APRIL 2022

Website: www.bethlehemtc.org
Email: bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org
Building Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Worship Times:
Sunday: 10 am Modern Worship including
Communion with service Livestreamed on
Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School during worship service
Nursery open during worship service
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth
ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care,
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship
experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus
at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

34I

give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.’ – John 13:34-35

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
The above reading from John’s gospel is one of our favorites this time of year. Each Maundy Thursday,
Jesus reminds us of our call to discipleship, not only to love one another but to serve. Jesus washing his
disciples’ feet is also a key text of inspiration for the Christian song “They’ll Know We Are Christians (By
Our Love).” So often it seems we are being tested by the world in this regard. Does service of our fellow
brother or sister mean we forgo our safety or health? Does how we respond to what happens halfway
around the world reflect our sense of “neighbor” or Christian love? The lingering challenges of Covid-19
and global effects of the Russian-Ukraine war overseas place continued stress on the world and the
body of Christ. We need grace, peace, leadership and prayer today more than ever.
Yet bright spots are emerging. This past weekend, a partner church in the area called upon Bethlehem
Saturday night to help our local Ukrainian neighbors gather donations to send back help “back home.”
Bethlehem responded quickly by purchasing food prepared by our neighbors on Sunday, March 20 th –
adding to their efforts to send thousands of dollars quickly and efficiently. As worshippers return to
Bethlehem, health professionals are now giving us helpful suggestions for our sanctuary to stave off a
virus that is not done with us yet. Though masking and other requirements have been relaxed (e.g.
masks required now only for vaccinated persons), we are looking into low-cost (or possibly no-cost)
ways of improving air flow and filtration that may go into effect as early as Holy Week. We give thanks
for the ways God shows us how to serve, using the minds and hearts God gave us.
Approaching Holy Week later this month, we continue our journey of “The Message and the
Messenger.” We examine how Christ was, is and always will be the one (divine) human to perfectly
speak the Gospel and embody it. In so doing, we too seek to use our hands, feet and voices to “be” the
gospel in smaller ways in His name. Using Eugene Peterson’s often colloquial and casual-sounding The
Message translation of the bible each Sunday and Wednesday in Lent, we explore how the spoken word
“puts flesh on” God’s love. And there is no more exciting time to do all this than when we prepare new
students to partake in their 1st Communion, also in full swing this season. On April 14th (Maundy
Thursday) we welcome five students (Aleah, Brady, Lincoln, Kate and Megan) to the altar for the first
time to celebrate this body of Christ together!
So please join us in honoring the remainder of our Lenten Wednesday nights (April 6th) along with the
Holy Week that begins on Palm Sunday and ends with the resurrection on Easter, listed below:

Palm Sunday: April 10th – 10am worship
Maundy Thursday: April 14th – 7pm worship
Good Friday: April 15th – 7pm worship
Easter Sunday: April 17th – 8am worship (in-person) and 10am worship (in-person and livestream), with a
continental breakfast at 9am.
We look forward to this special journey, as always. Much peace to you!
-Pr. Paul

A word from the President…
Did you know that the Easter bunny was actually a Lutheran? Also, the bunny used to be known as
the Easter hare. In the 1700’s German Lutherans immigrated to Pennsylvania. This is where the first
indications of an Easter bunny tradition came from. Over time this group of Lutherans became the
ULCA then the LCA and now the current ELCA. There’s still a lot of Lutherans in Pennsylvania. Though I
think Minnesota has more now!
That’s not all. At one time Germany was the world's largest producer of chocolate. See where I am
going here! Yes, the chocolate Easter bunny must be Lutheran too. The chocolate bunnies were all
solid at the start. The hollow ones were first made due the rationing during World War Two. Now
they must do that to keep cost (and calories) down.

So, when we celebrate Easter later this month think of our Lutheran heritage and our contributions
that not just Lutherans use to celebrate. When you take a bite off the ear of the chocolate bunny give
the world a smile. We all can use one now.
Mark McPherson
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Upcoming Worship Services:
April 10th, 10:00am April 14th, 7:00pm April 15th, 7:00pm April 17th, 8:00am April 17th, 9:00am April 17th, 10:00am -

Palm Sunday Service
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Easter Sunday Service
Easter Continental Breakfast
Easter Sunday Service

New Church Keys
The church council has authorized the rekeying of all locks in the church building. To
receive a new key, everyone must complete a signature form, even if you have completed
one before. Forms are available weekday at regular office hours. On Sundays, see
Leonard Graf. The change over date has not been determined. More information will
follow.

