
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org  
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org 
 
Building Hours:   
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm 

 
Our Vision… 

“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.” 

Worship Times: 
 

Saturday:  5 pm Celebrate! Worship 
Sunday:  8:45 am Traditional Worship 

 9:45 am Education Hour 
 11 am Modern Worship 

 
Communion at all services 
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The	above	are	two	of	my	favorite	verses	from	the	Psalms	and	the	letters	of	the	apostle	Paul.	
In	the	first	verse,	the	psalmist	makes	it	clear	that	whatever	claim	we	think	we	have	on	this	
earth,	or	anything	in	it,	we	face	the	final	truth	that	everything	on	the	earth	that	sustains	us	
comes	from	the	God	who	created	us	all.	I	think	of	this	verse	often,	as	I	strive	to	care	for	“my”	
little	corner	of	creation	(not	that	it’s	mine,	of	course,	but	I	am	responsible	for	how	I	use	it.)	
	
As	we	move	forward	this	coming	year	with	the	next	phase/s	of	our	vision,	we	begin	to	focus	
upon	the	two	remaining	“untouched”	areas	of	our	2012	vision	statement:	“[Becoming	a]	Campus	
at	the	Crossroads”	and	“Creation	Care	and	Outdoor	Ministry.”	In	order	to	shed	light	on	those	
areas,	Bethlehem	will	reboot	the	formerly-known	Long	Range	Planning	Committee	with	new	
leadership	(Phil	Anderson)	and	with	a	new	name	(“Bethlehem	Visions”	–	see	Phil’s	piece	on	
the	following	page).	I	see	much	in	the	way	of	new	ideas	and	excitement	in	this	endeavor,	and	
for	now	I	will	say	that	there	has	been	movement	already	in	those	two	vision	areas	(cases	in	
point,	our	fall	outreach	events	and	what	I	call	“the	Slow	Greening	of	Bethlehem”)…to	be	
continued	on	that	front.	
	
As	far	as	that	second	verse	from	2	Corinthians	chapter	5,	when	I	think	of	the	phrase	“in	Christ	
there	is	a	new	creation,”	my	thoughts	go	immediately	to	two	events:	The	National	Youth	
Gathering	a	month	ago,	and	Vacation	Bible	School	happening	right	now.	When	Alexis,	Ally,	
Courtney,	Austin	and	I	returned	from	the	ELCA	Youth	Gathering	in	Houston	last	month,	we	
understood	more	than	ever	that	when	God	calls	over	30,000	youth	and	youth	leaders	together,	
the	theme	“This	Changes	Everything”	is	no	exaggeration.	Between	our	Day	of	Service,	our	
Synod	Day	and	all	the	fun	(and	sacred)	moments	of	worship	and	hangout	time	together,	we	
discovered	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	truly	at	work	in	our	youth	and	our	church	as	a	whole.	In	
essence,	Christ	is	creating	something	new	when	we	gather	to	love,	worship	and	serve	
neighbor.	Perhaps	it’s	as	simple	as	that,	my	friends.	
	
Jesus	is	creating	something	new	also	with	our	Vacation	Bible	School	this	year	as	well.	From	
“in-sourcing”	our	programming	and	leadership,	to	revitalizing	our	“set”	(i.e.	decorations	and	
props),	we	are	truly	focusing	on	developing	new	leaders	and	a	new	spirit	heading	into	the	
future	–	for	VBS	and	elsewhere.	We	need	new	leaders,	and	we	hope	you	consider	all	that	is	
happening	here	at	Bethlehem,	both	current	and	new.	Transitions	are	natural,	and	leaders	are	
seldom	“born”:	they	are	called.	We	hope	you	prayerfully	consider	the	call	to	join	Bethlehem	
Visions,	one	of	the	committees	currently		in	need	of	new	members	(i.e.	Y2A,	Stewardship,	
Membership/Evangelism)	or	other	perhaps	less-formal	opportunities	to	serve.	

	 	 			
	 	 	 	On	the	journey	with	you,	

	 	 		
	

	Pr.	Paul	

“The	earth	is	the	LORD's,	and	everything	in	
it,	the	world,	and	all	who	live	in	it.”	–	
Psalm	24:1	(NIV)	
	
“So	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	there	is	a	new	
creation:	everything	old	has	passed	away;	
see,	everything	has	become	new!”	–	2	
Corinthians	5:17	(NRSV)	
	



 
 
	

		
“Where are we going?”  “How long will it take to get there?”  “Are we lost?”  “Are we 
there yet?”  Questions from the backseat of the car on the family summer vacation?  
Not this time.  They come from the pews of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  It is time once 
again to get out the map and do some much needed long range planning, or as we now 
call it, Bethlehem Visions.   

