b

ab
ly m

ean
t “A

re Yo
u

 an
 u

p
start p

o
litical 

lead
er w

h
o

 is p
lan

n
in

g to
 reb

el again
st th

e R
o

m
an

 E
m

p
ire?” P

ilate 
w

as a p
ractical m

an
; h

e w
an

ted
 to

 kn
o

w
 if h

e w
as facin

g an
o

th
er 

reb
ellio

n
. 

B
u

t to
 Jesu

s? T
h

e O
ld

 Testam
en

t m
akes it very clear w

h
o

 th
e K

in
g 

o
f th

e Jew
s, th

e K
in

g o
f Israel, w

as: G
o

d
 H

im
self. G

o
d

 calls H
im

self 
E\�WK

LV�1
DP

H�VHYHUDO�WLP
HV��ê,�DP

�WK
Hb/R

UG
��\R

X
U�+

R
O\�2

Q
H��WK

H�
&
UHDWR

U�R
I�,VUDHO�b\R

X
Ub.

LQ
Jë��,VDLDK

��
�
��
�
����6HH�DOVR

�,VDLDK
��
�
��
��

Z
ep

h
an

iah
 3

:1
5

). Is Jesu
s th

is K
in

g? O
h

 yes! H
e is th

e Lo
rd

 w
h

o
 ru

les 
everyth

in
g—

an
d

 w
h

o
 w

ill give u
p

 everyth
in

g to
 save H

is p
eo

p
le, 

even
 w

h
en

 th
ey reject H

im
.

T
h

is is th
e K

in
g w

e h
ave—

a K
in

g w
h

o
 reign

s fro
m

 th
e cro

ss, w
h

o
se 

cro
w

n
 is m

ad
e o

f th
o

rn
s an

d
 w

h
o

se royal ro
b

es are H
is o

w
n

 b
lo

o
d

. 
H

e is o
u

r K
in

g as w
ell, w

h
eth

er w
e are Jew

s o
r G

en
tiles. A

n
d

 H
e h

as 
b

eco
m

e o
u

r Savio
r.

'
HDU�/RUG��,�DFNQRZ

OHGJH�WKDW�<RX�DUH�P
\�.

LQJ�DQG�P
\�6DYLRU��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss   

%�
W

h
at are kin

gs su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 d
o

? W
h

at are th
ey like?

%�
H

o
w

 is Jesu
s like th

o
se id

eas? H
o

w
 is H

e d
ifferen

t fro
m

 th
o

se 
id

eas?

%�
W

hat does it m
ean to you, that Jesus is your K

ing and your R
uler?

 
1

4
3

5



 
 

W
ednesday, M

arch 3, 2021

SE
E

IN
G

 H
IS D

ISC
IP

LE
S

$
QG�+

H�EHJDQ�WR�WHDFK�WKHP
�WKDW�WKH�6RQ�RI�0

DQ�P
XVW�VXIIHU�P

DQ\�
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. A

nd H
e said this plainly. 

$
QG�3HWHU�WRRN�+

LP
�DVLGH�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�UHEXNH�+

LP
��%
XW�WXUQLQJ�DQG�

VHHLQJ�+
LV�GLVFLSOHV��+

H�UHEXNHG�3HWHU�DQG�VDLG��ê*
HW�EHKLQG�0

H��6DWDQ��
)RU�\RX�DUH�QRW�VHWWLQJ�\RXU�P

LQG�RQ�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�*
RG��EXW�RQ�WKH�WKLQJV�

RI�P
DQ�ë��0

DUN��������� 

I’m
 cau

gh
t by o

n
e p

h
rase in

 th
is sto

ry th
at d

escrib
es w

h
at Jesu

s d
id

 
w

h
en

 P
eter started

 tellin
g H

im
 n

o
t to

 talk ab
o

u
t th

e cro
ss. It read

s, 
“B

u
t tu

rn
in

g an
d

 seein
g H

is d
iscip

les, H
e reb

u
ked

 P
eter …

” 

-HVX
V�G

HOLE
HUDWHO\�WX

UQ
HG
�DQ

G
�OR
R
NHG

�DW�WK
H�UHVW�R

I�+
LV�G

LVFLS
OHV�Ć

UVW��
T

h
ere’s go

t to
 b

e a reaso
n

 fo
r th

at, o
r w

hy w
o

u
ld

 th
e H

o
ly Sp

irit p
u

t 
it in

 th
e text?

I su
p

p
o

se Jesu
s co

u
ld

 b
e ch

eckin
g to

 see if anyb
o

d
y else agrees w

ith
 

P
eter—

o
r if th

ey are p
ayin

g atten
tio

n
. B

u
t kn

o
w

in
g Jesu

s, I th
in

k it 
m

igh
t b

e a th
ird

 reaso
n

. 

P
eter h

as ju
st su

ggested
 th

at Jesu
s sh

o
u

ld
 avo

id
 talkin

g ab
o

u
t 

th
e cro

ss. N
o

, m
o

re th
an

 th
at, sh

o
u

ld
 avo

id
 going to the cross 

alto
geth

er—
sh

o
u

ld
 tu

rn
 aw

ay fro
m

 G
o

d
’s p

lan
 to

 save u
s—

sh
o

u
ld

 
save H

im
self fro

m
 all th

e p
ain

 ah
ead

.

B
ut that w

ould have left the rest of us—
w

here? Still on the road to
 

hell. Still suffering the effects of our broken, rebellious hearts. Still cut 
off from

 the G
od w

ho loves us and w
ants us to live w

ith H
im

 forever.

Jesu
s tu

rn
ed

 an
d

 saw
 H

is d
iscip

les—
n

o
t ju

st th
e tw

elve, b
u

t yo
u

 an
d

 
m

e. T
h

e p
eo

p
le H

e loves—
th

e p
eo

p
le H

e is rescu
in

g. T
h

e p
eo

p
le H

e 
w

ill d
ie an

d
 rise fo

r. N
o

th
in

g w
ill sto

p
 H

im
 fro

m
 m

akin
g u

s safe.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�ORYLQJ�XV�VR�P
XFK��$
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iscuss  

%�
D

id
 so

m
eo

n
e ever try to

 sto
p

 yo
u

 fro
m

 d
o

in
g w

h
at yo

u
 n

eed
ed

 
to

 d
o

?

%�
W

hy d
o

 yo
u

 d
o

 th
e h

ard
 tasks o

f yo
u

r life?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

es it m
ake yo

u
 feel to

 kn
o

w
 th

at Jesu
s h

as yo
u

 alw
ays in

 
m

in
d

?

 
 

M
onday, M

arch 22, 2021

P
O

W
E

R

A
nd as Peter w

as below
 in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 

KLJK�SULHVW�FDP
H�ð

�DQG�VDLG��ê<RX�DOVR�Z
HUH�Z

LWK�WKH�1
D]DUHQH��-HVXV�ë�

%
XW�KH�GHQLHG�LW�ð

�$
QG�KH�Z

HQW�RXW�LQWR�WKH�JDWHZ
D\�DQG�WKH�URRVWHU�

FURZ
HG��$

QG�WKH�VHUYDQW�JLUO�VDZ
�KLP

�DQG�>VDLG@��ê7KLV�P
DQ�LV�RQH�RI�

WKHP
�ë�%

XW�DJDLQ�KH�GHQLHG�LW��$
QG�DIWHU�D�OLWWOH�Z

KLOH�WKH�E\VWDQGHUV�
DJDLQ�VDLG�WR�3HWHU��ê&

HUWDLQO\�\RX�DUH�RQH�RI�WKHP
��IRU�\RX�DUH�D�

*
DOLOHDQ�ë�%

XW�KH�EHJDQ�WR�LQYRNH�D�FXUVH�RQ�KLP
VHOI�DQG�WR�VZ

HDU��ê,�GR�
QRW�NQRZ

�WKLV�0
DQ�RI�Z

KRP
�\RX�VSHDN�ë�$

QG�LP
P
HGLDWHO\�WKH�URRVWHU�

FURZ
HG�D�VHFRQG�WLP

H��$
QG�3HWHU�UHP

HP
EHUHG�KRZ

�-HVXV�KDG�VDLG�WR�KLP
��

ê%
HIRUH�WKH�URRVWHU�FURZ

V�WZ
LFH��\RX�Z

LOO�GHQ\�0
H�WKUHH�WLP

HV�ë�$
QG�KH�

EURNH�GRZ
Q�DQG�Z

HSW���0
DUN����������E������������

P
eter h

ad
 p

o
w

er o
n

 h
is m

in
d

 th
at n

igh
t. T

h
e p

o
w

er o
f th

e gu
ard

s 
to

 reco
gn

ize h
im

 an
d

 arrest h
im

. T
h

e p
o

w
er o

f th
e co

u
n

cil to
 take 

aw
ay h

is life—
ju

st as th
ey w

ere in
 th

e p
ro

cess o
f d

o
in

g fo
r Jesu

s. N
o

 
w

o
n

d
er P

eter h
id

 in
 th

e sh
ad

o
w

s!

B
u

t h
e d

id
n’t co

n
sid

er th
e sm

all, p
o

w
erless th

in
gs—

th
e servan

t girls, 
th

e ro
o

ster. H
e fo

rgo
t all ab

o
u

t th
em

—
u

n
til th

ey tu
rn

ed
 h

is w
o

rld
 

u
p

sid
e d

o
w

n
. A

n
d

 P
eter fo

rgo
t all ab

o
u

t th
e gu

ard
s an

d
 th

e co
u

n
cil, 

as h
e b

ro
ke d

o
w

n
 w

eep
in

g. A
ll h

e co
u

ld
 th

in
k o

f w
as Jesu

s.

It seem
s to

 m
e th

at G
o

d
 likes to

 d
o

 th
at—

likes to
 u

se th
e sm

all, 
w

eak th
in

gs to
 tu

rn
 o

u
r lives aro

u
n

d
. A

fter all, it is G
o

d
’s p

o
w

er 
w

o
rkin

g th
ro

u
gh

 w
eakn

ess th
at saves u

s. A
 n

ew
b

o
rn

 b
aby, lyin

g in
 

D�P
DQ
JHUæ

D�ć
R
JJHG

��Q
DNHG

�0
DQ
��Q
DLOHG

�WR
�D�FUR

VVæ
WK
H�UHVX

UUHFWHG
�

Lo
rd

 w
h

o
 lo

o
ked

 so
 o

rd
in

ary th
at M

ary m
isto

o
k H

im
 fo

r a gard
en

er. 
$
V�3

DX
O�VDLG

��ê:
H�S

UHDFK
�&
K
ULVW�FUX

FLĆ
HG
��D�VWX

P
E
OLQ
J�E

OR
FN�WR

�
Jew

s an
d

 fo
lly to

 G
en

tiles, b
u

t to
 th

o
se w

h
o

 are called
, …

 C
h

rist 
th

e p
o

w
er o

f G
o

d
 …

 fo
r th

e w
eakn

ess o
f G

o
d

 is stro
n

ger th
an

 m
en”         

(1
 C

o
rin

th
ian

s 1
:2

3
-2

5
).

'
HDU�/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�VDYLQJ�P

H�WKURXJK�<RXU�SRZ
HUIXO�Z

HDNQHVV��
$
P
HQ� 

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t so
m

eth
in

g w
eak th

at w
as u

n
exp

ected
ly p

o
w

erfu
l fo

r 
yo

u
.

