
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Office Hours:  
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Worship Times:

Sunday: 10 am Modern Worship including 
Communion with service Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School during worship service
Nursery open during worship service
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

NOVEMBER 2021



Friends in Christ at Bethlehem…What’s “new”?

November is a season of reflection in the church and a time when we prepare for something new. 
Perhaps we don’t think of it as a moment for “rivers in the desert” as Isaiah says above, but it is a 
little like that. Having officially passed the year-and-a-half-point of living into and through the “desert 
wilderness” of Covid, now it’s fair to say we’re all looking for God “to do a new thing.” Thanksgiving 
and the journey beyond November are the perfect times for us to start something fresh in the next 
liturgical cycle (Year C, Luke’s gospel) as we embrace the season of Advent, which literally translates 
into “the arrival of a notable person, thing, or event.” For Christians, that “arrival” is in the person, 
event and “new thing” of Jesus Christ, who is indeed coming soon!

Perhaps here are a couple ways to enter into this Advent and the coming year together:

• “REDiGo!”– As mentioned in a stewardship campaign temple talk, Bethlehem wraps up our 

previous 10-year vision from 2012 next year. A new 3-5 year vision next year would keep us on track 
for moving forward. But before that, I invite you all to think of a new pre-visioning acronym: 

REDiGo. “R” is for Reflection, and there’s no better time than Advent to reflect.; perhaps our 

Advent conversations will help us begin those thoughts together. Next comes “E” for 

Exploration: trying out small pivots and improvements like our new BLC Food Pantry kiosk and a 
wonderful “refresh” initiative coming from a group of conscientious members after the first of the 

year (details forthcoming.) The “Di” is for Discernment as we start to put pen to paper toward 

our new vision together. And finally “Go!” is just that: Go charging into our next vision together, 

possibly as soon as the latter half of 2022. Are we ready, friends? Will we be “REDiGo” next year?

• Advent 2021 and Theme: “Something Old, Something New, Something Blessed, 
and Something Blue.” While the theme itself may be a bit ‘borrowed,’ the emphasis for this 
year’s Advent will be on hearing your stories…We look backward at the past year, and forward to 
a new beginning, with a casual video interview format. (Hint: We have two volunteers already and 
could use another!) What are the things you treasure from the past? What are the events, people 
and things you hope for in the future? And how has God has blessed you through it all? Each 
Wednesday in Advent we focus on those themes, with special emphasis December 22nd on 
“Something Blue.” Then we celebrate the “Longest Night” as winter officially begins and daylight 
is most sparse. December 22nd will be our annual Blue Christmas worship. Each Advent night this 
year will begin with worship at 6:30pm (note: not a meal beforehand this year) and will conclude 
with a dessert and fellowship following (Dec. 1, 8 & 15) at 7pm or a few minutes afterward. Look for 
Connie’s famous pies and perhaps a few other treats...‘Dessert’ goodness awaits. ☺

Looking forward to the upcoming season of Thanksgiving and Advent together with you. In peace…

- Pastor Paul

“I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth…I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

- Isaiah 43:19a,c



A thought from the President…

Twenty years ago Kathy and I went into New York City for the Thanksgiving Day parade. We were 

living in Connecticut at the time and had always thought about going. 9/11 happened ten weeks 

earlier. My father just passed away. It was a week after the funeral. He was a New Yorker so it was 

fitting to go and remember. There was thought that the parade would be canceled. The city decided 

that they needed to have the parade to be thankful to all who came to its need after the attack. 

They wondered if anyone would show. Maybe too scared after what just happened.

We took the train into the city. The closer we got more people got on. Grand Central Station was 

busy. Others there making there was to the Subway for the trip to the west side of Manhattan next 

to Central Park. Walking the rest of the way we found a spot by the beginning of the parade and 

waited for the start. Both sides of the avenue were filling up. Eight, nine, ten deep. There were many 

families. People were talking to each other and asking where they were from. Kids were playing 

football with the police officers in the street. Cheers and claps for anyone in a uniform. Being 

thankful was in the heart of the city on that day.