Planning is a vital function that involves setting goals and deciding how to best achieve 
them. Setting goals and developing plans helps our church to move in a focused 
direction while operating in an efficient and effective manner. Bethlehem Visions is 
essentially the same as strategic planning; both processes evaluate where the church 
is today and where it hopes to be at some future point. Strategies or plans are then 
developed for moving the church closer to its goals. These plans usually pertain to 
goals that need to be met in two to three years in the future. 

People often confuse the role of planning and scheduling. They are different 
methodologies and utilize a different set of tools. Planning takes a futuristic view and 
sets anticipated timelines, while scheduling focuses on an organization's day-to-day 
activities.  Our committee will be examining high priority problems that require 
immediate attention and the resources, both people and financial, necessary to address 
them.  
	
Your Church Council is still the level of management with the information needed to 
assess church-wide strengths and weaknesses. In addition, council alone has the 
authority to allocate resources toward moving the church in new and innovative 
directions.  This means, we serve the Church Council and the members of Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church. 
	
Strategy implementation is another important part of Bethlehem Visions. Once a 
strategic plan has been selected, it must be acted upon. This requires the strategy to be 
implemented within the existing organizational structure, or the modification of the 
structure so that it is consistent with the strategy. Your Church Council will be given the 
recommendations of the committee’s work and they will determine if and how these 
recommendations are to be implemented and by whom. 
	
If this kind of work interests you, we still have open chairs.  Please contact me and we 
will make room in the front seat for you.  In the meantime, you can look forward to 
reading more about our progress in future Bethlehem Star’s.	
 	
Phil Anderson	
Bethlehem Visions, Chairman	

WELCOME	TO	“BETHLEHEM	VISIONS”	
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ELCA Gathering Quotes to ponder… 	
 “[To parents and leaders]: You don’t have to ‘save’ your 
kids—Jesus already did that.” –W. Starkweather	

“The jagged edges of our hearts are what connect us to 
God and humanity.”—Nadia Bolz Weber	

 

“August is like the Sunday of summer…” –Anonymous  
	

My article this month is going to be a little different—more like a blog post, as I share with you 
everything that has happened this summer…and there’s a lot! 
	

The ELCA National Youth Gathering (as you may have seen on the weekend of the 22nd) was an 
absolutely amazing time. While the planning and traveling had its stressful moments, the fun we had 
was definitely worth it! We paired up with Immanuel from Suttons Bay and our groups meshed 
almost instantly, and we made some friends from Zion in Cadillac as well!  
	

One of my favorite moments from the trip: We had our minds set on tasting some authentic Texas 
BBQ, so we went out on Sunday night and splurged! (A huge THANK YOU to the Mann’s!) The food 
was amazing, but even better was the fellowship we shared. We sat at the outdoor picnic tables at 
this restaurant for at least two and a half hours, just chatting, bonding, and learning more about each 
other—and I learned just how amazing our students truly are! I could tell many stories about the 
week, but I think the kids would do a better job. J  
	

When we returned from Houston, we jumped right into the Parking Lot Fundraiser, which was a 
smashing success with the help of Renae Wells, Shelly & Scott, Matt Branch, Byron Pearce, the 
Graf Family, the Dohm’s, the Kurkowski’s, Shelly Miller, and (of course) all of our youth! We raised 
over $3,200 AND got plenty of time to hang out and play games together!  
	

Soon after, we were back on the road again to Stony Lake for Week 5 of camp. Quenten and Jane 
participated in Confirmation camp while Owen was in elementary level camp. While Owen was busy 
doing his thing, I spent a significant amount with Quenten and Jane for confirmation bible study. We 
were able to join forces with three other churches (Feast of Victory being one of them) and enjoyed a 
larger, very interactive class. More friends! Yay!! 
	

I also discovered that both Quenten and Jane are fearless on the high-ropes course! I jokingly 
referred to them as my ‘sky-monkeys’ multiple times during the week—Quenten would have slept on 
the course if we let him! (Not to worry, he slept soundly in his camp bunk every night!) And Jane was 
teaching people how to dance at Community Night… two strong leaders in our midst! 
	