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 co

n
sid

er yo
u

rself w
eak o

r p
o

w
erfu

l?

%�
H

o
w

 h
as G

o
d

 u
sed

 yo
u

 to
 care fo

r o
th

er p
eo

p
le?

 
3

4
1

5



 
 

Thursday, M
arch 4, 2021

JE
SU

S O
N

LY

$
QG�DIWHU�VL[�GD\V�-HVXV�WRRN�Z

LWK�+
LP
�3HWHU�DQG�-DP

HV�DQG�-RKQ��DQG�
OHG�WKHP

�XS�D�KLJK�P
RXQWDLQ�E\�WKHP

VHOYHV��$
QG�+

H�Z
DV�WUDQVĆJXUHG�

EHIRUH�WKHP
��DQG�+

LV�FORWKHV�EHFDP
H�UDGLDQW��LQWHQVHO\�Z

KLWH��DV�QR�RQH�
RQ�HDUWK�FRXOG�EOHDFK�WKHP

��$
QG�WKHUH�DSSHDUHG�WR�WKHP

�(OLMDK�Z
LWK�

0
RVHV��DQG�WKH\�Z

HUH�WDONLQJ�Z
LWK�-HVXV��$

QG�3HWHU�VDLG�WR�-HVXV��ê5
DEEL��

LW�LV�JRRG�WKDW�Z
H�DUH�KHUH��/HW�XV�P

DNH�WKUHH�WHQWV��RQH�IRU�<RX�DQG�RQH�
IRU�0

RVHV�DQG�RQH�IRU�(OLMDK�ë�)RU�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ
�Z
KDW�WR�VD\��IRU�WKH\�

Z
HUH�WHUULĆHG��$

QG�D�FORXG�RYHUVKDGRZ
HG�WKHP

��DQG�D�YRLFH�FDP
H�RXW�RI�

WKH�FORXG��ê7KLV�LV�0
\�EHORYHG�6RQ��OLVWHQ�WR�+

LP
�ë�$

QG�VXGGHQO\��ORRNLQJ�
DURXQG��WKH\�QR�ORQJHU�VDZ

�DQ\RQH�Z
LWK�WKHP

�EXW�-HVXV�RQO\���0
DUN�������

P
eter w

as im
p

ressed
. E

lijah
 an

d
 M

o
ses w

ere th
ere, talkin

g to
 

Jesu
s—

tw
o

 great h
ero

es fro
m

 th
e h

isto
ry o

f Israel! A
n

d
 like so

 m
any 

p
eo

p
le d

o
 u

n
d

er p
ressu

re, P
eter started

 b
ab

b
lin

g. “Let’s m
ake th

ree 
ten

ts, o
n

e fo
r each

 o
f yo

u
!” W

h
at in

 th
e w

o
rld

 d
id

 h
e m

ean
?

It su
re so

u
n

d
s like P

eter w
an

ted
 all th

ree o
f th

em
 to

 stick aro
u

n
d

 
w

ith
 th

e d
iscip

les u
p

 o
n

 th
at m

o
u

n
tain

. It also
 so

u
n

d
s like h

e w
as 

p
u

ttin
g M

o
ses an

d
 E

lijah
 o

n
 th

e sam
e level as Jesu

s. P
o

o
r P

eter, yo
u

 
are so

 co
n

fu
sed

!

G
o

d
 p

u
t a sto

p
 to

 th
at n

o
n

sen
se righ

t aw
ay. “This is M

y b
eloved

 
So

n
,” H

e says. “Listen
 to

 H
im

!” D
o

n’t b
ab

b
le. D

o
n’t w

o
rry ab

o
u

t th
e 

d
istin

gu
ish

ed
 visito

rs. K
eep

 yo
u

r eyes o
n

 Jesu
s! H

e is th
e cen

ter, th
e 

o
n

ly O
n

e w
h

o
 m

atters. 

Jesu
s is en

o
u

gh
. In

 th
e en

d
, it d

o
esn’t m

atter if w
e’re u

p
 o

n
 an

 
em

o
tio

n
al m

o
u

n
tain

to
p

, o
r d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e valleys o

f su
fferin

g—
w

h
eth

er w
e keep

 co
m

p
any w

ith
 th

e great o
r get ign

o
red

 w
ith

 th
e 

p
o

o
r. Jesu

s o
u

r Savio
r is w

ith
 u

s. 

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�WKDW�<RX�DUH�P
LQH�DQG�,�DP

�<RXUV��$
P
HQ� 

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 get n

ervo
u

s aro
u

n
d

 im
p

o
rtan

t p
eo

p
le?

%�
G

iven
 w

h
o

 Jesu
s is, are yo

u
 shy aro

u
n

d
 H

im
? W

hy o
r w

hy n
o

t?

%�
W

h
en

 h
as it h

elp
ed

 yo
u

 to
 fo

cu
s o

n
 Jesu

s in
 yo

u
r life? 

 

 
 

Sunday, M
arch 21, 2021

T
E

LL M
E

 W
H

O

$
QG�VRP

H�EHJDQ�WR�VSLW�RQ�+
LP
�DQG�WR�FRYHU�+

LV�IDFH�DQG�WR�VWULNH�+
LP
��

VD\LQJ�WR�+
LP
��ê3URSKHV\�ë�$

QG�WKH�JXDUGV�UHFHLYHG�+
LP
�Z
LWK�EORZ

V��
�0
DUN�������

It so
u

n
d

s a b
it w

eird
. W

hy w
ere p

eo
p

le sayin
g, “P

ro
p

h
esy!” to

 
Jesu

s w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere h

ittin
g H

im
? If w

e lo
o

k at th
e sam

e sto
ry in

 
0
DWWK

HZ
��Z

H�Ć
Q
G
�WK
H�DQ

VZ
HU��7

K
H\�Z

HUH�S
OD\LQ

J�D�VLFN�JDP
H��7

K
H\�

h
ad

 H
im

 b
lin

d
fo

ld
ed

 so
 H

e co
u

ld
 n

o
t see, an

d
 w

h
en

ever th
ey h

it 
H

im
, th

ey w
o

u
ld

 say, “P
ro

p
h

esy to
 u

s, Yo
u

 C
h

rist! W
h

o
 is it th

at 
stru

ck Yo
u

?” (M
atth

ew
 2

6
:6

8
).

A
 sick gam

e—
b

u
t a very easy q

u
estio

n
 fo

r Jesu
s to

 an
sw

er. W
h

o
 

h
it H

im
? So

m
eo

n
e H

e cam
e to

 save. So
m

eo
n

e H
e loved

 b
efo

re th
e 

b
egin

n
in

g o
f th

e w
o

rld
. So

m
eo

n
e H

e w
o

u
ld

 su
ffer an

d
 d

ie fo
r, in

 ju
st 

a few
 m

o
re h

o
u

rs. So
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 n

eed
ed

 H
im

 d
esp

erately, w
h

eth
er 

th
ey kn

ew
 it o

r n
o

t—
n

eed
ed

 H
is fo

rgiven
ess, H

is love, H
is m

ercy, 
H

is gift o
f everlastin

g life.

A
n

d
 so

 Jesu
s sto

o
d

 th
ere an

d
 to

o
k th

e b
eatin

g—
n

o
t ju

st fo
r th

e sake 
o

f th
o

se w
h

o
 h

it H
im

, b
u

t fo
r u

s as w
ell, w

h
o

se sin
s sen

t H
im

 to
 th

e 
cro

ss. W
h

o
 d

id
 it? M

e. Yo
u

. A
ll o

f u
s. A

n
d

 w
h

o
 loved

 u
s th

en
, an

d
 

loves u
s n

o
w

, an
d

 w
ill love u

s fo
rever, sh

arin
g H

is everlastin
g joy an

d
 

life w
ith

 u
s? Jesu

s.

/RUG��Z
H�KDYH�QR�Z

RUGV�EXW�êWKDQN�<RX�ë�:
H�ORYH�<RX��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
W

h
en

 yo
u

 w
ere a ch

ild
, d

id
 yo

u
r fam

ily ever ask yo
u

 w
h

o
 d

id
 

so
m

eth
in

g? W
h

en
?

%�
,V�LW�G

LIĆ
FX
OW�IR

U�\R
X
�WR
�UHDG

�DE
R
X
W�Z

K
DW�-HVX

V�Z
HQ
W�WK

UR
X
JK
�IR
U�

yo
u

?

%�
D

o
es it h

elp
 at all to

 rem
em

b
er th

at H
e loves yo

u
 

w
h

o
leh

earted
ly an

d
 h

o
ld

s n
o

n
e o

f th
at again

st yo
u

, ever?

 

1
6

3
3



 
 

Friday, M
arch 5, 2021

LO
V

E
D

$
�P
DQ�UDQ�XS�DQG�NQHOW�EHIRUH�+

LP
�DQG�DVNHG�+

LP
��ê*

RRG�7HDFKHU��
Z
KDW�P

XVW�,�GR�WR�LQKHULW�HWHUQDO�OLIH"ë�$
QG�-HVXV�VDLG�ð

�ê�<RX�NQRZ
�WKH�

FRP
P
DQGP

HQWV��ç'
R�QRW�P

XUGHU��'
R�QRW�FRP

P
LW�DGXOWHU\��'

R�QRW�VWHDO��
'
R�QRW�EHDU�IDOVH�Z

LWQHVV��'
R�QRW�GHIUDXG��+

RQRU�\RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�P
RWKHU�èë�

$
QG�KH�VDLG�WR�+

LP
��ê7HDFKHU��DOO�WKHVH�,�KDYH�NHSW�IURP

�P
\�\RXWK�ë�$

QG�
-HVXV��ORRNLQJ�DW�KLP

��ORYHG�KLP
��DQG�VDLG�WR�KLP

��ê<RX�ODFN�RQH�WKLQJ��JR��
sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you w

ill have treasure in 
KHDYHQ��DQG�FRP

H��IROORZ
�0
H�ë�'

LVKHDUWHQHG�E\�WKH�VD\LQJ��KH�Z
HQW�DZ

D\�
VRUURZ

IXO��IRU�KH�KDG�JUHDW�SRVVHVVLRQV���0
DUN������E���D��������

H
e w

as tryin
g. H

e w
as tryin

g so
, so

 h
ard

! “I h
ave kep

t all th
ese 

co
m

m
an

d
m

en
ts fro

m
 m

y ch
ild

h
o

o
d

,” h
e said

 to
 Jesu

s. B
u

t h
e w

an
ted

 
to

 go
 b

eyo
n

d
 th

at—
to

 h
ave so

m
eth

in
g th

at w
o

u
ld

 gu
aran

tee h
im

 
etern

al life. H
e w

as su
re Jesu

s co
u

ld
 tell h

im
 w

h
at it w

as. 

A
n

d
 Jesu

s lo
o

ked
 at th

at earn
est, religio

u
s m

an
 an

d
 loved

 h
im

. So
 

H
e to

ld
 h

im
 th

e tru
th

. T
h

e m
an’s rich

es h
ad

 b
eco

m
e m

o
re im

p
o

rtan
t 

to
 h

im
 th

an
 anyth

in
g—

even
 G

o
d

. Jesu
s o

ffered
 to

 reverse th
at: 

trad
e yo

u
r rich

es fo
r G

o
d

, trad
e yo

u
r w

ealth
 fo

r M
e. I am

 yo
u

r 
etern

al life.

