
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Office Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Worship Times:
(In-person worship currently postponed; 

offering “virtual worship” due to Covid-19)

Saturday: 5 pm Celebrate! Worship
Sunday: 8:30 am Traditional Worship

9:45 am Education Hour
11 am Modern Worship

Communion at all services

MAY 2021

TBD



“19We love because [God] first 
loved us.” – 1 John 4

Friends, there are so many great verses from 1 John 4, also known as the 2nd lesson for Sunday, May 
2nd (also known as the 5th Sunday after Easter!) This is the week when Jesus tells us that he “is the 
vine, and we are the branches,” and also the week when John’s letter tells us that “God is love” and 
that to love one another is to love God.

Christ’s message of connection (to the “de-vine”) and John’s message of love are essentially one in 
the same. We love because God loved us, and we are connected with life and love because we are 
connected by grace to God. This month of May is one in which Bethlehem looks forward with hope to 
new connections, new relationships and hopefully new freedoms to gather more fully together as the 
spring and summer progress. We continue to worship both in-person (in the sanctuary and parking 
lot communion) and virtually (via our new live stream setup and with continued Wednesday night 
”2.0” content.)

For Wednesday nights, David Husser, Zeke Clemons and I are working to create new music and a more 
pared-down format for “2.0” soon. The thought is to (1) try new music styles (perhaps Jazz, 
Contemporary, etc) as well as (2) shorten the total Wednesday service time to more like 20 minutes 
instead of 30 to 40 minutes. For example, you may see something called “Rhythm and Hymns” soon 
along with “A Taste of Taize” and “A Touch of Holden” in the weeks ahead. We plan for these worship 
opportunities to be a little less polished, but no less meaningful. Other NEW additions to our virtual 
content are the “almost-final” versions of my sermons each weekend – called “Take 2” – with the 
goal of having just the sermon uploaded each Saturday by 5pm, along with the occasional Facebook 
Live check-in by Pastor Paul, as time permits. 

All the virtual content mentioned above will be found either on our current Facebook video page or 
our NEW YouTube Live Stream account. You can also find the links for those online offerings at 
www.bethlehemtc.org/live-stream. We hope you enjoy.

Finally, I mention all the above, with one eye on keeping Bethlehem’s new electronic presence alive 
and the other eye on balancing our online connections with ministry that becomes more and more 
personal and in-person-.As we further emerge from the fog and restrictions of our Covid-19 reality, my 
prayer is that we might find new ways to be church – using some of  the ways we used to be, and 
some of the new ways we get to be. Zoom meetings won’t always be a necessity, but they are now 
always an option. And if we can take away anything from the past year, it’s that God has given us 
more avenues to connect with one another. So we hold both the past and the future in the ever-
revealed present…and we ask for The Spirit’s guidance while searching for new staffing, teamwork  
and vision  in the days and weeks ahead.

Please join me as we move forward always – together, on this journey – with God and with love. 
Shalom, and do not be afraid.

- Pr. Paul

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/live-stream














HONORING GOD’S CREATION
Since 2019 we have been enjoying Bethlehem's "Honoring God's Creation" column so 

ably organized by Judy Strickland.   The time has come that Judy has decided to step 

down.  So that we may continue with this excellent information, this is a request for 

contributions from the congregation.   You can do as a one time submission or you can 

step in to organize the column.  Topics can include gardening, recycling or saving the 

planet.  This is a great way to take care of your BLC family.  Please contact Barbara Oster 

at admin@bethlehemtc.org if you would like to participate.

The BLC book club will meet via ZOOM at 5:30 on Tuesday 

May 25.  We will be discussing This Tender Land by William Kent 

Krueger.  The author lives in Minnesota where BLC book club 

founders Dave and Laurie Gabel now reside.  They have 

graciously agreed to lead the discussion of this amazing book.  If 

you are not already on the list and want to be added to the group 

for May just send your email to Cindy Monroe at 

cmonroe@chartermi.net.

A big thank you to those who have turned in Oleson’s receipts. For 2020, we received a 

total of $545.66. Please continue saving your Oleson’s receipts for Bethlehem.  Please 

drop them off in the bin under the mailbox counter. Thanks.

Kudos to Norm Fred

From the Record-Eagle “Cheers” Column

To those who recently helped with one of the most audacious 

cleanup projects in the city’s history.  

The target was a series of homeless encampment near and below the Goodwill Inn on 

Keystone Road.  When the work detail was over, volunteers had bagged and filled an American 

Waste truck with a staggering 6 tons of garbage that had been accumulating for years on the 

property, part of which is owned by the city and part of which belongs to Garfield Township. 