And finally, as I write this, we are in the final countdown for VBS! I will be sure to give you a full 
report in the next STAR edition… J Thank you, always, for your continued support of our youth! We 
couldn’t do all this cool stuff without you! 	
 

Peace, and God’s Blessings, 	

Alexis and Outreach 	
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, TC 

FROM	THE	DESK	OF	
ALEXIS	

DIRECTOR	OF	YOUTH		
AND	OUTREACH	
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Christian Education 

Highlights	
August	2018	
		

	As	vacaKon	bible	school	is	underway,	I	want	to	send	out	a	special	
thank	you	to	everyone	who	has	dedicated	themselves	to	vacaKon	bible	school	this	
year.	All	of	your	Kme,	energy,	efforts,	and	support	have	been	tremendous	help	over	
the	planning	period,	building	Kme,	and	week	of	VBS.	I	cannot	express	how	fortunate	I	
feel	to	have	been	able	to	work	with	all	of	you.	I	greatly	appreciate	everything	you	all	
have	done	to	help	make	VBS	a	success.		
	

	On	July	25th	we	joined	together	with	the	Morley’s	and	their	family	and	
friends	to	recognize	and	celebrated	Dan	Morley’s	life.	Dan	and	his	family	have	been	a	
part	of	our	congregaKon	for	several	years	and	we	have	been	blessed	with	all	of	their	
talents	and	support	over	the	years.	Prayers	and	blessings	to	Betsy,	Sam,	and	Maddie	
through	this	Kme	of	sorrow	and	always.		
		
A	final	note…	

	I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	thank	all	of	you	for	allowing	me	
this	experience	and	to	learn	and	further	explore	my	faith	and	God’s	plans		for	me	in	
ministry.	Although	come	mid	August	I	will	no	longer	be	a	staff	member,	I	will	sKll	be	
around	and	involved	with	Bethlehem.		
		
Peace	and	blessings,	
Meghan	Denton		
	

HUGE	THANK	YOU	
I	Would	like	to	extend	a	sincere	thank	you	to	all	the	folks	who	contributed	to	making	our	2018	

Parking	Lot	Fundraiser	a	large	success.		Mae	Branch,	Shannon,	&	Quenten;	Kevin	&	Jane	Kurkowski;	
Tina	Dohm	&	Makena;		KaKe	Pearce	&	Byron,	MarKn	Graf,	Monica,	Jacob,	and	Alea;	Shelly,	Scoe,	
AusKn,	Courtney,	and	Ally	McAllister/Leatherman;	Sandy	Parkinson;	Shelly	Miller;	Meghan,	Alexis,	

and	Skylar;	Sharon	Weller.		We	have	our	seed	money	for	Minneapolis	in	2021.	
	

JIMMY	JOHNS	ADVERTISEMENT:		I	encourage	you	to	frequent	either	
locaKon	here	in	town.		The	owner	is	a	wonderful	young	man	who	donated	

lunch	to	all	my	workers	on	one	of	the	Blue	Angel	Days.	
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Reminder---All	are	welcome	at	our	Council	MeeKngs:		Tuesday,	August	21	at	6	pm.		There	is	a	
Kme	slot	for	guests	to	speak	at	the	beginning	of	the	meeKng,.	

Treasurer	Update	–	June	2018	Financial	Results	
June	2018	numbers	show	we	had	a	good	month,	and	the	same	for	YTD.		June	cash	flow	was	posiKve	
by	$6,568.		We	had	budgeted	June	to	have	a	posiKve	cash	flow	of	$1,432	which	means	we	are	ahead	
$5,136	from	where	we	thought	we	would	be	for	the	month.		It	is	always	difficult	to	budget	exactly	
when	income	and	expenses	will	hit.		The	good	June	numbers	helped	us	have	a	YTD	posiKve	cash	flow	
of	$15,337.			
		
A	key	contributor	for	this	good	news	was	the	$6,880	we	received	in	Close	the	Budget	Gap	funds.		You	
may	recall	our	2018	budget	projected	a	deficit	of	$6,539.		The	Close	the	Budget	Gap	iniKaKve	was	to	
proacKvely	address	the	shortage.		Receipt	of	these	funds	helps	make	our	first	six	months	look	very	
good.		It	is	important	we	sustain	a	strong	level	of	giving	throughout	the	year	to	meet	our	goal	of	a	
balanced	budget.	
		