T
h

e m
an

 co
u

ld
n’t face it. H

e w
en

t aw
ay so

rro
w

fu
l. A

n
d

 Jesu
s? H

e 
grieved

, to
o

. H
e loved

 h
im

! A
n

d
 Jesu

s loves u
s to

o
—

even
 w

h
en

 w
e 

get it w
ro

n
g, w

h
en

 w
e let so

m
eth

in
g o

r so
m

eo
n

e b
eco

m
e m

o
re 

im
p

o
rtan

t to
 u

s th
an

 Jesu
s H

im
self. H

e calls u
s, ju

st as H
e called

 th
at 

m
an

: “C
o

m
e, fo

llo
w

 M
e!” W

hy? B
ecau

se yo
u

 are loved
. B

ecau
se yo

u
 

are valu
ed

. B
ecau

se G
o

d
 w

an
ts yo

u
 to

 live fo
rever, so

 m
u

ch
 th

at H
e 

lay d
o

w
n

 H
is o

w
n

 life o
n

 th
e cro

ss to
 m

ake it h
ap

p
en

. 

Jesu
s is yo

u
r tru

e love, yo
u

r tru
e w

ealth
. A

n
d

 yo
u

 are w
h

at H
e w

an
ts.

/RUG�+
RO\�6SLULW��SOHDVH�P

DNH�P
H�VR�WKDW�-HVXV�FRP

HV�ĆUVW�LQ�P
\�OLIH��

$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
:
K
DW�DUH�\R

X
U�WR

S
�Ć
YH�S

ULR
ULWLHV�LQ

�OLIH"

%�
W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 sp

en
d

 th
e m

o
st tim

e an
d

 effo
rt o

n
?

%�
W

h
at o

n
e th

in
g is m

o
st likely to

 in
terfere w

ith
 yo

u
r lovin

g an
d

 
fo

llo
w

in
g Jesu

s?

 

 
 

Saturday, M
arch 20, 2021

C
O

N
F

E
SSIO

N
 O

F
 LO

V
E

A
nd they led Jesus to the high priest. A

nd all the chief priests and the 
HOGHUV�DQG�WKH�VFULEHV�FDP

H�WRJHWKHU�ð
�VHHNLQJ�WHVWLP

RQ\�DJDLQVW�-HVXV�
WR�SXW�+

LP
�WR�GHDWK��EXW�WKH\�IRXQG�QRQH��ð

�$
JDLQ�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW�DVNHG�

+
LP
��ê$

UH�<RX�WKH�&
KULVW��WKH�6RQ�RI�WKH�%

OHVVHG"ë�$
QG�-HVXV�VDLG��ê,�DP

��
and you w

ill see the Son of M
an seated at the right hand of Pow

er, and 
FRP

LQJ�Z
LWK�WKH�FORXGV�RI�KHDYHQ�ë�ð

�$
QG�WKH\�DOO�FRQGHP

QHG�+
LP
�DV�

GHVHUYLQJ�GHDWK���0
DUN����������E����E�������E�

Jesu
s d

id
n’t say m

u
ch

 w
h

en
 H

e w
as o

n
 trial b

efo
re th

e p
riests 

an
d

 eld
ers. T

h
e co

u
rt w

as su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 get th
eir testim

o
ny fro

m
 

eyew
itn

esses. B
u

t in
 Jesu

s’ case, th
at d

id
n’t w

o
rk. If Jesu

s H
im

self 
d

id
 n

o
t sp

eak, th
ey w

eren’t go
in

g to
 get a co

nvictio
n

.

B
u

t Jesu
s d

id
 sp

eak. H
e an

sw
ered

 th
e h

igh
 p

riest’s q
u

estio
n

: “A
re 

Yo
u

 th
e C

h
rist, th

e So
n

 o
f th

e B
lessed

?” H
e w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t d

eny H
is 

F
ath

er, even
 by stayin

g silen
t. T

h
ere w

as o
n

ly o
n

e an
sw

er H
e co

u
ld

 
give, lovin

g G
o

d
 th

e F
ath

er as H
e d

id
—

an
d

 th
at an

sw
er w

as Yes.

B
u

t H
e d

id
 even

 m
o

re th
an

 th
at. H

e co
n

fessed
: “Yo

u
 w

ill see th
e So

n
 

o
f M

an
 seated

 at th
e righ

t h
an

d
 o

f P
o

w
er.” T

h
e title “So

n
 o

f M
an” 

h
as a lo

t o
f m

ean
in

g p
acked

 in
to

 it, b
u

t th
e m

o
st b

asic m
ean

in
g is 

clear: Jesu
s is h

u
m

an
, o

n
e w

ith
 th

e p
eo

p
le H

e cam
e to

 save. H
e w

ill 
n

o
t d

eny u
s eith

er. H
e co

n
fessed

 H
is love fo

r th
e F

ath
er an

d
 fo

r u
s 

in
 th

e sam
e sen

ten
ce. A

n
d

 th
en

 H
e en

acted
 th

at love at th
e cro

ss—
o

b
eyin

g th
e F

ath
er, an

d
 rescu

in
g u

s fro
m

 th
e p

o
w

er o
f evil.

7KDQN�<RX��-HVXV��IRU�ORYLQJ�P
H�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�P

HDQW�<RXU�GHDWK��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
If so

m
eo

n
e w

an
ted

 to
 m

ake yo
u

 talk, w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 th
ey h

ave to
 

d
o

?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 co
n

fess o
r sh

o
w

 yo
u

r love fo
r p

eo
p

le in
 yo

u
r life?

%�
H

o
w

 h
as Jesu

s go
n

e o
n

 sh
o

w
in

g yo
u

 love, even
 after H

is d
eath

 
an

d
 resu

rrectio
n

?

 

3
2

1
7



 
 

Saturday, M
arch 6, 2021

IN
 Y

O
U

R
 G

LO
R

Y

$
QG�-DP

HV�DQG�-RKQ��WKH�VRQV�RI�=HEHGHH��FDP
H�XS�WR�+

LP
�DQG�VDLG�WR�

+
LP
��ê7HDFKHU��Z

H�Z
DQW�<RX�WR�GR�IRU�XV�Z

KDWHYHU�Z
H�DVN�RI�<RX�ë�$

QG�
+
H�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê:
KDW�GR�\RX�Z

DQW�0
H�WR�GR�IRU�\RX"ë�$

QG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�
+
LP
��ê*

UDQW�XV�WR�VLW��RQH�DW�<RXU�ULJKW�KDQG�DQG�RQH�DW�<RXU�OHIW��LQ�<RXU�
JORU\�ë�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê<RX�GR�QRW�NQRZ
�Z
KDW�\RX�DUH�DVNLQJ��$

UH�\RX�
DEOH�WR�GULQN�WKH�FXS�WKDW�,�GULQN��RU�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�Z

LWK�WKH�%
DSWLVP

�Z
LWK�

Z
KLFK�,�DP

�EDSWL]HG"ë�$
QG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�+

LP
��ê:

H�DUH�DEOH�ë�$
QG�-HVXV�

VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê7KH�FXS�WKDW�,�GULQN�\RX�Z

LOO�GULQN��DQG�Z
LWK�WKH�%

DSWLVP
�

Z
LWK�Z

KLFK�,�DP
�EDSWL]HG��\RX�Z

LOO�EH�EDSWL]HG��EXW�WR�VLW�DW�0
\�ULJKW�

KDQG�RU�DW�0
\�OHIW�LV�QRW�0

LQH�WR�JUDQW��EXW�LW�LV�IRU�WKRVH�IRU�Z
KRP

�LW�KDV�
EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�ë��0

DUN����������

I w
o

n
d

er w
h

at Jam
es an

d
 Jo

h
n

 w
ere im

agin
in

g. A
 th

ro
n

e set u
p

, 
m

ayb
e w

ith
 lesser seats to

 eith
er sid

e? Su
rely th

ey w
ere lo

o
kin

g fo
r 

p
o

w
er an

d
 h

o
n

o
r—

all th
e th

in
gs th

at “glo
ry” u

su
ally m

ean
s.

B
u

t Jesu
s gave th

em
 a d

istu
rb

in
g an

sw
er. H

e said
, in

 effect, “A
re yo

u
 

read
y to

 su
ffer an

d
 d

ie w
ith

 M
e?” M

ayb
e th

ey th
o

u
gh

t it w
as a kin

d
 

o
f test. So

 th
ey ch

o
ru

sed
, “Su

re w
e can

!” 

B
u

t I d
o

n’t th
in

k it w
as a test. I th

in
k it w

as a d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f w

h
at 

Jesu
s’ glo

ry is really like. H
e is th

e K
in

g o
f th

e u
n

iverse—
w

h
o

 
reign

s fro
m

 a cro
ss. T

h
o

se at H
is left an

d
 righ

t h
an

d
 are th

ieves an
d

 
ro

b
b

ers, n
ailed

 u
p

 to
 d

ie. D
o

 yo
u

 still w
an

t th
o

se p
laces, gu

ys?

Fo
r th

is is Jesu
s’ glo

ry—
to

 o
b

ey th
e F

ath
er an

d
 save all h

u
m

an
kin

d
; 

to
 love u

s to
 th

e p
o

in
t o

f d
eath

 an
d

 b
eyo

n
d

; to
 take o

u
r p

lace in
 th

e 
grave an

d
 raise u

s to
 sh

are H
is everlastin

g life. 

-HVXV��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�ORYLQJ�XV�VR�P
XFK��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
D

id
 yo

u
 ever ask fo

r so
m

eth
in

g an
d

 th
en

 yo
u

 w
ere so

rry w
h

en
 

yo
u

 go
t it?

%�
W

h
at kin

d
 o

f “glo
ry” are yo

u
 ch

asin
g in

 yo
u

r life?

%�
W

h
ich

 d
o

 yo
u

 p
refer to

 lo
o

k at—
p

ictu
res o

f Jesu
s o

n
 a cro

ss o
r 

o
n

 a th
ro

n
e? W

hy?

 

1
8

 
 

Friday, M
arch 19, 2021

A
N

 O
R

D
IN

A
R

Y
 G

U
Y

$
QG�D�\RXQJ�P

DQ�IROORZ
HG�+

LP
��Z
LWK�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�OLQHQ�FORWK�DERXW�

KLV�ERG\��$
QG�WKH\�VHL]HG�KLP

��EXW�KH�OHIW�WKH�OLQHQ�FORWK�DQG�UDQ�DZ
D\�

QDNHG���0
DUN����������

W
h

o
 w

as th
e yo

u
n

g m
an

? So
m

e p
eo

p
le th

in
k it is M

ark h
im

self, as 
h

e is th
e o

n
ly o

n
e w

h
o

 even
 m

en
tio

n
s th

e sto
ry in

 h
is G

o
sp

el. It w
as 

FOHDUO\�Q
R
W�R
Q
H�R

I�WK
H�WZ

HOYH�DS
R
VWOHVæ

WK
H\�K

DG
�DOUHDG

\�ć
HG
��%
X
W�LW�

w
as so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

 loved
 an

d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 Jesu

s—
as lo

n
g as h

e co
u

ld
.