Even with what we have been through most of these last two years let us give pause and be 

thankful. Be thankful for our families, our friends, our community, our first responders, our front line 

workers, our church, our council, our Pastor, our staff, our faith, any one else important to us and 

ourselves.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Mark McPherson

2021/2022 BLC Council: Scott Farley, Laura Hahn, Denice Bossardet, Jim Monroe, Cindy Monroe, Mark 
McPherson, Gail Goldsmith, Pr Paul Busekist, Maureen Bauer, Paul Wiemerslage, Leonard Graf, Jim Hinds
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GIVING STATEMENTS AVAILABLE

Your individual giving statements are will be available in your mailbox in the Narthex 

beginning October 7, 2021.  The statement covers giving from January through 

September 2021.  Please pick them up at your convenience.  To save on postage, I will 

mail out the ones not picked up by the end of October.  Thank you for your generous 

support for the programs and ministries of your church even during these uncertain times.

Your Bookkeeper

FINANCIAL NEWS

September income was $28,214 compared to budgeted income of $31,313 for a shortfall of 

$3,098.  Expenses were $28,479 compared to budget of $31,296 which resulted in 

spending $2,818 less than budgeted.  On a cash basis, expenses exceeded income by 

$264.

Year to date income was $260,221 compared to budgeted income of $285,098 for a 

shortage of $24,877.  Expenses were $267,407 compared to budget of $285,831 which 

resulted in spending $18,424 less than budgeted.   On a cash basis, expenses have exceed 

income by $7,166.  Therefore over the nine months of this year, BLC fell short of covering 

expenses by $7,166.

Help your church AND perhaps save a tree!!!

Your council made the decision to send the STAR to members 

during this time of separation to help all stay connected.  

However, with the cost of paper and postage this does become a 

large expense using money that may be better spent on some 

other worthy cause.  We are committed to keeping you informed 

but we are hoping that more of you will make a commitment to 

either reading the STAR on-line or agreeing to have the STAR 

placed in your church mailbox or stopping at church anytime and 

grabbing one from the STAR box in front of church.  All of your 

council members have agreed to this.

Copies of the STAR will still be given out the first weekend of the 

month.  But, if you cannot be there and you are willing to do any of 

the above please leave a message in the office at 947-9880 

indicating your preference or catch Cindy Monroe on Sunday 

mornings so we can make that change for you.  And please be 

patient…we volunteers sometimes make a mistake regarding 

preferences.  Just gently remind us and eventually we will get it 

right.





Choir news:

The choir hopes to continue singing one 

time per month on weekends when the 

majority of singers are in town.  If you are 

interested and have not already been 

contacted by Cindy Monroe, please leave 

her a voice or text message at 231 631-

0887 or send an email 

cmonroe@chartermi.net

The BLC community pantry has been the wish of a BLC 

member who chooses to remain anonymous. Through 

his gentle coaxing your current council decided that the 

time was right for BLC to have its own pantry due to its 

unique location. A sturdy cupboard has been purchased, 

assembled and placed outside the kitchen door thru a grant 

from the Trapp family. A huge thank you to everyone who 

has donated so generously.  Please keep the pantry in 

mind whenever you are shopping special deals at your 

favorite store.  If you can get 2 for the price of one, and 

really don’t need an extra, please bring it to church. There 

will always be a blue container under the giving table by the 

mailboxes where you can place your extra items. We 

appreciated your donations, but please check 

expiration dates if you are selecting items from your 

personal cupboard.  We do not want to donate “bad” 

food to “good” people.

