
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  
Monday ςThursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Office Hours:  
Monday ςThursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Our VisionΧ
ñAs a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a ñcampus 

at the crossroadsò for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.ò

Worship Times:

Sunday:10 am Modern Worship including 
Communion with service Livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

JULY 2021



Numbers 6:24-26
New King James Version
24ñTheLORD bless you and keep you;
25 The LORD make His face shine upon you,

And be gracious to you;
26 The LORD [a]lift up His countenance upon you,

Andgive you peace.ò ô

ñMay the Lord bless you and 

keep youéò

Dear Bethlehem brothers and sisters,

July is often a time of summer excitement, sabbath/rest and valuable time with 

friends and family. After nearly a year and a half of us all trying to figure out what 

is next and how to deal with life in a global pandemic, I thought I might model 

that sense of pause and renewal with a very short and thankful message. I am 

thankful for your understanding, affirmation and hard work as we have 

journeyed together during 2020 and 2021, and I am thankful for the renewal 

time Council has granted me for later this month (see next page for more 

details.) When I return, I plan to offer some new thoughts from feedback I have 

received, and a few ideas of my own as we continue this journey.

It has been a transformative year for all of us, and I believe itôs time (after some 

reflection and renewal this summer!), for us all to hopefully begin visioning and 

gearing up for a refreshed future together. Below is the scriptural source of a 

familiar worship benediction. May God be with us all ïin many, renewed and 

various ways!

-Pr. Paul

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%206%3A24-26&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-3850a


A Special Note from Council & Personnel: Council apologizes for the lateness in 

informing the congregation of the upcoming leave for Pastor Paul.  He will be gone 

during the time of July 14- August 3 for a time of Pastoral Renewal, as suggested and 

approved by Council this spring.  After his work keeping our church up and running 

through COVID and almost solely instituting Live-streaming, Pastor Paul was nearing 

burnout. Research was done and it was found that many churches within our Synod and 

throughout the ELCA and beyond, are providing a period of time for Pastors to renew 

and reflect away from the persistent obligations of the church. This is not a vacation, nor 

is it a Sabbatical, but a time for intentional reflection and exploration, for drinking again 

from Godôs life-giving waters, and for regaining enthusiasm and creativity for 

ministry. Pastor is three years past the intended summer sabbatical we had hoped to 

provide him at the seven year mark, and it will take council at least two years to plan and 

have a grant written for such a time away. So Council felt this was a good way to provide 

relief quickly. Pastor Paul has done the work to insure all services and pastoral care 

have ministerial coverage during his renewal time absence. We wish Pastor well and are 

excited to have a ñhealthier himò back in early August.If you should have any questions, 

please contact Council Vice President Mark McPherson at 850-658-1554.

Maureen Bauer, Personnel Chair