So
, an

 o
rd

in
ary C

h
ristian

. A
n

d
 n

o
t a very w

ell-p
rep

ared
 o

n
e, eith

er. 
H

e is w
earin

g a lin
en

 sh
eet, n

o
t regu

lar clo
th

es. M
ayb

e h
e w

as in
 

b
ed

 w
h

en
 h

e h
eard

 Jesu
s an

d
 th

e d
iscip

les go
in

g o
u

t to
 G

eth
sem

an
e 

an
d

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 fo
llo

w
? G

rab
b

in
g a sh

eet m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 h

is versio
n

 
o

f grab
b

in
g a b

ath
ro

b
e. C

learly h
e w

asn’t exp
ectin

g anyo
n

e to
 

n
o

tice h
im

 th
at n

igh
t—

an
d

 so
 h

e w
asn’t p

rep
ared

 fo
r th

e m
o

b
 to

 
grab

 h
im

. H
e skin

s o
u

t o
f h

is sh
eet an

d
 ru

n
s fo

r it—
th

e last o
f Jesu

s’ 
fo

llo
w

ers to
 d

esert H
im

.

W
h

at an
 em

b
arrassin

g sto
ry! A

n
d

 yet, it’s a stran
gely co

m
fo

rtin
g 

o
n

e as w
ell. T

h
is o

rd
in

ary fo
llo

w
er loved

 Jesu
s w

ell en
o

u
gh

 to
 try 

WR
�IR
OOR
Z
��HYHQ

�LI�LW�G
LG
�WX
UQ
�LQ
WR
�D�WR

WDO�Ć
DVFR

��$
Q
G
�-HVX

Vè�P
HUF\�

stretch
ed

 to
 th

is m
in

o
r yo

u
n

g m
an

 as w
ell. R

em
em

b
er w

h
at H

e said
 

to
 th

e so
ld

iers? “So
, if yo

u
 seek M

e, let th
ese m

en
 go

,” H
e said

, an
d

 in
 

fact all o
f th

e d
iscip

les go
t aw

ay (Jo
h

n
 1

8
:8

b). N
o

t ju
st th

e im
p

o
rtan

t 
o

n
es—

also
 th

e o
rd

in
ary o

n
e, th

e u
n

exp
ected

 o
n

e—
th

e o
n

e like u
s.

H
o

w
 em

b
arrassin

g, to
 ru

n
 aw

ay n
aked

! A
n

d
 yet, in

 th
e en

d
, it 

d
o

esn’t m
atter. Jesu

s trad
es p

laces w
ith

 u
s—

H
e covers o

u
r sh

am
e 

an
d

 n
aked

n
ess w

ith
 H

is o
w

n
 fo

rgiven
ess an

d
 m

ercy. H
e takes o

u
r 

n
aked

n
ess an

d
 sh

am
e u

p
o

n
 H

im
self. A

n
d

 H
e b

rin
gs it all to

 th
e cro

ss, 
to

 get rid
 o

f sh
am

e fo
rever—

an
d

 to
 clo

th
e u

s, even
 u

s, in
 H

is o
w

n
 

everlastin
g life. 

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�ORYLQJ�P
H��RUGLQDU\�DV�,�DP

��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss   

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 d
ress if yo

u
 h

ave to
 get u

p
 at n

igh
t?

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 yo
u

 w
ere em

b
arrassed

.

%�
H

o
w

 h
as Jesu

s h
elp

ed
 yo

u
 d

eal w
ith

 sh
am

e in
 yo

u
r o

w
n

 life? 
O

n
ly sh

are if yo
u

 are w
illin

g.

 
3

1



1
9

3
0

 
 

Sunday, M
arch 7, 2021

T
H

IN
K

IN
G

$
QG�+

H�HQWHUHG�-HUXVDOHP
�DQG�Z

HQW�LQWR�WKH�WHP
SOH��$

QG�Z
KHQ�+

H�
had looked around at everything, as it w

as already late, H
e w

ent out to 
B

ethany w
ith the tw

elve. (M
ark 11:11)

I love th
is verse. It tells u

s w
h

at Jesu
s d

id
 im

m
ed

iately after H
e 

ro
d

e th
at d

o
n

key in
to

 Jeru
salem

 o
n

 P
alm

 Su
n

d
ay. It w

as late. Jesu
s 

h
ad

 p
lan

s fo
r th

e tem
p

le—
p

lan
s to

 clear o
u

t th
e m

erch
an

ts w
ith

 a 
w

h
ip

!—
b

u
t to

n
igh

t, n
o

. H
e w

o
u

ld
 take tim

e.

T
h

at’s p
retty typ

ical o
f G

o
d

’s ch
aracter, isn’t it? H

e sees so
m

eth
in

g 
th

at n
eed

s ch
an

gin
g—

m
ayb

e w
icked

n
ess, vio

len
ce, th

e id
o

latry 
th

e Israelites w
ere fo

rever fallin
g in

to
; m

ayb
e a m

ajo
r area o

f sin
 

in
 m

y life o
r yo

u
rs. B

u
t H

e d
o

esn’t lo
se H

is co
o

l an
d

 start th
ro

w
in

g 
ligh

tn
in

g b
o

lts. H
e takes tim

e. H
e th

in
ks. A

n
d

 H
e even

 allo
w

s tim
e 

fo
r rep

en
tan

ce—
o

n
e last ch

an
ce to

 get it righ
t, b

efo
re H

e m
akes it 

righ
t by H

is o
w

n
 p

o
w

er.

I am
 glad

 th
at G

o
d

 d
o

esn’t lo
se co

n
tro

l—
th

at w
h

en
 H

e d
o

es 
ju

d
ge, H

e d
o

es it w
ith

 love, p
lan

n
in

g th
e b

est p
o

ssib
le o

u
tco

m
e 

fo
r everyb

o
d

y invo
lved

. A
s th

e w
riter o

f H
eb

rew
s p

u
ts it, “Fo

r th
e 

m
o

m
en

t all d
iscip

lin
e seem

s p
ain

fu
l rath

er th
an

 p
leasan

t, b
u

t later 
it yield

s th
e p

eacefu
l fru

it o
f righ

teo
u

sn
ess to

 th
o

se w
h

o
 h

ave b
een

 
train

ed
 by it” (H

eb
rew

s 1
2

:1
1

). A
n

d
 G

o
d

 p
lan

s fo
r th

e w
o

rst o
f it to

 
fall o

n
 H

im
self rath

er th
an

 o
n

 u
s—

at Jesu
s’ o

w
n

 w
h

ip
p

in
g, an

d
 w

h
en

 
H

e su
ffered

 at th
e cro

ss. H
is love an

d
 p

atien
ce is o

u
r b

lessin
g.

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�<RXU�FDUH�IRU�P
H��HYHQ�Z

KHQ�,�QHHG�FRUUHFWLRQ��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
'
R
�\R

X
�NQ

R
Z
�DQ\E

R
G
\�Z

K
R
�ć
LHV�R

II�WK
H�K

DQ
G
OH"�+

R
Z
�G
R
HV�WK

DW�
m

ake yo
u

 feel?

%�
If yo

u
 m

u
st d

iscip
lin

e a ch
ild

 o
r su

b
o

rd
in

ate p
erso

n
, h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 

d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k ab
o

u
t it?

%�
,V�WK

HUH�D�WLP
H�Z

K
HQ
�*
R
G
�G
LVFLS

OLQ
HG
�\R

X
�DQ

G
�\R

X
�E
HQ
HĆ
WHG

�IUR
P
�

it later?

 

 
 

Thursday, M
arch 18, 2021

A
 K

ISS

$
QG�LP

P
HGLDWHO\��Z

KLOH�+
H�Z

DV�VWLOO�VSHDNLQJ��-XGDV�FDP
H��RQH�RI�WKH�

WZ
HOYH��DQG�Z

LWK�KLP
�D�FURZ

G�Z
LWK�VZ

RUGV�DQG�FOXEV��IURP
�WKH�FKLHI�

SULHVWV�DQG�WKH�VFULEHV�DQG�WKH�HOGHUV��1
RZ

�WKH�EHWUD\HU�KDG�JLYHQ�WKHP
�D�

VLJQ��VD\LQJ��ê7KH�RQH�,�Z
LOO�NLVV�LV�WKH�P

DQ��6HL]H�+
LP
�DQG�OHDG�+

LP
�DZ

D\�
XQGHU�JXDUG�ë�$

QG�Z
KHQ�KH�FDP

H��KH�Z
HQW�XS�WR�+

LP
�DW�RQFH�DQG�VDLG��

ê5
DEEL�ë�$

QG�KH�NLVVHG�+
LP
���0

DUN����������

I m
u

st say, I’m
 n

o
t im

p
ressed

 w
ith

 Ju
d

as’s ch
o

ice o
f a sign

al. H
e to

o
k 

a sign
 o

f love—
a kiss—

an
d

 tu
rn

ed
 it in

to
 a sign

 o
f b

etrayal. 

A
n

d
 yet, if I’m

 h
o

n
est, m

y o
w

n
 kisses h

o
ld

 th
e seed

s o
f b

etrayal. 
E

very tim
e I say “I love Yo

u
” to

 th
e Lo

rd
, th

ere’s still a tiny, traito
ro

u
s 

b
it o

f m
e th

at is eith
er d

o
in

g evil, ab
o

u
t to

 d
o

 evil, o
r recoverin

g 
fro

m
 it. O

h
, b

u
t P

\ evil isn’t like th
at o

f Ju
d

as. It’s o
n

ly go
ssip

—
o

n
ly sh

ad
in

g th
e tru

th
—

o
n

ly, o
n

ly, o
n

ly. O
n

ly a little th
in

g. O
n

ly 
so

m
eth

in
g th

at led
 Jesu

s to
 th

e cro
ss.

A
n

d
 realizin

g th
at can

 lead
 to

 an
gu

ish
. H

o
w

 can
 I ever love G

o
d

 
p

ro
p

erly if sin
 gets in

 th
e w

ay? W
h

at h
o

p
e is th

ere fo
r m

e?

A
n

d
 yet …

 a kiss can
 start fro

m
 eith

er sid
e, righ

t? If I kiss th
e Lo

rd
, 

m
y b

etrayal is alw
ays w

ith
 m

e. B
u

t if H
e kisses m

e …
 w

ell, th
en

. 
T

h
ere is n

o
 evil in

 H
is love, n

o
 b

etrayal—
o

n
ly fo

rgiven
ess, m

ercy, 
salvatio

n
. T

h
at is w

h
at th

e cro
ss w

as ab
o

u
t. T

h
at is w

h
at th

e em
p

ty 
to

m
b

 w
as fo

r.

T
h

e B
ib

le is righ
t: “Let H

im
 kiss m

e w
ith

 th
e kisses o

f H
is m

o
u

th
! Fo

r 
Yo

u
r love is b

etter th
an

 w
in

e” (So
n

g o
f So

lo
m

o
n

 1
:2

). 

7KDQN�<RX��/RUG��IRU�WDNLQJ�WKH�LQLWLDWLYH�DQG�EULQJLQJ�XV�LQWR�<RXU�ORYH��
$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a kiss yo
u

 rem
em

b
er.

%�
:
K
HQ
�\R

X
�IHHO�OLNH�\R

X
èYH�OHW�*

R
G
�G
R
Z
Q
��K
R
Z
�G
R
�\R

X
�Ć
Q
G
�+
LV�

co
m

fo
rt again

?

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 stay fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 G

o
d

’s love fo
r yo

u
?