Afterward, the organizer of the cleanup, retired dentist Norm Fred, the indefatigable 81-

year-old founder of the nonprofit Boardman River Clean Sweep, was ecstatic.  

“I’ve done a lot of cleanups, but this was the biggest one-day cleanup we’ve ever done, by far, 

in terms of the amount of trash,” he said.  “Cleaning that up was a triumph.”

Sharon Weller announced her resignation from her positions as Music Coordinator/Choir 

Director and Administrative Assistant.  Her last day on staff at Bethlehem was Sunday, April 

4th.  We give thanks for all the wonderful work, music and ministry Sharon has shared with us 

these last few years.  She has helped our congregation through our many challenges during 

the COVID pandemic as well as the many changes to help our church move forward 

technologically to allow for our parishioners to have a choice to view our services at home.  

We wish Sharon all the best, and may God bless her and keep her always.  Sharon, you will 

be missed!



Summer is just around the corner and 

here at Bethlehem we're planning a 

new exciting VBS Adventure not only 

for your kids...but for the entire family!  

Are you looking for a safe, friendly and fun 

environment that you can all enjoy 

together?  Then sign up today for Great 

Bible Reef One Day VBS!  This outdoor 

fun-filled vacation bible school is for the 

young and the young at heart for one day 

only on Sunday, June 27th 2PM - 5:45PM.

Registration is going on now until the June 

13th deadline!  For more information or to 

register for VBS, go to 

myvbs.org/blcvbs2021 or reach out to 

Annie Slabaugh at 

annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org or 

231.947.9880 extension 16!
********************************************************************************************************************************************************

FINANCIAL NEWS

March income came in at $28,658 compared to a budget of $32,457 resulting in a shortage of 

income against budget of $3,799.  On the expense side we came in at $32,962 compared to a 

budget of $33,645 resulting in spending $684 under budget.  From a purely budget perspective 

the shortfall was $3,115.  From a cash flow perspective, income of $28,658 did not cover 

expense of $32,962 leaving us short $4,304 for the month.

Year to date income came in at $82,435 compared to a budget of $95,866 resulting in a 

shortage of income against budget of $13,431.  On the expense side we came in at $90,047 

compared to a budget of $96,166 resulting in spending $6,118 under budget.  From a purely 

budget perspective the shortfall was $7,313.  From a cash flow perspective, income of 

$82,435 did not cover expense of $90,047 leaving us short $7,612 year to date.

Last month BLC applied for and was approved for a government Payroll Protection Plan 

(PPP) loan in the amount of $27,125.  The $27,125 loan proceeds were deposited in our 

general checking account.  The intent of the loan was to ensure BLC had adequate monies 

available to maintain current staffing levels in light of the economic uncertainties from the 

pandemic.  From a Balance Sheet perspective we have an asset of $27,125 (money in the 

checking account) and the offsetting liability PPP Loan.  The PPP loan program allows for the 

loan to be forgiven as long as the money is used for approved expenses like salaries, utilities, 

mortgage interest, etc.  We are tracking our salary dollars against the $27,125 and once we 

reach that spending limit … probably in June … we will apply for loan forgiveness.  We 

anticipate the loan will be forgiven during the third quarter, at which time the PPP Loan liability 

line on the Balance Sheet will be removed.  Said another way, the government PPP loan 

program was designed to help small business and religious organizations stay open during the 

pandemic with necessary funding for essential expenses. 







Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  

Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom Miller, Margie Whitney, 
Ellie Tacke, Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer,

Marleen Baesch, Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Thad Hellenga,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, Harper Wiemerslage,  

Ben Farley, Jennifer Mowers, George Ammann,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,

Betty Evans, Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Hentschel, Jon Waters,
Robert & Carman Waters, Sharon Vanmeter, Bill Downey

Homebound: Marleen Baesch
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Marinan Bradford
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme):  Priscilla Thompson

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.  

More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.  

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion, 

call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear 
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call 
the church office at 947-9880.

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES

Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Sharon Weller admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil  Anderson                              bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Sharon Weller, Music Director sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org

Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director  annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org

Website                                                                www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Leonard Graf, President president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Vice President vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

, Treasurer treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.                      financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jan Stretlien, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Christian Ed. christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

,  Property (Phil Anderson) Not on Council) property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Nancy Downer,  Worship and Music worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage,  Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).
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Monthly donation:  1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80.   Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free

Questions???  Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae 

Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com.  Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae 

Wells name on envelope.

mailto:mzbright9006@yahoo.com
mailto:wellsrenae17411@gmail.com


Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1050 Peninsula Drive

Traverse City, MI 49686

www.bethlehemtc.org

231.947.9880

WELCOME BACK to all 

who feel comfortable!!!☺

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/