On	the	expense	front	we	are	running	under	what	we	budgeted,	however	this	is	decepKve.		Once	you	
take	into	account	expenses	that	have	been	incurred	but	have	not	yet	hit	the	books,	we	are	running	
close	to	what	was	budgeted.			
		
Overall,	we	are	on	track	for	a	balanced	budget	by	year	end.			
	

                                                      Council Meeting of July 24, 2018	
 	
One of the main topics that was on the forefront of my mind as I walked out of our July Church 
Council Meeting was Membership and Evangelism.  I bet you are like me and when you are sitting in 
the pew at one of our weekend Worship Services you feel so comfortable and thankful for Bethlehem.  
And, don't we wish so many others could have that same feeling?  LoAnn Vande Leest, the 
Chairperson, of Membership and Evangelism, spoke on her need for our help in bringing in new 
members to help Bethlehem continue to grow and thrive.  Sure new members bring in more dollars, 
hopefully, for the budget but the first focus is to help that new member or new member family have a 
closer relationship with God through Bethlehem.  I will be the first one to admit that I haven't been 
wearing my name badge, so a visitor can at least see that I am a current member and call me by 
name.  I also haven't went up to a visitor and said, "Welcome to Bethlehem and thank you for 
worshiping with us."  Well, those two things change today for me!  Please join me in making that 
commitment to wear your badge and to greet a visitor.  If we can get the visitor's contact information 
in the course of our greeting or have the visitor fill out a visitor card or the Black Book in the pew, that 
is the icing on the cake.  Working together on these very simple commitments can help our 
Bethlehem Family continue to prosper.	
 	
Have a blessed day!	
 	
Tim Fox, Secretary of Church Council	

DETAILS	COMING	SOON:		FAMILY	CAMPOUT—SEPTEMBER	14,	15,	&	16.			



YOU'RE	INVITED!	

WHAT?										The	course	Discovering	God's	Vision	for	Your	Life:		You	and	Your	Spiritual																																										

																								Gi=s		

WHY?				 	To	experience	spiritual	and	personal	growth	

																							To	add	deeper	meaning	and	saKsfacKon	to	your	life	

																							To	understand	more	fully	who	God	created	you	to	be	and	what	God	wants																						

																								you	to	do	with	your	life	

WHERE?								Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church	-	(Conference	Room)	

WHEN?										Beginning	on	September	10,	2018,	every	Monday	evening	from	6:30	to					

																								7:30	through	October	29.	(8	weeks)	

	HOW?										To	learn	more,	call			Bonnie	Newhouse	231-392-2319	or	Linda	Gokey												

																							231-631-2537	Complete	the	form	below	and	put	it	in	Bonnie's	mailbox													

																							(include	a	registraKon	fee	of	$15.00	to	cover	the	cost	of	ParKcipant		

																							materials)	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------				

[				]	YES,	I	am	interested	in	taking	the	course	Discovering	God's	Vision	for	Your	Life:		
You	and	Your	Spiritual	Gi=s.	Aeached	is	my	registraKon	fee	of	$	15.00.	

Name:_____________________________________________________________	

Phone:		____________________________________________________________				
Email______________________________________________________________	
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WORSHIP	VOLUNTEERS	ARE	STILL	NEEDED	
		
There	are	many	opportuniKes	for	our	members	to	be	a	part	of	any	of	BLC’s	three	services.		
Some	are	“in	front	of	the	congregaKon”	and	many	are	behind	the	scenes.		With	more	
volunteers	on	the	list	for	each	worship	team,	the	rotaKon	could	be	every	4	–	6	weeks	more	or	
less.		We	also	have	music	teams	that	could	use	your	voice	or	musical	skills.		Please	prayerfully	
consider	joining	one	of	these	worship/music	teams	(training	is	available	for	all):	
		
1.   Altar	Guild:	Prepares	the	altar	for	worship	and	Communion	(one	group	of	two	people	per	

weekend)	
2.   Assis0ng	Ministers:		Assists	the	pastor	during	the	worship	service	and	helps	serve	