Children's Message Corner
During the shutdown, Annie began meeting with the youth biweekly to do a virtual
children's message. Now that we are back in the building we are taking that idea and
doing something new! The brand new Children's Message Corner will take place every
other Sunday on Zoom at 2:45PM and all are invited. We will have a few minutes of
Fellowship before going over the Children's Message and have a more in depth discussion
of the gospel lesson and message. To be put on the email list to receive the Zoom link
please see Annie after worship or contact her at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD STEWARD
~A good steward is trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:2, 2 Kings 12:15
~A good steward is faithful regardless of the size of the job he’s been given
~A faithful steward remembers that ultimately we work for God and everything
belongs to him. Colossians 3:23, Psalm 24:1
After God created man, he planted a garden and put Adam there to tend and keep it.
He made Adam a steward.
We are all stewards of BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH ⛪️ And as such we need to
keep you updated to how the funds and resources needed to run our church are doing.
January income was $24,206 compared to a budgeted income of $29,894 or a shortfall of
$5,683. Expenses were $35,181 compared to a budget of $29,383 resulting in spending
$5,798 more than budgeted. On a cash basis, expenses exceeded income by $10,975.
Year to date income was $49,504 compared to budgeted income of $60,017 for a shortfall for
$10,513. Expenses were $65,909 compared to the budget of $60,718 resulting in spending
$5,191 more than budgeted. On a cash basis, expenses exceeded income by $16,405.
As you can see above from the finance committee we are behind in income because the
donations have been down so far in 2022. We appreciate everyone and every donation
received but we kindly ask if you are able to contribute to our wonderful church it would be
especially appreciated in these tough financial times we are currently experiencing.
Thank you very much for your consideration
Scott Farley
Stewardship Chairman
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Dollars and Sense
Bethlehem Lutheran Church has greatly expanded our outreach into the community and
the world with our live streaming programing. We feel blessed to be able to do this and all
of our ministries here at Bethlehem. We need your support to continue this work.
Through mid-March our contributions are running behind where we should be by
$13,585.00. That is a significant shortfall that we as a congregation need to address. We
encourage you to stay current with your pledge. Together we can do more and accomplish
our vision for the future. Thank you for your support.
Jim Monroe, Your Financial Secretary

The choir hopes to continue singing one time per month on weekends when
the majority of singers are in town. If you are interested please contact Tony
Bero at 231 942-1162 or bero.tony@gmail.com

LAUNDRY BASKET PROJECT
FOR 2022: We are collecting
cleaning items to be given out
during the Baby Pantry here at
Bethlehem. There is an example
basket in the Narthex along with a
list of items needed. You may fill
an entire basket OR bring single
items if you prefer. We would like
to have baskets available
beginning in March. Thank you for
your participation!
Lent Update: As Covid numbers seem now to be heading in an
encouraging direction, we hope to ease back into Fellowship supper
gatherings this Lenten season. For April 6th, we are planning to have a
"simple soup and bread*" dinner in the Fellowship Hall, followed by worship
at 6:30. Our 1st Communion students will have class before dinner. Here's
our schedule for each night:

5:30pm - 1st Communion Class in the Youth Room along with crafts
for the younger youth at the same time in the last Sunday School
room at the end of the hall (others welcome to socialize in the Gathering
Space)
6:00pm - "A Simple Soup* at Six“
6:30pm - Brief Worship (Holden Evening Prayer, Taize, or Scripture with
Songs and short message for approximately 30 minutes)
*Our soup each night will be served also with bread, a veggie tray,
dessert, coffee and punch.
Our Lenten theme this year is "The Message and the Messenger" and will
focus during the worship message on an eclectic mix of biblical and modern
messengers of the gospel. We hope to see you then!