 



2
0

2
9

 
 

M
onday, M

arch 8, 2021

A
 W

A
R

N
IN

G

2
Q�WKH�IROORZ

LQJ�GD\��Z
KHQ�WKH\�FDP

H�IURP
�%
HWKDQ\��+

H�Z
DV�KXQJU\��

$
QG�VHHLQJ�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH�D�ĆJ�WUHH�LQ�OHDI��+

H�Z
HQW�WR�VHH�LI�+

H�FRXOG�
ĆQG�DQ\WKLQJ�RQ�LW��:

KHQ�+
H�FDP

H�WR�LW��+
H�IRXQG�QRWKLQJ�EXW�OHDYHV��

IRU�LW�Z
DV�QRW�WKH�VHDVRQ�IRU�ĆJV��$

QG�+
H�VDLG�WR�LW��ê0

D\�QR�RQH�HYHU�HDW�
IUXLW�IURP

�\RX�DJDLQ�ë�$
QG�+

LV�GLVFLSOHV�KHDUG�LW��ð
�$
V�WKH\�SDVVHG�E\�LQ�

WKH�P
RUQLQJ��WKH\�VDZ

�WKH�ĆJ�WUHH�Z
LWKHUHG�DZ

D\�WR�LWV�URRWV��$
QG�3HWHU�

UHP
HP

EHUHG�DQG�VDLG�WR�+
LP
��ê5

DEEL��ORRN��7KH�ĆJ�WUHH�WKDW�<RX�FXUVHG�
KDV�Z

LWKHUHG�ë��0
DUN�����������������

T
h

is is a stran
ge m

iracle o
f Jesu

s. It’s th
e o

n
ly o

n
e I can

 th
in

k o
f th

at 
is d

estru
ctive—

th
at kills in

stead
 o

f givin
g life. B

u
t it m

akes sen
se 

fo
u

r d
ays b

efo
re Jesu

s’ d
eath

, as Jesu
s is actin

g o
u

t a p
arab

le—
o

n
e 

last w
arn

in
g to

 th
e p

eo
p

le o
f G

o
d

.

7R
�X
Q
G
HUVWDQ

G
�LW��\R

X
�K
DYH�WR

�NQ
R
Z
�K
R
Z
�FR

P
P
R
Q
�Ć
JV�LQ

�,VUDHO�JUR
Z
��

T
h

ey p
ro

d
u

ce tw
o

 cro
p

s a year, th
e m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t o

n
e in

 A
u

gu
st 

o
r Sep

tem
b

er. B
u

t th
e earlier, sm

aller “b
reb

a” cro
p

 is visib
le at 

3
DVVRYHU�WLP

H��,W�G
R
HVQèW�S

UR
G
X
FH�YHU\�JR

R
G
�Ć
JVæ

D�OR
W�R
I�JUR

Z
HUV�

d
o

n’t even
 b

o
th

er to
 p

ick th
em

—
b

u
t still, th

ey are a gu
aran

tee o
f th

e 
JR
R
G
�R
Q
HV�WR

�FR
P
H��$

�WUHH�Z
LWK

�Q
R
�E
UHE

D�Ć
JV�LV�D�WUHH�WK

DW�Z
LOO�E

H�
b

arren
 later o

n
, w

h
en

 it really m
atters.

Jesu
s is w

arn
in

g G
o

d
’s p

eo
p

le. W
h

en
 G

o
d

 co
m

es lo
o

kin
g, w

ill th
ere 

b
e any fru

it—
at least th

e lo
w

-q
u

ality b
reb

a fru
it th

at is a p
ro

m
ise 

IR
U�WK

H�IX
WX
UH"�)R

U�Z
H�DUH�*

R
G
èV�Ć

J�WUHHV��DQ
G
�R
X
U�IUX

LWæ
VLQ

�ULG
G
OHG

�
an

d
 lo

w
-q

u
ality th

o
u

gh
 it m

ay b
e—

is th
e evid

en
ce th

at w
e b

elo
n

g to
 

Jesu
s. H

e lives in
 u

s. T
h

e H
o

ly Sp
irit h

as m
ad

e u
s livin

g trees as w
e 

tru
st in

 th
e Lo

rd
 w

h
o

 d
ied

 fo
r u

s an
d

 ro
se to

 m
ake u

s H
is o

w
n

.

/RUG��P
DNH�P

H�IUXLWIXO�WKURXJK�<RXU�OLIH�OLYLQJ�LQ�P
H��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
'
R
�\R

X
�OLNH�Ć

JV"�:
K\�R

U�Z
K\�Q

R
W"

%�
H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 feel ab
o

u
t th

e C
h

ristian
 fru

it in
 yo

u
r life?

%�
D

o
es it co

m
fo

rt yo
u

 to
 kn

o
w

 G
o

d
 isn’t grad

in
g th

e q
u

ality o
f 

yo
u

r fru
it—

th
at H

e’s ju
st h

ap
py it exists?

 

 
 

W
ednesday, M

arch 17, 2021 

U
N

D
E

R
STA

N
D

IN
G

$
QG�WKH\�Z

HQW�WR�D�SODFH�FDOOHG�*
HWKVHP

DQH��$
QG�+

H�VDLG�WR�+
LV�

GLVFLSOHV��ê6LW�KHUH�Z
KLOH�,�SUD\�ë�$

QG�+
H�WRRN�Z

LWK�+
LP
�3HWHU�DQG�-DP

HV�
and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. A

nd H
e said 

WR�WKHP
��ê0

\�VRXO�LV�YHU\�VRUURZ
IXO��HYHQ�WR�GHDWK��5

HP
DLQ�KHUH�DQG�

Z
DWFK�ë�$

QG�JRLQJ�D�OLWWOH�IDUWKHU��+
H�IHOO�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�SUD\HG�WKDW��

LI�LW�Z
HUH�SRVVLEOH��WKH�KRXU�P

LJKW�SDVV�IURP
�+
LP
��$
QG�+

H�VDLG��ê$
EED��

)DWKHU��DOO�WKLQJV�DUH�SRVVLEOH�IRU�<RX��5
HP

RYH�WKLV�FXS�IURP
�0
H��<HW�QRW�

Z
KDW�,�Z

LOO��EXW�Z
KDW�<RX�Z

LOO�ë��0
DUN����������

W
e h

ave a w
o

m
an

 in
 o

u
r ch

u
rch

 w
h

o
 alw

ays says sh
e is n

o
t afraid

 
to

 d
ie. If sh

e is tellin
g th

e tru
th

, sh
e is a rare p

erso
n

. T
h

e rest o
f u

s 
ad

m
it o

u
r fear. D

eath
 scares u

s. W
e w

o
rry th

at it w
ill h

u
rt. W

e th
in

k 
o

f it as an
 en

em
y, as th

e B
ib

le says: “T
h

e last en
em

y to
 b

e d
estroyed

 
is d

eath” (1
 C

o
rin

th
ian

s 1
5

:2
6

).

H
o

w
 it co

m
fo

rts m
e, th

en
, to

 see Jesu
s facin

g d
eath

 w
ith

 th
e sam

e 
h

o
rro

r an
d

 sad
n

ess an
d

 d
istress. N

o
t th

at I w
an

t th
at fo

r H
im

! B
u

t 
it m

akes m
e feel b

etter ab
o

u
t m

y o
w

n
 w

eakn
ess. If th

e So
n

 o
f G

o
d

, 
w

h
o

 gave H
im

self fo
r m

e h
ad

 th
o

se feelin
gs, th

en
 I d

o
n’t n

eed
 to

 
b

e ash
am

ed
 m

yself. I can
 lean

 m
y w

h
o

le w
eigh

t o
f fear u

p
o

n
 H

im
, 

kn
o

w
in

g th
at H

e u
n

d
erstan

d
s—

th
at H

e w
ill h

elp
—

th
at H

e w
ill 

stren
gth

en
 m

e, n
o

 m
atter w

h
at co

m
es. A

s Isaiah
 said

, H
e is tru

ly “a 
m

an
 o

f so
rro

w
s an

d
 acq

u
ain

ted
 w

ith
 grief” (Isaiah

 5
3

:3
b). A

n
d

 H
e is 

th
e O

n
e w

h
o

 w
ill u

ltim
ately lead

 u
s u

p
 o

u
t o

f d
eath

, b
ack to

 th
e lan

d
 

o
f th

e livin
g, w

h
en

 H
e raises u

s fro
m

 th
e d

ead
.

:
KHQ�,�IHDU�GHDWK��/RUG��EH�FORVH�WR�P

H�DQG�FRP
IRUW�P

H��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss   

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 fear d

eath
? W

hy o
r w

hy n
o

t?

%�
W

h
at w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 m

iss th
e m

o
st if th

e sto
ry o

f G
eth

sem
an

e w
as 

n
o

t in
 th

e B
ib

le?

%�
A

re yo
u

 facin
g d

eath
 righ

t n
o

w
, eith

er yo
u

rself o
r w

ith
 so

m
eo

n
e 

yo
u

 love? A
sk th

e Lo
rd

 fo
r stren

gth
 an

d
 h

elp
.

 



2
8

2
1

 
 

Tuesday, M
arch 9, 2021

C
O

O
P

E
R

A
T

IO
N

 W
IT

H
 E

V
IL

$
QG�+

H�HQWHUHG�WKH�WHP
SOH�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�GULYH�RXW�WKRVH�Z

KR�VROG�DQG�
WKRVH�Z

KR�ERXJKW�LQ�WKH�WHP
SOH��DQG�+

H�RYHUWXUQHG�WKH�WDEOHV�RI�WKH�
P
RQH\�FKDQJHUV�DQG�WKH�VHDWV�RI�WKRVH�Z

KR�VROG�SLJHRQV��$
QG�+

H�Z
RXOG�

QRW�DOORZ
�DQ\RQH�WR�FDUU\�DQ\WKLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�WHP

SOH��$
QG�+

H�Z
DV�

WHDFKLQJ�WKHP
�DQG�VD\LQJ�WR�WKHP

��ê,V�LW�QRW�Z
ULWWHQ��ç0

\�KRXVH�VKDOO�EH�
FDOOHG�D�KRXVH�RI�SUD\HU�IRU�DOO�WKH�QDWLRQVè"�%

XW�\RX�KDYH�P
DGH�LW�D�GHQ�

RI�UREEHUV�ë��0
DUN������E����

W
h

en
 I n

o
ticed

 Jesu
s w

as d
rivin

g o
u

t th
e b

u
yers in

 th
e tem

p
le, 

I w
o

n
d

ered
 if th

at w
as fair. A

fter all, th
ey n

ever set u
p

 an
 an

im
al 

m
arket in

 th
e tem

p
le gro

u
n

d
s. T

h
ey sim

p
ly to

o
k ad

van
tage o

f it. 
W

hy p
en

alize th
em

?

B
u

t o
f co

u
rse, if n

o
 o

n
e w

as w
illin

g to
 b

u
y th

o
se an

im
als, th

e m
arket 

w
o

u
ld

 h
ave h

ad
 to

 sh
u

t d
o

w
n

. T
h

e evil co
u

ld
 o

n
ly co

n
tin

u
e if b

u
yers 

w
ere en

ab
lin

g it.

It m
akes m

e w
an

t to
 take a clo

ser lo
o

k at th
e situ

atio
n

s I en
ab

le—
at 

th
e evils th

at co
n

tin
u

e b
ecau

se so
m

eh
o

w
 I an

d
 o

th
er p

eo
p

le are 
feed

in
g m

o
n

ey, o
r tim

e, o
r atten

tio
n

 in
to

 th
em

. Jesu
s w

ill n
o

t excu
se 

m
e as easily as I excu

se m
yself: “I kn

o
w

 th
is is b

ad
, b

u
t if I d

id
n’t b

u
y 

th
is, o

r w
atch

 th
is, o

r read
 th

is, o
r en

joy th
is, so

m
eb

o
d

y else w
o

u
ld

, 
so

 w
hy n

o
t?”

