DECEMBER 2021

Website: www.bethlehemtc.org
Email: bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org
Building Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Worship Times:
Sunday: 10 am Modern Worship including
Communion with service Livestreamed on
Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School during worship service
Nursery open during worship service
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth
ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care,
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship
experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus
at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Luke 2:19

One of my all-time favorite New Testament readings can only be found in the gospel of
Luke, specifically the moment when Mary the mother of Jesus appeared to take in the
incredible news of her pregnancy with incredible poise and reflection: “But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” (Lk 2:19) So many words, so
many life transitions…with so much grace.
Every now and then we look back to the year prior and ponder…Where were we a year
ago? What messages of joy, anxiousness and Advent were we all holding in our hearts?
How were we preparing for Jesus then…and now?
So perhaps we should look back to a paragraph in last December’s STAR: “With this
month’s Wednesday night virtual “Collaborative Advent Season” services (partnering
with three sister churches) and our virtual and outdoor “Story and Carols” Christmas Eve
worship offerings, we look toward 2021 with a sense of hope and promise, and we strive
to emerge from this unusual era with new ways of coming together and being church in
our community and world. You can expect us to keep innovating, reaching out and praying
for openness to the Spirit together in the days and weeks ahead.”
A year later, we are once again called to live fully in the present while looking forward to a
new Advent, a new Christmas, and soon a new year in 2022. We do that still living in an
unusual era, with renewed awareness and care, but also with new confidence, new hope
and a new approach. I hope you can join us each Wednesday night in December, for
Advent weeks 1 through 3 (6:30pm worship, 7pm dessert and fellowship), Blue Christmas
on week 4 (December 22nd) and of course Christmas Eve for one of three in-person
services (see further pages in the STAR for times and formats).
Service offerings will be available online via live stream or pre-recorded “2.0” worship.
Advent night content for December 1, 8 and 15 will feature fireside chats with some of our
very own members (Laura Acker, Maureen Bauer, Tina Dohm, and Scott Farley) exploring
our Advent theme “Something Old, Something New, Something Blessed, and Something
Blue.” We hope to have a few other special guests for our annual “Blue Christmas”
service on Wednesday night, December 22nd.
Until then, once again, we ”ponder” and prepare for the birth of Christ together, wishing
you every blessing, continued prayer and peace. Happy Advent & Merry Christmas!
In peace,
Pastor Paul

A message from the President...
Thanksgiving has now officially moved into the Advent season. I always
thought that the Christmas season begin when you saw Santa Claus at the end
of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Of course, if you shop at Hobby
Lobby the Christmas season began back in July.
The Christian New Year’s Day is the first day of Advent. We can put away the
green paraments that have been on the altar for almost all of the last 26
Sundays. Now we are in for a 26 week stretch of a variety of colors as well as
a new church year to look forward to.
Look for the schedule of services during Advent to attend or participate at
home. Make your own Advent Wreath and light a candle each Sunday.
Be safe this holiday season,
Mark McPherson
===================================================================================

Bethlehem Craft Fair
Thanks to Patty Leibenguth

Help your church AND perhaps save a tree!!!
Your council made the decision to send the STAR to members during this time
of separation to help all stay connected. However, with the cost of paper and
postage this does become a large expense using money that may be better
spent on some other worthy cause. We are committed to keeping you
informed but we are hoping that more of you will make a commitment to either
reading the STAR on-line or agreeing to have the STAR placed in your church
mailbox or stopping at church anytime and grabbing one from the STAR box
in front of church. All of your council members have agreed to this.
Copies of the STAR will still be given out the first weekend of the month. But,
if you cannot be there and you are willing to do any of the above please leave
a message in the office at 947-9880 indicating your preference or catch Cindy
Monroe on Sunday mornings so we can make that change for you. And
please be patient…we volunteers sometimes make a mistake regarding
preferences. Just gently remind us and eventually we will get it right.

FINANCIAL NEWS

October income was $35,346 compared to budgeted income of $31,063 for a
gain of $4,283. Expenses were $25,319 compared to budget of $30,130
resulted in spending $4,811 less than budgeted. On a cash basis, income
exceeded expenses by $10,027.
Year to date income was $295,566 compared to budgeted income of $316,161
for a shortfall of $20,594. Expenses were $292,726 compared to budget of
$315,961 resulted in spending $23,235 less than budgeted. On a cash basis,
income exceeded expenses by $2,841.