This year’s North/West Lower Michigan Synod
Assembly will be held virtually on Saturday, May
14th. We are looking for two individuals or a
couple from the congregation to accompany
Pastor Paul for Bethlehem’s participation. For
more information, see the synod’s website at the
link below. The deadline for registration is April
20th. Please let the office or Pr. Paul know if you
are interested:
https://www.mittensynod.org/events/assembly/
Monthly STAR
Thanks to all of you who have said that you will read the STAR on line or pick it up at
church. Those of you who come to church, be thinking if there is any member close in
your neighborhood that you could deliver their copy to them. If you have recently
decided to read on line or pick-up at church please call the office and let them know.

Due Dates for STAR/Bulletin/Screen Announcements:
STAR: The third Friday of the month sent to admin@bethlehemtc.org (Please note
STAR in subject line)
Bulletin/Verbal Announcements: Wednesday of the week sent to
admin@bethlehemtc.org (Bulletin/Worship Folder is printed on Thursday morning.)
(Please note Bulletin or Announcement in subject line)
Screen Announcements/Weekly BLC Emails: Tuesday of the week sent to
annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org (Annie works Sunday – Wednesday)
FOOD PANTRY SET TO REOPEN:
BLC is aiming to reopen its Food Pantry
on April 3 if it appears that the
temperature should be staying above
freezing. Watch for the weekly email
blast that week to know for sure. Be
watching for special deals on staples in
the coming weeks so we can refill that
cabinet. Food can always be placed in
the plastic bin below the tables by the
mailboxes.

Book Club:
For April the BLC book club will be reading
“The Stranger in the Lifeboat” by Mitch
Albom. It is a very appropriate and thought
provoking book to be reading during Lent.
THIS BOOK IS NOT AVAILABLE IN A
LIBRARY BOOK BAG SO YOU WILL NEED
TO PURCHASE OR BORROW YOURSELF
FROM THE LIBRARY. Plan to join us on
ZOOM on Tues, Apr 26 at 5:30. If you are
not already on the list send your email to
cmonroe@chartermi.net.
There are two Bible studies on Wednesdays –
9:00am-11:00am in BLC Youth Room – studying the Gospel of Matthew –
Barbara Graf is the leader
1:30pm-3:00pm by Zoom – studying :Home by Another Way” by Barbara
Brown Taylor. . It contains sermons that walk us through the church year. The
book can be ordered through Amazon - if necessary, Barbara Oster can help
with ordering. Please contact Pr. Paul if you are interested in joining. FYI –
the group will not meet on April 13 or April 20.
Stony Lake Camp Registration is open and free to all young campers
interested! The deadline has been extended indefinitely and there is still
room! Please register online as soon as possible and let Annie know! The
week Bethlehem Adult Leaders will be there is Week 1 (June 19 – 24) so
make sure you register for that week! Reach out to Annie either after
worship or at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org with any questions or
concerns.

A big thank you to all who turned in Olesons receipts. We have received $276.88
from Olesons so far this year. Please continue to drop your Olesons receipts off at
church..

Bethlehem Skiing at Crystal Mountain

Sabbatical Forum

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom & Lee Miller,
Margie Whitney, Ellie Tacke, Rose Taylor,
Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer, Dirk,
Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Tom Woodworth,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, John Stretlien,
Russ Luttinen, Sherry, Leroy Schlagel,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Sean Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,
Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Henschell,
Sharon Vanmeter, Margaret Hutchinson,
Carol Collins, Patience Lambert,
Denoyer Family, Amy Stagg
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme): Priscilla Thompson
Hospital Visits: Please let the church office know if you are going
into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so
Pastor Paul can visit you.
BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.
For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call
the church office at 947-9880.
Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Rebecca Eaton

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil Anderson

bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

, Music Director
Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org
Website

www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council
Mark McPherson, President

president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Vice President

vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary

secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Treasurer

treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.

financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Hinds, Christian Care Giving

christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Christian Ed.

christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship

fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism

membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Property

property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel

personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Scott Farley, Stewardship

stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Denice Bossardet, Worship and Music

worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage, Youth/Y2A

youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,
Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

Monthly donation: 1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80. Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free
Questions??? Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com. Make
checks payable to BLC…put “Star Ad” on envelope.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1050 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
www.bethlehemtc.org
231.947.9880

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

WELCOME BACK, however
you may join us!!!☺