Communion	(one	per	each	of	three	services)	
3.   A/V	Team:		Sits	in	the	balcony	&	manages	the	weekly	“Screenouncements”	and	worship	

power	point	presentaKons	(Sat.		5pm/Sun.	11am)	
4.   Lectors:		Reads	the	Scripture	lessons	at	worship	services	(one	per	each	of	three	services)	
5.   Hospitality:	Greets	people	at	the	door	to	the	Sanctuary,	hands	out	worship	folders	and	

collects	the	offering	(groups	of	two	people	each	for	the	Sat	5pm	and	Sun	8:45am	
services	and	groups	of	four	people	for	the	Sun	11am	service)	

6.   Bell	Ringers:	Rings	the	BLC	bell	in	the	Gathering	Space	at	the	beginning	of	the	service	
(one	per	each	of	three	services)	

7.   Welcome	Table:		Greets	people	as	they	enter	the	church	from	the	parking	lot	and	assists	
visitors	with	the	layout	of	the	church	(coat	room,	restrooms,	nursery,	Fellowship	Hall,	
etc)	(one	or	two	per	each	of	three	services)	

8.   Worship	Assembly	and	Sanctuary	Prepara0on:		Assembles	the	weekly	worship	folder	
and	prepares	the	Sanctuary	(one	group	of	two	people	per	weekend)	

9.   Counters:		Counts	the	weekly	offering	collecKon.	(Teams	of	three	or	four	will	rotate	on	a	
monthly	basis)	
																																***********************************	

1.   Adult	Choir:		Sings	at	different	services	each	month.		Rehearses	weekly,	except	for	
summer	months.	

2.   Hand	Bell	Choir:	Plays	approximately	once	per	month	in	a	TradiKonal	and	Modern	
service.		Rehearses	weekly,	except	for	summer	months.	

3.   Worship	Team:	Leads	music	once	a	month	at	the	Celebrate!	And	Modern	services.		
Rehearses	weekly,	year	round.	

4.   Steel	Pans:		Plays	once	a	month	at	various	services,	mostly	during	the	summer	months	
and	Christmas	services.	

		
For	Worship	Volunteer	Teams	1	through	8,	please	contact	Barbara	Oster	at	231-668-7038	or	
beo6475@yahoo.com	
For	Counters,	please	contact	Shelly	McAllister	at	smcallister3@hotmail.com	
For	Music	Teams,	please	contact	our	Music	Coordinator,	Sharon	Weller	at	231-947-9880.	



SHOP AT FAMILY FARE AND 
HELP RAISE MONEY FOR 

QUILTS!! 
Shop	at	Family	Fare,	905	E.	8th	Street	here	in	Traverse	City	(or	at	any	Family	Fare	in	the	area)	and	help	
raise	money	for	quilts!	
	

To	warm	others	with	more	than	a	prayers,	
save	register	receipts	when	you	shop	Family	Fare!	
Lutheran	World	Relief	quilters	need	help	from	you.	
Bring	Family	Fare	receipts	to	us	that	you	could	do.	
This	helps	raise	money	for	the	supplies	it	will	take…	

for	fabric,	thread,	and	shipping	necessary	for	the	quilts	we	make!	
	

QuesKons?		Please	call	Beey	RuKla	at	231-947-1013	

Book/Supper	Discussion	Group		
We	will	be	meeKng	as	scheduled	on	August	28.		There	will	not	

be	a	book	discussion	or	pizza	that	evening	so	don’t	forget	
to	eat	before	you	come	to	the	meeKng.		THE	TIME	is	
different….we	will	meet	at	6	pm.	

We	will	discuss	the	future	of	out	group	as	we	move	forward.		
Marilyn	Skay	and	Cindy	Petersen	will	lead	the	discussion.	

											If	you	know	someone	that	is	a	member	but	not	current,	
please	let	them	know	about	the	meeKng,	

We	will	take	Kme	to	talk	about	Ellie.	
Address	any	quesKons	to	Marilyn	Skay	at	231-941-8180.	
  
 

THANK	YOU---THANK	YOU	and	keep	up	the	good	work.		Please	conKnue	to	
turn	in	your	Oleson’s	receipts!		

XYZ—PLEASE	NOTE	SCHEDULE	CHANGE	
A	number	of	folks	in	our	group	have	discussed	moving	our	gatherings	to	the	3rd	Thursday,		
September-May:		Noon-	2.		We	think	we	would	get	more	people	involved	plus	Friday’s	are	
o�en	busy	even	for	old	folks.		Our	first	event	for	fall	will	be	September	20	at	Noon.	