Jesu
s w

ill n
o

t excu
se m

e—
b

u
t H

e w
ill fo

rgive m
e. H

e w
ill sen

d
 H

is 
H

o
ly Sp

irit in
to

 m
y h

eart to
 ch

ase o
u

t greed
 an

d
 lazin

ess—
to

 teach
 

m
e b

etter w
h

en
 I am

 co
n

fu
sed

—
to

 tu
rn

 m
y h

eart to
 b

e m
o

re like H
is. 

H
e w

ill d
o

 th
is b

ecau
se H

e h
as p

aid
 a h

igh
 p

rice fo
r m

e an
d

 fo
r yo

u
, 

th
e h

igh
est—

H
is o

w
n

 su
fferin

g an
d

 d
eath

 o
n

 th
e cro

ss. H
e loves u

s 
to

o
 d

early to
 allo

w
 u

s to
 rem

ain
 invo

lved
 in

 evil. H
e w

ill clean
se u

s—
an

d
 give u

s everlastin
g life.

/RUG��VHDUFK�P
\�KHDUW�DQG�P

DNH�LW�FOHDQ�IRU�<RX��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k th

e b
u

yers u
n

d
ersto

o
d

 w
hy Jesu

s ch
ased

 th
em

 
o

u
t? W

hy o
r w

hy n
o

t?

%�
W

h
at m

o
d

ern
 evils d

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 o
f th

at so
-called

 in
n

o
cen

t 
p

eo
p

le en
ab

le th
ro

u
gh

 m
o

n
ey o

r atten
tio

n
?

%�
Is th

ere an
 area o

f yo
u

r life yo
u

’d
 like Jesu

s to
 clean

 u
p

 fo
r yo

u
?

 
 

Tuesday, M
arch 16, 2021

R
E

M
E

M
B

E
R

IN
G

 H
O

P
E

$
QG�Z

KHQ�WKH\�KDG�VXQJ�D�K\P
Q��WKH\�Z

HQW�RXW�WR�WKH�0
RXQW�RI�2

OLYHV��
$
QG�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê<RX�Z
LOO�DOO�IDOO�DZ

D\��IRU�LW�LV�Z
ULWWHQ��ç,�Z

LOO�VWULNH�
WKH�6KHSKHUG��DQG�WKH�VKHHS�Z

LOO�EH�VFDWWHUHG�è�%
XW�DIWHU�,�DP

�UDLVHG�XS��,�
Z
LOO�JR�EHIRUH�\RX�WR�*

DOLOHH�ë�3HWHU�VDLG�WR�+
LP
��ê(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�DOO�IDOO�

DZ
D\��,�Z

LOO�QRW�ë�$
QG�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP

��ê7UXO\��,�WHOO�\RX��WKLV�YHU\�QLJKW��
EHIRUH�WKH�URRVWHU�FURZ

V�WZ
LFH��\RX�Z

LOO�GHQ\�0
H�WKUHH�WLP

HV�ë�%
XW�KH�VDLG�

HP
SKDWLFDOO\��ê,I�,�P

XVW�GLH�Z
LWK�<RX��,�Z

LOO�QRW�GHQ\�<RX�ë�$
QG�WKH\�DOO�

VDLG�WKH�VDP
H���0

DUN����������

It’s a stran
ge little sen

ten
ce Jesu

s says, b
u

ried
 in

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f a 

sto
ry ab

o
u

t d
eath

 an
d

 d
en

ial. F
acin

g b
etrayal, arrest, to

rtu
re, an

d
 

th
e cro

ss, Jesu
s th

ro
w

s in
 o

n
e ray o

f h
o

p
e: “B

u
t after I am

 raised
 u

p
, 

I w
ill go

 b
efo

re yo
u

 to
 G

alilee.” A
lread

y, H
e is m

akin
g p

lan
s fo

r H
is 

resu
rrectio

n
.

N
o

b
o

d
y seem

s to
 n

o
tice. N

o
b

o
d

y asks H
im

 w
h

at H
e m

ean
s. In

stead
, 

3
HWHU�Ć

[DWHV�R
Q
�WK
H�E

DG
�Q
HZ

V��WK
DW�HYHU\R

Q
H�LV�JR

LQ
J�WR

�IDOO�DZ
D\�

fro
m

 Jesu
s. T

h
e ray o

f h
o

p
e is fo

rgo
tten

—
fo

r n
o

w
.

A
n

d
 th

is is so
 h

u
m

an
, isn’t it? T

h
e grief an

d
 su

fferin
g in

 o
u

r lives is 
easy to

 see; th
e b

lessin
gs are h

ard
 to

 rem
em

b
er. M

ayb
e th

at’s w
hy 

Jesu
s h

ad
 th

e an
gels rep

eat it o
n

 th
e d

ay H
e ro

se fro
m

 th
e d

ead
: 

“B
u

t go
, tell H

is d
iscip

les an
d

 P
eter th

at H
e is go

in
g b

efo
re yo

u
 to

 
G

alilee. T
h

ere yo
u

 w
ill see H

im
, ju

st as H
e to

ld
 yo

u
” (M

ark 1
6

:7
).

T
h

is is th
e kin

d
n

ess o
f Jesu

s, th
at even

 w
h

en
 w

e w
alk th

ro
u

gh
 th

e 
valley o

f th
e sh

ad
o

w
 o

f d
eath

, H
e is w

ith
 u

s. H
e w

ill rem
in

d
 u

s o
f 

H
is salvatio

n
 every tim

e w
e fo

rget it—
u

n
til th

e d
ay w

e n
eed

 n
o

 
UHP

LQ
G
LQ
J��E

HFDX
VH�*

R
G
èV�NLQ

JG
R
P
�K
DV�Ć

Q
DOO\�FR

P
H�LQ

�DOO�LWV�IX
OOQ
HVV��

/RUG��Z
KHQHYHU�,�IRUJHW��KHOS�P

H�WR�ĆQG�KRSH�DJDLQ�LQ�<RX��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss   

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 ten

d
 to

 d
w

ell o
n

 th
e d

ark o
r ligh

t sid
e o

f th
in

gs?

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 G
o

d
 u

sed
 a sm

all th
in

g to
 co

m
fo

rt yo
u

 o
r 

give yo
u

 h
o

p
e.

%�
W

h
en

 yo
u

 are afraid
, h

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 seek G
o

d
’s stren

gth
?

 



2
2

2
7

 
 

W
ednesday, M

arch 10, 2021

W
H

O
 C

A
R

E
S A

B
O

U
T

 T
R

U
T

H
?

$
QG�DV�+

H�Z
DV�Z

DONLQJ�LQ�WKH�WHP
SOH��WKH�FKLHI�SULHVWV�DQG�WKH�VFULEHV�

DQG�WKH�HOGHUV�FDP
H�WR�+

LP
��DQG�WKH\�VDLG�WR�+

LP
��ê%

\�Z
KDW�DXWKRULW\�

DUH�<RX�GRLQJ�WKHVH�WKLQJV��RU�Z
KR�JDYH�<RX�WKLV�DXWKRULW\�WR�GR�WKHP

"ë�
-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê,�Z
LOO�DVN�\RX�RQH�TXHVWLRQ��DQVZ

HU�0
H��DQG�,�Z

LOO�
WHOO�\RX�E\�Z

KDW�DXWKRULW\�,�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��:
DV�WKH�%

DSWLVP
�RI�-RKQ�

IURP
�KHDYHQ�RU�IURP

�P
DQ"�$

QVZ
HU�0

H�ë�$
QG�WKH\�GLVFXVVHG�LW�Z

LWK�RQH�
DQRWKHU��VD\LQJ��ê,I�Z

H�VD\��ç)URP
�KHDYHQ�è�+

H�Z
LOO�VD\��ç:

K\�WKHQ�GLG�\RX�
QRW�EHOLHYH�KLP

"è�%
XW�VKDOO�Z

H�VD\��ç)URP
�P
DQè"ëæ

WKH\�Z
HUH�DIUDLG�RI�WKH�

people, for they all held that John really w
as a prophet. So they answ

ered 
-HVXV��ê:

H�GR�QRW�NQRZ
�ë�$

QG�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê1

HLWKHU�Z
LOO�,�WHOO�\RX�

E\�Z
KDW�DXWKRULW\�,�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ë��0

DUN������E����

T
h

is sto
ry m

akes m
e sad

. T
h

e religio
u

s lead
ers ask Jesu

s h
o

w
 H

e 
d

ares to
 th

ro
w

 th
e m

erch
an

ts o
u

t o
f th

e tem
p

le, an
d

 Jesu
s p

ro
m

ises 
WR
�DQ

VZ
HU�LI�WK

H\�JLYH�+
LP
�DQ

�DQ
VZ

HU�Ć
UVW��'

LG
�*
R
G
�VHQ

G
�-R

K
Q
�WK
H�

B
ap

tist, o
r n

o
t? 

A
 sim

p
le q

u
estio

n
—

b
u

t th
e religio

u
s lead

ers can’t an
sw

er it. T
h

ey 
are to

o
 b

u
sy calcu

latin
g w

h
at th

e effect o
f th

eir w
o

rd
s w

ill b
e. T

h
ey 

n
ever sto

p
 fo

r a sin
gle m

o
m

en
t to

 ask: W
h

at is th
e tru

th
?

G
o

d
 h

elp
 u

s in
 o

u
r w

o
rld

 to
d

ay, fo
r w

e are in
 th

e sam
e b

o
at. T

h
ere 

are far to
o

 m
any vo

ices, an
d

 far to
o

 little co
n

cern
 fo

r tru
th

. Let u
s 

clin
g to

 th
e o

n
e go

o
d

 Tru
th

 th
at w

e kn
o

w
—

to
 Jesu

s, w
h

o
 n

ever lies 
to

 u
s. T

h
en

 th
e an

sw
ers b

eco
m

e su
rp

risin
gly sim

p
le: Yes, G

o
d

 sen
t 

Jo
h

n
. Yes, G

o
d

 sen
t Jesu

s—
in

 fact, G
o

d
 cam

e in
to

 o
u

r w
o

rld
 as th

e 
M

an
 C

h
rist Jesu

s, w
h

o
 d

ied
 to

 save u
s an

d
 ro

se to
 give u

s tru
e, real 

life.

/RUG��<RX�DUH�WKH�:
D\�DQG�WKH�7UXWK�DQG�WKH�/LIH��.

HHS�P
H�Z

LWK�<RX��
$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
Is it ever o

kay to
 lie, even

 a little? W
hy o

r w
hy n

o
t?

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 th
e tru

th
 o

f so
m

e situ
atio

n
 m

ad
e a b

ig 
d

ifferen
ce in

 yo
u

r life.

%�
H

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

 co
m

e to
 kn

o
w

 th
at Jesu

s’ G
o

o
d

 N
ew

s is tru
e?

 

 
 

M
onday, M

arch 15, 2021 

IS IT
 I?