Join us for Advent and Christmas:
Wednesday December 1st – 6:30PM Service | 7PM Dessert & Fellowship
Wednesday December 8th – 6:30PM Service | 7PM Dessert & Fellowship
Wednesday December 15th – 6:30PM Service | 7PM Dessert & Fellowship
Wednesday December 22nd – 6:30PM Blue Christmas Service (no dessert)
Friday December 24th —4:00PM Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary)
Friday December 24th —6:00PM Christmas Eve Service with Luminaries (East
Lawn)
Friday December 24th —8:00PM Holden Evening Prayer with Christmas Carols
(Sanctuary)
(4:00PM and 8:00PM services will be Livestreamed)
CHRISTMAS AT TRAVERSE CITY HIGH SCHOOL IS BACK! Christmas is
right around the corner and we have a list of items needed by the students.
Near the gathering space there is a list of items desired. Please return and
place in the box provided BY DECEMBER 12TH. DO NOT WRAP GIFTS.
NO HATS OR SCARVES ARE NEEDED. Thank you for supporting the 22nd
year from Bethlehem!

Choir news:
The choir hopes to continue singing one
time per month on weekends when the
majority of singers are in town. If you are
interested and have not already been
contacted by Cindy Monroe, please leave
her a voice or text message at 231 6310887 or send an email
cmonroe@chartermi.net
The BLC community pantry has been the wish of a BLC
member who chooses to remain anonymous. Through
his gentle coaxing your current council decided that the
time was right for BLC to have its own pantry due to its
unique location. A sturdy cupboard has been purchased,
assembled and placed outside the kitchen door thru a grant
from the Trapp family. A huge thank you to everyone who
has donated so generously. Please keep the pantry in
mind whenever you are shopping special deals at your
favorite store. If you can get 2 for the price of one, and
really don’t need an extra, please bring it to church. There
will always be a blue container under the giving table by the
mailboxes where you can place your extra items. We
appreciated your donations, but please check
expiration dates if you are selecting items from your
personal cupboard. We do not want to donate “bad”
food to “good” people.

Pecans have been ordered based on the
pre-orders we received. An email from the
company during Thanksgiving week
stated that delivery has been delayed due
to supply chain and staffing issues with
Schermer Pecans. All of you who
ordered pecans will be notified as soon as
we receive the shipment.

It is with joy and sadness that I write this message to
the pastor and members of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church as Lee and I prepare to depart from Traverse
City to reside closer to our seven children in Kansas,
Colorado and South Dakota. We sincerely
appreciated the celebration service on Sunday as we
attended one of our last services at the church
Our time at this church these many years has been far
more rewarding than we could have ever imagined in
a lifetime. Your thought, prayers, messages, cards
and gifts have been far more important to us than you
could know or expect. Each of you will continue to be
in our thoughts and prayers in the future.
May the good Lord continue to be with each and every
one of you.
God loves you all!
Thomas B. and Leona F. Miller

New Address as of 12/5/21
Tom & Lee Miller
9201 Foster
Overland Park, KS 66212
231-409-0710

The BLC book club is taking a break for the month of
Dec. A book club bag will be obtained for the library for the
January book. In order to not have the book bag be
overdue it can only be checked out 6 weeks before our next
meeting on Jan 25, 2022. As soon as the bag of books is
obtained it will be in the plastic container by the front door.
Watch for an email from Cindy Monroe or the weekly
church email to inform you that the book is available.

A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. We
just received a check from them for $179.90. So far this year, we have
received $435.52 total from Olesons’ receipts. Please continue to turn in your
Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. Thanks again.
There are two Bible studies on Wednesdays – both
are studying the Gospel of Matthew. One is from
9:00am-11:00am in the Youth Room here at BLC.
Barbara Graf is the leader. The second one is from
1:30pm—3:00pm and is held through Zoom. For
information on how to access that study, please
contact Pr Paul.

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom & Lee Miller,
Margie Whitney, Ellie Tacke, Rose Taylor,
Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer, Dirk,
Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Logan Goodson,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, John Stretlien,
George Ammann, Russ Luttinen, Sherry,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,
Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Hentschel,
Sharon Vanmeter, Margaret Hutchinson,
Diane Hoffman, Carol Collins

Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme): Priscilla Thompson
Orchard Creek: Margaret Hutchinson
Hospital Visits: Please let the church office know if you are going
into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so
Pastor Paul can visit you.
BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.
For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call
the church office at 947-9880.
Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Rebecca Eaton

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil Anderson

bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

, Music Director
Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org
Website

www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council
Mark McPherson, President

president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Vice President

vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary

secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Treasurer

treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.

financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Hinds, Christian Care Giving

christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Christian Ed.

christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship

fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism

membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Property

property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel

personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Scott Farley, Stewardship

stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Denice Bossardet, Worship and Music

worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage, Youth/Y2A

youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,
Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

Monthly donation: 1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80. Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free
Questions??? Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae
Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com. Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae
Wells name on envelope.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1050 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
www.bethlehemtc.org
231.947.9880

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

WELCOME BACK to all
who feel comfortable!!!☺