On September 26th we welcomed:

Clark Rasmussen sponsored by Jim 

Hinds

Jason Nellist sponsored by Shelly Nellist

On October 31st we welcomed:

Marilyn and John Halstead sponsored by 

Ron and Marilyn Dork



Pecans have been ordered based on the pre-orders we 

received. We will have a few left of the cases that we ordered 

for the Dark Chocolate Pecans, Caramel Clusters and the Plain 

Pecans.  The Cinnamon Glazed pecans are sold out.  If you are 

interested in any of the remaining pecans, please contact 

Barbara Oster at 231-668-7038 or beo6475@yahoo.com.

The bags are $12 each and are perfect for holiday gifts, hostess 

gifts or just plain munching.  Delivery should be in mid to late 

November.

Installation of BLC Council 

Sunday Communion

mailto:beo6475@yahoo.com


Book club:  The book selection for November is Murder on 

the Orient Express by Agatha Christie. We decided to 

celebrate this prolific author by selecting one of her books 

since she wrote her first book 101 years ago!  What better 

book is there than this as we get ready to hunker down for 

winter snows.  If you don’t want to read it, you can always 

watch the movie!   We will meet by ZOOM at 5:30 on 

Tuesday November 23.  If you are not already on the list for 

the Zoom meeting you can send your email to 

cmonroe@chartermi.net.

A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. We 

just received a check from them for $179.90. So far this year, we have 

received $435.52 total from Olesons’ receipts. Please continue to turn in your 

Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. Thanks again.

STAR and Bulletin Deadlines

To be sure that your article or announcement is in STAR or Bulletin issue that you 

want, please note the following deadlines:  

STAR: by the third Wednesday of the month

Bulletin: by the Wednesday before each weekend 

Submission by email is preferred (admin@bethlehemtc.org) with either the word STAR 

or Bulletin in the subject line.  Please write exactly what you want in the article or 

announcement.  Be sure to include all pertinent information about your event, i.e. 

dates, time, location, etc. You can put it in the body of the email or as an attachment as 

a Word doc or .pdf.   Also, please include the month(s) for the STAR issue or the 

date(s) for the Bulletin issue that you need your article or announcement included.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Barbara Oster when she works in the office on 

Mondays.

Also note that if you want an announcement on the weekly PowerPoint, please send to 

annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.

There are two Bible studies on Wednesdays – both are studying the Gospel 

of Matthew.  One is from 9:00am-11:00am in the Youth Room here at BLC.  

Barbara Graf is the leader.   The second one is from 1:30pm—3:00pm and is 

held through Zoom.  For information on how to access that study, please 

contact Pr Paul.









Parking 

Lot 

Communion

Sacred Grounds Dedication



Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  

Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom & Lee Miller,
Margie Whitney, Ellie Tacke, Rose Taylor,

Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer, Dirk,
Alvin Kober,  Lynn Hoyt, Logan Goodson,

Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, John Stretlien,  
George Ammann, Russ Luttinen, Sherry,

Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,
Betty Evans, Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Hentschel, 

Sharon Vanmeter, Margaret Hutchinson, 
Diane Hoffman, Carol Collins

Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme):  Priscilla Thompson
Orchard Creek: Margaret Hutchinson

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.  

More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.  

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion, 

call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear 
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call 
the church office at 947-9880.

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES

Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Rebecca Eaton admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil  Anderson                              bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

, Music Director

Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director  annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org

Website                                                                www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Mark McPherson, President president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Vice President vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Treasurer treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.                      financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Hinds, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Christian Ed. christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

,  Property property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Scott Farley, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Denice Bossardet, Worship and Music worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage,  Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

mailto:paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:admin@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:admin@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
mailto:president.council@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:treasurur@bethlehemtc..org
mailto:Secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:property.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org


Monthly donation:  1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80.   Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free

Questions???  Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae 

Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com.  Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae 

Wells name on envelope.

mailto:mzbright9006@yahoo.com
mailto:wellsrenae17411@gmail.com




Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1050 Peninsula Drive

Traverse City, MI 49686

www.bethlehemtc.org

231.947.9880

WELCOME BACK to all 

who feel comfortable!!!☺

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/