$
QG�Z

KHQ�LW�Z
DV�HYHQLQJ��+

H�FDP
H�Z

LWK�WKH�WZ
HOYH��$

QG�DV�WKH\�Z
HUH�

UHFOLQLQJ�DW�WDEOH�DQG�HDWLQJ��-HVXV�VDLG��ê7UXO\��,�VD\�WR�\RX��RQH�RI�\RX�
Z
LOO�EHWUD\�0

H��RQH�Z
KR�LV�HDWLQJ�Z

LWK�0
H�ë�7KH\�EHJDQ�WR�EH�VRUURZ

IXO�
DQG�WR�VD\�WR�+

LP
�RQH�DIWHU�DQRWKHU��ê,V�LW�,"ë�+

H�VDLG�WR�WKHP
��ê,W�LV�RQH�RI�

WKH�WZ
HOYH��RQH�Z

KR�LV�GLSSLQJ�EUHDG�LQWR�WKH�GLVK�Z
LWK�0

H��)RU�WKH�6RQ�RI�
0
DQ�JRHV�DV�LW�LV�Z

ULWWHQ�RI�+
LP
��EXW�Z

RH�WR�WKDW�P
DQ�E\�Z

KRP
�WKH�6RQ�

RI�0
DQ�LV�EHWUD\HG��,W�Z

RXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�EHWWHU�IRU�WKDW�P
DQ�LI�KH�KDG�QRW�

EHHQ�ERUQ�ë��0
DUN����������

“O
n

e o
f yo

u
 w

ill b
etray M

e.” T
h

ere w
ere o

n
ly tw

o
 p

eo
p

le at th
e tab

le 
th

at n
igh

t w
h

o
 kn

ew
 exactly w

h
at Jesu

s w
as talkin

g ab
o

u
t at th

at 
m

o
m

en
t—

Jesu
s, an

d
 Ju

d
as. T

h
e o

th
ers w

ere in
 th

e d
ark. A

n
d

 yet 
each

 o
f th

em
 asked

 th
e sam

e fearfu
l, gu

ilty q
u

estio
n

: “Is it I?”

W
h

at w
as b

eh
in

d
 th

at q
u

estio
n

? A
 terrib

le kin
d

 o
f self-kn

o
w

led
ge, 

I th
in

k. E
ach

 o
n

e o
f th

em
 kn

ew
 th

at th
ere w

as so
m

eth
in

g d
eep

 in
 

WK
HLU�K

HDUWV�WK
DW�FR

X
OG
�S
R
VVLE

O\��MX
VW�S

R
VVLE

O\��ć
R
Z
HU�LQ

WR
�VR

P
HWK

LQ
J�

h
o

rrib
le. B

etray Jesu
s? G

o
d

 fo
rb

id
. B

u
t w

h
o

 co
u

ld
 sw

ear th
at th

ey 
w

o
u

ld
 n

ever, ever, b
e cap

ab
le o

f so
m

eth
in

g like th
at?

A
n

d
 so

 th
e d

iscip
les w

ere h
u

m
b

le. T
h

ey kn
ew

 th
em

selves, an
d

 th
ey 

trem
b

led
. 

W
e trem

b
le to

o
 so

m
etim

es w
h

en
 w

e lo
o

k in
sid

e, an
d

 w
e are righ

t 
to

 d
o

 it. B
u

t w
e m

u
st n

o
t d

esp
air. In

stead
, w

e m
u

st im
m

ed
iately 

lo
o

k to
 o

u
r Savio

r, Jesu
s—

to
 th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 kn

o
w

s u
s th

ro
u

gh
 an

d
 

th
ro

u
gh

 an
d

 still loves u
s, still saves u

s, still rem
akes u

s an
d

 gives u
s 

everlastin
g life. B

ecau
se o

f Jesu
s w

e can
 say w

ith
 Jo

h
n

, “B
eloved

, w
e 

are G
o

d
’s ch

ild
ren

 n
o

w
, an

d
 w

h
at w

e w
ill b

e h
as n

o
t yet ap

p
eared

; 
b

u
t w

e kn
o

w
 th

at w
h

en
 H

e ap
p

ears w
e sh

all b
e like H

im
, b

ecau
se 

w
e sh

all see H
im

 as H
e is” (1

 Jo
h

n
 3

:2
).

/RUG��NHHS�P
H�VDIH�IURP

�WKH�SRZ
HU�RI�HYLO��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 ever w

o
rry ab

o
u

t th
e evil yo

u
 m

igh
t b

e cap
ab

le o
f? W

hy 
o

r w
hy n

o
t?

%�
W

h
en

 h
ave yo

u
 b

een
 su

rp
rised

 by go
o

d
 in

 an
 evil p

erso
n

, o
r evil 

in
 a go

o
d

 p
erso

n
?

%�
Is it a co

m
fo

rt to
 kn

o
w

 th
at Jesu

s kn
o

w
s all ab

o
u

t yo
u

? W
hy o

r 
w

hy n
o

t?

 



2
6

2
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Thursday, M
arch 11, 2021

W
H

Y
?

$
QG�+

H�EHJDQ�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKHP
�LQ�SDUDEOHV��ê$

�P
DQ�SODQWHG�D�YLQH\DUG�ð

�
DQG�OHDVHG�LW�WR�WHQDQWV�ð

��:
KHQ�WKH�VHDVRQ�FDP

H��KH�VHQW�D�VHUYDQW�WR�
WKH�WHQDQWV�WR�JHW�IURP

�WKHP
�VRP

H�RI�WKH�IUXLW�RI�WKH�YLQH\DUG��$
QG�WKH\�

WRRN�KLP
�DQG�EHDW�KLP

�DQG�VHQW�KLP
�DZ

D\�HP
SW\�KDQGHG��$

JDLQ�KH�VHQW�
WR�WKHP

�DQRWKHU�VHUYDQW��DQG�WKH\�VWUXFN�KLP
�RQ�WKH�KHDG�DQG�WUHDWHG�

KLP
�VKDP

HIXOO\��$
QG�KH�VHQW�DQRWKHU��DQG�KLP

�WKH\�NLOOHG��$
QG�VR�Z

LWK�
P
DQ\�RWKHUV�ð

�+
H�KDG�VWLOO�RQH�RWKHU��D�EHORYHG�VRQ��)LQDOO\�KH�VHQW�KLP

�
WR�WKHP

��VD\LQJ��ç7KH\�Z
LOO�UHVSHFW�P

\�VRQ�è�%
XW�WKRVH�WHQDQWV�ð

�WRRN�KLP
�

DQG�NLOOHG�KLP
�DQG�WKUHZ

�KLP
�RXW�RI�WKH�YLQH\DUG�ë��0

DUN������������D����

T
h

e th
in

g th
at d

rives m
e crazy ab

o
u

t th
is sto

ry is th
e b

eh
avio

r o
f 

th
e o

w
n

er. O
n

e servan
t after an

o
th

er gets b
eaten

 o
r killed

, an
d

 th
e 

o
w

n
er keep

s sen
d

in
g m

o
re p

eo
p

le, u
n

til h
is o

w
n

 so
n

 gets killed
. A

n
d

 
I am

 listen
in

g to
 th

is sto
ry an

d
 th

in
kin

g, “W
hy o

n
 earth

 d
id

n’t yo
u

 
VHQ

G
�WK
H�S

R
OLFH�WK

H�P
LQ
X
WH�WK

H�Ć
UVW�JX

\�JR
W�K
X
UW"ë

It’s a fair q
u

estio
n

. B
u

t it w
o

u
ld

 b
e eq

u
ally fair to

 ask th
e p

arallel 
q

u
estio

n
: W

hy o
n

 earth
 d

id
 G

o
d

 n
o

t ju
st w

ip
e o

u
t th

e w
h

o
le h

u
m

an
 

race th
e m

in
u

te w
e reb

elled
 again

st H
im

? W
hy give u

s a seco
n

d
 

ch
an

ce—
an

d
 a th

ird
, an

d
 a m

illio
n

th
, an

d
 so

 o
n

, u
n

til w
e killed

 G
o

d
’s 

o
n

ly So
n

 Jesu
s?

It seem
s lu

n
atic. W

e w
o

u
ld

 ad
vise G

o
d

 to
 cu

t H
is lo

sses. Start over. 
M

ake a fresh
 b

atch
 o

f p
eo

p
le, an

d
 fo

rget ab
o

u
t th

e sp
o

iled
 o

n
es.

B
u

t G
o

d
 d

o
esn’t d

o
 th

is. In
cred

ib
ly, H

e h
as H

is h
eart set o

n
 th

e 
sp

o
iled

 b
atch

—
o

n
 u

s. H
e w

ill n
o

t give u
p

. H
e w

ill n
o

t q
u

it. H
e w

ill 
save u

s—
ch

an
ge o

u
r h

earts—
rem

ake u
s as H

is o
w

n
 ch

ild
ren

—
even

 if 
it co

sts H
im

 H
is o

w
n

 b
eloved

 So
n

. 

/RUG��,�FDQèW�FRP
SUHKHQG�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ORYH��EXW�,�DP

�JODG�<RX�ORYH�P
H�WKLV�

Z
D\��7KDQN�<RX��$

P
HQ��

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
'
R
�\R

X
�WHQ

G
�WR
�FX

W�\R
X
U�OR

VVHV��R
U�G
R
�\R

X
�WU\�WR

�Ć
[�E

UR
NHQ

�
th

in
gs?

%�
W

h
at is th

e m
o

st rid
icu

lo
u

s th
in

g yo
u

 h
ave d

o
n

e fo
r love?

%�
Is it easy o

r h
ard

 to
 b

elieve th
at G

o
d

 loves yo
u

 to
 th

is exten
t? 

W
hy?

 
 

Sunday, M
arch 14, 2021

C
O

ST
LY

$
QG�Z

KLOH�+
H�Z

DV�DW�%
HWKDQ\�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�6LP

RQ�WKH�OHSHU��DV�+
H�Z

DV�
UHFOLQLQJ�DW�WDEOH��D�Z

RP
DQ�FDP

H�Z
LWK�DQ�DODEDVWHU�ćDVN�RI�RLQWP

HQW�
RI�SXUH�QDUG��YHU\�FRVWO\��DQG�VKH�EURNH�WKH�ćDVN�DQG�SRXUHG�LW�RYHU�+

LV�
KHDG��ð

�-HVXV�VDLG��ê6KH�KDV�GRQH�D�EHDXWLIXO�WKLQJ�WR�0
H��ð

�$
QG�WUXO\��,�

VD\�WR�\RX��Z
KHUHYHU�WKH�*

RVSHO�LV�SURFODLP
HG�LQ�WKH�Z

KROH�Z
RUOG��Z

KDW�
VKH�KDV�GRQH�Z

LOO�EH�WROG�LQ�P
HP

RU\�RI�KHU�ë��0
DUN��������E����

If yo
u

 w
en

t to
 a d

in
n

er p
arty in

 Jesu
s’ d

ay, th
ere w

as a go
o

d
 ch

an
ce 

so
m

eo
n

e w
o

u
ld

 an
o

in
t yo

u
 w

ith
 o

il. It w
as a w

ay o
f h

o
n

o
rin

g 
gu

ests—
m

u
ch

 like w
e w

o
u

ld
 d

o
, takin

g yo
u

r co
at an

d
 seatin

g yo
u

 in
 

th
e b

est ch
air an

d
 b

rin
gin

g o
u

t th
e b

est silver fo
r d

in
n

er.