CCC	NEEDS	YOU:		A�er	5	years	of	partnering	with	the	small	groups	to	bring	the	
congregaKon	sweet	treats	each	Sunday	morning,	Marilyn	Skay	and	Meredith	Busekist	
are	hanging	up	their	aprons.		If	anyone	has	an	interest	in	picking	up	the	whisk	and	
coordinaKng	with	small	group	leaders	for	Cookies,	Coffee,	and	ConversaKon	(CCC),	
please	reach	out	to	one	of	them,	and	they	will	gladly	share	the	recipe	for	success	with	
you….and	please	note	that	while	you	might	say	it	doesn’t	“pay	well”,	we	guarantee	
you’ll	be	rolling	in	the	dough!:)---With	love,	cookies,	and	a	liele	urgency,	Meredith	&	
Marilyn	
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
PAGE 

“We Care for God’s Creation” 
This	page	will	be	a	monthly	feature	page	in	the	Star	dedicated	to	taking	
care	of	our	environment	and	appreciaKng	the	bounty	that	God	has	given	
us.		We	are	going	to	be	looking	for	your	contribuKons.		Help	us	highlight	
our	graKtude	to	Him	from	whom	flows	all	blessings.		Please	contact	Judy	
Strickland	with	your	ideas	or	the	church	office.	

Mark	your	calendars	for	September	30.		Get	your	recyclables	ready	for	
“Clean	Up	Green	Up”	which	is	being	held	at	West	High	School	parking	lot	
from	9am-3pm.		You	will	find	more	informaKon	on	facebook	under	“Clean	Up	
Green	Up”	as	to	what	items	we	actually	accept.		You	can	contact	Renae	Wells	
at	wellsrenae17411@gmail.com	with	quesKons.	

CLEANUP	HOMELESS	ENCAMPMENT	ON	PUBLIC	LAND		
BEFORE	&	AFTER	

7/23/2018	

You	don’t	have	to	do	things	like	this	to	be	a	good	steward	of	the	environment.		Some	of	us	
take	our	stewardship	to	a	higher	level.	By	simply	picking	up	a	wrapper	on	the	street	or	a	
plasKc	boele	in	the	weeds	when	on	a	hike	or	changing	a	trash	bag	in	a	city	park	is	a	good	
way	the	help	the	Earth.		If	each	person	picked	up	one	piece	of	lieer	a	day,	the	world	would	
be	a	sparkling	and	wonderfully	clean	place----Norm	Fred	
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	The	Worship	&	Music	Commiaee	has	restored	the	
custom	of	honoring	new	members	of	the	family	of	God	
with	a	rose	at	the	Altar.		Those	who	wish	to	celebrate	
their	new	child	or	grandchild	can	contact	the	church	
office.			The	cost	is	$10.00	to	be	submieed	to	the	church	
office,	or	labeled	as	such	and	placed	in	the	collecKon	
plate.	The	rose	and	vase	can	be	taken	by	the	family	a�er	
the	11:00	service	on	Sunday. 

	
	

Habitat	for	Humanity	
Habitat	for	Humanity	is	always	looking	for	volunteers:	
1.  Skilled/Unskilled	volunteers	to	serve	as	site	coaches	leading	and	teaching	

groups	of	volunteers	in	finish	carpentry.		No	experience	necessary.	
2.  Committee	Members.		Time	commitment	is	about	three	hours	a	month.		

Committees	needing	members	are	Faith	Relations,	Family	Selection	and	
Events.	

3.  Re-Store	volunteers	/	Donation	drives	/	Pickup	and	Delivery	
4.  Lunch	volunteers	to	feed	construction	site	crews.	
5.  Deconstruction	teams	to	salvage	materials	to	be	sold	at	the	Re-Sale	Store.	
If	you’re	interested	in	helping	out,	please	call	Michelle	Reichert	at	231-941-4663	

Did	you	know	Love	In	the	Name	of	Christ	has	a	Medical	Equipment	Loan	
Ministry?		If	you,	a	friend	or	a	family	members	needs	a	wheelchair,	walker,	
cane,	bathroom	equipment	or	more,	we	can	help!		We	have	closet	
locaKons	at	Christ	the	King	in	Acme,	Grace	Episcopal	mid-town,	St.	Patrick	
in	the	Grawn	area	and	at	the	Love	INC	offices	on	East	Front	Street.			Call	
941-5683	to	speak	with	us	about	a	loan	or	a	donaKon	of	equipment.			
Thanks	to	our	partnership	you	can	have	love	and	care	at	home! 

