JULY 2021

Website: www.bethlehemtc.org
Email: bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Worship Times:

Building Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Sunday: 10 am Modern Worship including
Communion with service Livestreamed on
Facebook and YouTube
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth
ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care,
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship
experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus
at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

“May the Lord bless you and
keep you…”

Dear Bethlehem brothers and sisters,
July is often a time of summer excitement, sabbath/rest and valuable time with
friends and family. After nearly a year and a half of us all trying to figure out what
is next and how to deal with life in a global pandemic, I thought I might model
that sense of pause and renewal with a very short and thankful message. I am
thankful for your understanding, affirmation and hard work as we have
journeyed together during 2020 and 2021, and I am thankful for the renewal
time Council has granted me for later this month (see next page for more
details.) When I return, I plan to offer some new thoughts from feedback I have
received, and a few ideas of my own as we continue this journey.
It has been a transformative year for all of us, and I believe it’s time (after some
reflection and renewal this summer!), for us all to hopefully begin visioning and
gearing up for a refreshed future together. Below is the scriptural source of a
familiar worship benediction. May God be with us all – in many, renewed and
various ways!
-Pr. Paul

Numbers 6:24-26
New King James Version
24 “The LORD bless you

and keep you;
25 The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
26 The LORD [a]lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.” ’

A Special Note from Council & Personnel: Council apologizes for the lateness in
informing the congregation of the upcoming leave for Pastor Paul. He will be gone
during the time of July 14- August 3 for a time of Pastoral Renewal, as suggested and
approved by Council this spring. After his work keeping our church up and running
through COVID and almost solely instituting Live-streaming, Pastor Paul was nearing
burnout. Research was done and it was found that many churches within our Synod and
throughout the ELCA and beyond, are providing a period of time for Pastors to renew
and reflect away from the persistent obligations of the church. This is not a vacation, nor
is it a Sabbatical, but a time for intentional reflection and exploration, for drinking again
from God’s life-giving waters, and for regaining enthusiasm and creativity for
ministry. Pastor is three years past the intended summer sabbatical we had hoped to
provide him at the seven year mark, and it will take council at least two years to plan and
have a grant written for such a time away. So Council felt this was a good way to provide
relief quickly. Pastor Paul has done the work to insure all services and pastoral care
have ministerial coverage during his renewal time absence. We wish Pastor well and are
excited to have a “healthier him” back in early August. If you should have any questions,
please contact Council Vice President Mark McPherson at 850-658-1554.
Maureen Bauer, Personnel Chair

FINANCIAL NEWS
May income came in at $33,429 compared to a budget of $32,361 resulting in a surplus of
income against budget of $1,068. On the expense side we came in at $24,675 compared to
a budget of $29,845 resulting in spending $5,171 under budget. From a purely budget
perspective we ended the month $6,238 ahead. From a cash flow perspective income of
$33,429 exceeded expense of $24,675 leaving us ahead $8,754 for the month. Note our
electric bill which approximates $1,200 has not been received…despite efforts to pay…so
cash flow is tempered somewhat until that bill is paid.
Year to date income came in at $147,267 compared to a budget of $160,396 resulting in a
shortage of income against budget of $13,129. On the expense side we came in at
$145,254 compared to a budget of $160,614 resulting in spending $15,360 under budget.
From a purely budget perspective we have received $13,129 less than budgeted but at the
same time spent $15,360 less than budgeted creating a positive variance of $2,231. From a
cash flow perspective (the more accurate way to look at how BLC is doing), income of
$147,267 exceeded expense of $145,254 leaving us ahead 2,013 year to date. Note we
have not paid an electric bill for two months in a row as the electric company is behind in
billing. If you add in the expense of April and May electric bills we are actually at a
breakeven point from a cash flow perspective. When we speak of cash flow, think of your
personal checkbook. Money comes in and money goes out. When money coming in equals
money going out you have a breakeven month.
Just a quick note on BLC’s Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) loan of $27,125. BLC has
incurred the necessary $27,125 in payroll expense since being funded in March 2021. We
can now apply for “forgiveness” of the loan from the government. Since we have met all
requirements of the loan we are confident forgiveness will be granted and any loan
repayment obligations removed.

A Stewardship Word…
Going into the summer months offerings generally run low. This summer is no exception.
What is a little different is coming out of a Pandemic with lower than normal offerings
especially from the plate. Bethlehem is more physically open than it has been in the last 15
months. We can be very grateful for this positive change. We are able to worship together
in the Sanctuary or at home with Livestream. Please be mindful of your offerings.
Sometimes this is hard to remember when you’re watching from home or to leave it in the
vase in the back of the Sanctuary on Sunday. Electronic giving is the easiest way to
remember.
Thank You for your ongoing support of the ministry at Bethlehem.

STAR and Bulletin Deadlines

To be sure that your article or announcement is in STAR or Bulletin issue that you want,
please note the following deadlines:
STAR: by the third Wednesday of the month
Bulletin: by the Wednesday before each weekend
Submission by email is preferred ( admin@bethlehemtc.org ) with either the word STAR or
Bulletin in the subject line. Please write exactly what you want in the article or
announcement. Be sure to include all pertinent information about your event, i.e. dates, time,
location, etc. You can put it in the body of the email or as an attachment as a Word doc or a
.pdf. Also, please include the month(s) for the STAR issue or the date(s) for the Bulletin
issue that you need your article or announcement included. If you have any questions,
please contact Barbara Oster at admin@bethlehemtc.org. Please note that Barbara shares
this email address with the Administrative Assistant, Rebecca, who does not produce the
Star.

The BLC book club will meet via ZOOM at 5:30 on Tues,
July 27. We will be discussing The Only Woman in the Room
by Marie Benedict. If you are not already on the list and want
to be added to the group for July just send your email to Cindy
Monroe at cmonroe@chartermi.net.

A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons receipts to Bethlehem. We just
received a check from them for $255.62. Please continue to turn in your receipts to
church.

HONORING GOD’S CREATION
Since 2019 we have been enjoying Bethlehem's "Honoring God's Creation" column so
ably organized by Judy Strickland. The time has come that Judy has decided to step
down. So that we may continue with this excellent information, this is a request for
contributions from the congregation. You can do as a one time submission or you
can step in to organize the column. Topics can include gardening, recycling or saving
the planet. This is a great way to take care of your BLC family. Please contact
Barbara Oster at admin@bethlehemtc.org if you would like to participate.

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom Miller, Margie Whitney,
Ellie Tacke, Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer,
Marleen Baesch, Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, John Stretlien,
Ben Farley, Jennifer Mowers, George Ammann,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,
Betty Evans, Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Hentschel, Jon Waters,
Robert & Carman Waters, Sharon Vanmeter
Homebound: Marleen Baesch
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Marinan Bradford
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme): Priscilla Thompson
Grand Traverse Pavilions: Roy Dumond
Hospital Visits: Please let the church office know if you are going
into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so
Pastor Paul can visit you.
BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.
For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call
the church office at 947-9880.
Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Rebecca Eaton

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil Anderson

bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

, Music Director
Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org
Website

www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council
Leonard Graf, President

president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Vice President

vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary

secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

, Treasurer

treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.

financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

, Christian Care Giving

christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Christian Ed.

christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship

fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism

membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Property

property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel

personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Stewardship

stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Worship and Music

worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage, Youth/Y2A

youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,
Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

Monthly donation: 1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80. Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free
Questions??? Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae
Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com. Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae
Wells name on envelope.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1050 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
www.bethlehemtc.org
231.947.9880

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

WELCOME BACK to all
who feel comfortable!!!☺