B
u

t w
h

at M
ary d

id
 w

en
t far b

eyo
n

d
 th

at. Sh
e d

id
n’t u

se o
il, b

u
t 

n
ard

—
a sw

eet o
in

tm
en

t w
o

rth
 n

early a year’s w
ages. A

n
d

 n
ard

 
cam

e in
 a lo

n
g, th

in
-n

ecked
 b

o
ttle m

ad
e o

f alab
aster—

m
ayb

e th
e 

m
o

d
ern

 eq
u

ivalen
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e jad
e. Yo

u
 co

u
ld

 o
n

ly get th
e o

in
tm

en
t 

o
u

t by b
reakin

g th
e b

o
ttle n

eck. In
 M

ary’s eyes, it w
as w

o
rth

 it—
to

 
love Jesu

s, to
 sh

o
w

 H
im

 w
h

at H
e m

ean
t to

 h
er.

I w
o

n
d

er if M
ary rem

em
b

ered
 th

is w
h

en
 ju

st a co
u

p
le o

f d
ays 

later, Jesu
s allo

w
ed

 H
is o

w
n

 b
o

d
y to

 b
e b

ro
ken

—
H

is o
w

n
 life 

p
o

u
red

 o
u

t—
fo

r love o
f h

er, an
d

 all o
f u

s? T
h

ere is n
o

 co
stlier gift. 

Jesu
s’ b

ro
ken

 b
o

d
y p

o
u

red
 o

u
t G

o
d

’s m
ercy o

n
 all o

f u
s; an

d
 H

is 
resu

rrectio
n

 fro
m

 th
e d

ead
 m

ean
s th

at all o
f u

s, everyo
n

e w
h

o
 

tru
sts H

im
, w

ill b
e w

elco
m

ed
 gu

ests in
 G

o
d

’s kin
gd

o
m

. 

/RUG��WKDQN�<RX�IRU�<RXU�OLIH��SRXUHG�RXW�LQ�ORYH�IRU�P
H��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss 

%�
W

h
at is th

e co
stliest th

in
g in

 yo
u

r h
o

u
se, d

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k?

%�
If yo

u
 are w

illin
g, m

en
tio

n
 so

m
eth

in
g co

stly—
n

o
t n

ecessarily in
 

m
o

n
ey!—

th
at yo

u
 h

ave d
o

n
e b

ecau
se yo

u
 love Jesu

s.

%�
Is th

ere an
 o

b
ject, p

ictu
re, o

r anyth
in

g else th
at rem

in
d

s yo
u

 
h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 Jesu

s loves yo
u

?

 



2
4

2
5

 
 

Friday, M
arch 12, 2021

A
SK

IN
G

 Q
U

E
ST

IO
N

S

$
QG�6DGGXFHHV�FDP

H�WR�+
LP
��Z
KR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��$

QG�
WKH\�DVNHG�+

LP
�D�TXHVWLRQ��VD\LQJ��ð

�7KHUH�Z
HUH�VHYHQ�EURWKHUV��WKH�ĆUVW�

WRRN�D�Z
LIH��DQG�Z

KHQ�KH�GLHG�ð
�WKH�VHFRQG�WRRN�KHU��DQG�GLHG�ð

�,Q�WKH�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��Z

KHQ�WKH\�ULVH�DJDLQ��Z
KRVH�Z

LIH�Z
LOO�VKH�EH"�)RU�WKH�VHYHQ�

KDG�KHU�DV�Z
LIH�ë�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKHP

��ê,V�WKLV�QRW�WKH�UHDVRQ�\RX�DUH�Z
URQJ��

EHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ
�QHLWKHU�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�QRU�WKH�SRZ

HU�RI�*
RG"�)RU�Z

KHQ�
WKH\�ULVH�IURP

�WKH�GHDG��WKH\�QHLWKHU�P
DUU\�QRU�DUH�JLYHQ�LQ�P

DUULDJH��EXW�
are like angels in heaven. A

nd as for the dead being raised, have you not 
UHDG�ð

�KRZ
�*
RG�VSRNH�WR�KLP

��VD\LQJ��ç,�DP
�WKH�*

RG�RI�$
EUDKDP

��DQG�WKH�
*
RG�RI�,VDDF��DQG�WKH�*

RG�RI�-DFREè"�+
H�LV�QRW�*

RG�RI�WKH�GHDG��EXW�RI�WKH�
OLYLQJ�ë��0

DUN����������D����D��������

H
o

w
 h

eavy is th
e co

lo
r yello

w
? W

h
at sh

ap
e is love? W

h
ere d

o
 

sh
ad

o
w

s go
 at n

igh
t?

T
h

e q
u

estio
n

 th
e Sad

d
u

cees asked
 is a lo

t like th
ese. It is a n

o
n

sen
se 

q
u

estio
n

—
a q

u
estio

n
 th

at d
o

esn’t h
ave a righ

t an
sw

er, b
ecau

se 
th

e o
n

e askin
g is co

n
fu

sed
 ab

o
u

t so
m

eth
in

g far m
o

re b
asic. It’s n

o
 

go
o

d
 askin

g m
arriage q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u

t h
eaven

 if p
eo

p
le d

o
n’t m

arry 
th

ere! A
n

d
 a lo

t o
f h

u
m

an
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u

t G
o

d
 are like th

is.

It’s n
o

t w
ro

n
g to

 ask silly q
u

estio
n

s, o
r to

 b
e co

n
fu

sed
. B

u
t it is a 

p
ro

b
lem

 if w
e are to

o
 afraid

 o
r to

o
 p

ro
u

d
 to

 ask o
u

r real q
u

estio
n

s—
th

e o
n

es Jesu
s w

an
ts to

 an
sw

er, so
 th

at w
e can

 tru
st in

 H
im

. D
o

 
yo

u
 fear d

eath
, o

r w
o

n
d

er w
h

at h
ap

p
en

s n
ext? A

sk Jesu
s. D

o
 yo

u
 

w
o

n
d

er if th
ere is a G

o
d

, o
r if yo

u
 can

 tru
st H

im
? A

sk. T
h

e sam
e 

Jesu
s w

h
o

 is p
atien

t w
ith

 d
o

u
b

ters w
ill b

e p
atien

t an
d

 lovin
g w

ith
 

yo
u

. A
fter all, yo

u
 are H

is b
eloved

 ch
ild

—
th

e o
n

e H
e d

ied
 an

d
 ro

se 
again

 fo
r. 

/RUG��KHOS�P
H�Z

LWK�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�WURXEOH�P
\�KHDUW��$

P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
D

o
 yo

u
 ask a lo

t o
f q

u
estio

n
s, o

r d
o

 yo
u

 ten
d

 to
 keep

 q
u

iet?

%�
Tell ab

o
u

t a tim
e w

h
en

 yo
u

 said
, “O

h
, n

o
w

 I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at!”

%�
W

h
at q

u
estio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 like to

 ask G
o

d
 n

o
w

?

 

 
 

Saturday, M
arch 13, 2021

T
H

E
 R

ID
D

LE
 O

F
 T

H
E

 IN
C

A
R

N
A

T
IO

N

$
QG�DV�-HVXV�WDXJKW�LQ�WKH�WHP

SOH��+
H�VDLG��ê+

RZ
�FDQ�WKH�VFULEHV�VD\�WKDW�

WKH�&
KULVW�LV�WKH�VRQ�RI�'

DYLG"�'
DYLG�KLP

VHOI��LQ�WKH�+
RO\�6SLULW��GHFODUHG��

êç7KH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�P
\�/RUG��ê6LW�DW�0

\�ULJKW�KDQG��XQWLO�,�SXW�<RXU�HQHP
LHV�

XQGHU�<RXU�IHHW�ëè�'
DYLG�KLP

VHOI�FDOOV�+
LP
�/RUG��6R�KRZ

�LV�+
H�KLV�VRQ"ë�

$
QG�WKH�JUHDW�WKURQJ�KHDUG�+

LP
�JODGO\���0

DUN����������

T
here m

ust have b
een q

uite a few
 argum

ents in Jerusalem
 that night! 

T
he prob

lem
 Jesus b

rought up had
 to d

o w
ith the M

essiah—
the O

ne 
everyo

n
e w

as w
aitin

g fo
r, th

at G
o

d
 w

o
u

ld
 sen

d
 to

 save H
is p

eo
p

le. 
E

veryb
o

d
y kn

ew
 th

at H
e w

o
u

ld
 co

m
e fro

m
 K

in
g D

avid
’s fam

ily; H
e 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e “th

e So
n

 o
f D

avid
.” G

o
d

 p
ro

m
ised

 th
at to

 D
avid

 lo
n

g ago
.

B
u

t th
en

 w
h

at ab
o

u
t P

salm
 1

1
0

? D
avid

 h
im

self w
ro

te th
at, an

d
 it’s 

clearly ab
o

u
t th

e M
essiah

. A
n

d
 D

avid
 calls H

im
 “Lo

rd
”! H

o
w

 can
 

th
is b

e? Isn’t a fath
er alw

ays greater th
an

 h
is great-great-gran

d
so

n
? 

W
h

o
 is th

is M
essiah

, th
at H

is o
w

n
 an

cesto
r calls H

im
 “Lo

rd
”? 

,�Z
R
Q
G
HU�LI�DQ\�R

I�WK
H�S

HR
S
OH�DUJX

LQ
J�WK

DW�Q
LJK

W�P
DQ
DJHG

�WR
�Ć
JX
UH�LW�

o
u

t. B
ecau

se th
is rid

d
le is o

n
ly so

lvab
le if yo

u
 kn

o
w

 th
at Jesu

s, th
e 

M
essiah

, is b
o

th
 G

o
d

 an
d

 M
an

—
h

u
m

an
 an

d
 d

ivin
e. A

s a M
an

, H
e is 

D
avid

’s so
n

; as G
o

d
, H

e is D
avid

’s Lo
rd

.

B
u

t th
is is m

o
re th

an
 ju

st an
 acad

em
ic exercise. W

h
o

 Jesu
s is 

m
atters to

 u
s, b

ecau
se o

f w
h

at Jesu
s w

as go
in

g to
 d

o
 ju

st a few
 

d
ays later. O

n
ly a m

an
 co

u
ld

 righ
tly p

ay th
e d

eb
t o

f h
u

m
an

 b
ein

gs; 
it’s o

n
ly fair. B

u
t o

n
ly G

o
d

 H
im

self co
u

ld
 b

e stro
n

g en
o

u
gh

, h
o

ly 
en

o
u

gh
, w

o
rthy en

o
u

gh
 to

 red
eem

 th
e w

h
o

le w
o

rld
 at o

n
ce. O

n
ly 

G
o

d
 co

u
ld

 d
efeat th

e p
o

w
er o

f d
eath

 an
d

 th
e d

evil, an
d

 b
rin

g u
s all 

to
 everlastin

g life.

W
h

o
 Jesu

s is affects w
h

at Jesu
s d

o
es. H

e is G
o

d
, H

e is M
an

—
H

e is 
our Savior.

3OHDVH�EULQJ�P
H�WR�NQRZ

�<RX�EHWWHU��/RUG�-HVXV��$
P
HQ�

 
 

R
eflect &

 D
iscuss  

%�
W

h
at is yo

u
r favo

rite rid
d

le?

%�
W

h
en

 in
 yo

u
r life h

ave yo
u

 n
o

t b
een

 reco
gn

ized
 fo

r w
h

o
 o

r w
h

at 
yo

u
 are?

%�
W

h
at d

o
es it feel like, to

 h
ave G

o
d

 as a m
em

b
er o

f yo
u

r o
w

n
 

h
u

m
an

 fam
ily?

 