Musicality	
Another	way	to	support	your	Bethlehem	Music	
Department	is	to	join	one	of	the	music	groups.		
Depending	on	the	one	you	join,	you	could	be	a	part	of	
services	every	2	months,	once	a	month,	once	every	
three	weeks,	or	about	every	other	week.		They	all	
have	different	schedules.		What	fits	you	best?	

	
Your	choices	are	steel	pans,	bells,	Worship	Team,	and	
choir.		They	rehearse	once	a	week	with	trained	
directors	and	really	build	up	quite	a	comradery.		It’s	
fun.		Think	about	it.	
	
	
	



 
Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  
Pastor Paul can visit you.  

Health Concerns* 

Richard	Fernholz,	Ron	&	Sherryl	Hellenga,	Nancy	Smith,		
Margie	Whitney,	Jo	Hasse,	Mary	Gordon,	Ruth	Boerman,	Ellie	Tacke,		

Karen	Dorvinen,	Mandy	Hitesman,	Vern	and	Bev	Atwood,	
Kate	HolZreter,	Joyce	Rombouts,	Marlene	Baesch,	and	Harper	

Wiemerschlage	
 

Grand Traverse Pavilions:  Vern & Bev Attwood, Ruth Boerman 
Joy Givers:  Hazel Lautner  Boardman Lake Glens:  Inge Thomas 
French Manor:  Mary Gordon          
Culver Meadows:  Joyce  Rombouts, Karin Dorvinen                                                                                          
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Juanita Lautner   
French Manor Lafranier:  Jo Hasse 

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.   
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.   

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,  
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlen@gmail.net. 

*If	you	would	like	your	name,	or	the	name	of	a	loved	one,	to	appear	
on	this	list	which	appears	here	and	in	the	weekly	bulleKn,	please	call	
the	church	office	at	947-9880.	
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Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org? 
  
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org! 
  

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org... 





BLC	Contacts	
PLEASE	NOTE	SEVERAL	ADDRESS	UPDATES	

 
Church	Office 
Pastor	Paul	Busekist 	 	paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org 

Admin.	Asst.	Sharon	Weller 	 	admin@bethlehemtc.org	

Admin.	Aide	Renae	Wells 	 	admin@bethlehemtc.org		

Bookkeeper,	Phil		Anderson																															bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org	 

Sharon	Weller,	Music	Director 	sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org	

Alexis	Steig,	Youth	&	Outreach	Director										alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org	

Meghan	Denton,		ChrisKan	Ed	Coord.														meghan.denton@bethlehemtc.org		

Website 	 	 	www.bethlehemtc.org 

	 

Church	Council 

Jim	Parkinson,	President 	 	president.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Chuck	Ardingo,	Vice	President 	 	vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Tim	Fox,	Secretary 	 	secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Dave	Peppler,	Treasurer 	 	treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org 

Shelly	McAllister,	Financial	Sec.																								Secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org		

Phil	Anderson,	Bethlehem	Vision																					Bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org	 				 

Jan	Stretlien,	ChrisKan	Care	Giving 	 	chrisKancaregiving.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara Graf,	ChrisKan	Ed. 	 	chrisKaneducaKon@bethlehemtc.org 

LoAnn	VandeLeest,	Evangelism 	 	evangelism@bethlehemtc.org 

Chuck	Ardingo,	Fellowship 	 	fellowship.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

LoAnn	VandeLeest,	Membership 	 	membershipevangelism.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

LoAnn VandeLeest, 	Personnel 	 	personnel.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

Chuck	Ardingo,		Property 	 	property.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

Barbara	Wright,	Stewardship 	 	stewardship.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

Nancy	Downer,		Worship	and	Music 	 	worship.commieee@bethlehemec.org 

Barbara	Graf,		Youth/Y2A 	 	youth.commieee@bethlehemtc.org 

	 

If	you	have	an	interest	in	serving	on	any	of	the	above	Commieees, 

Please	contact	the	Commieee	Chairperson(s). 
15	
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Because	of	the	many	acKviKes	here	at	BLC,	this	is	only	a	parKal	calendar.		You	can	view	the	enKre	
calendar	at	hep://www.bethlehemtc.org/community-calendar	or	call	the	office	at	947-9880	for	
more	informaKon	(and	correcKons/addiKons).	


