
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Office Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Worship Times:
(In-person worship currently postponed; 

offering “virtual worship” due to Covid-19)

Saturday: 5 pm Celebrate! Worship
Sunday: 8:30 am Traditional Worship

9:45 am Education Hour
11 am Modern Worship

Communion at all services

JANUARY 2021

TBD



Oh, star of wonder, star of night

Star with royal beauty bright

Westward leading, still proceeding

Guide us to thy perfect light.

-Traditional Hymn (“We Three Kings…)

Dear friends at Bethlehem,

As we enter this new year together, we do so looking East for our morning light, but like the Magi 

from Matthew’s gospel we head Westward toward the Son of God for our Life.

It’s a tricky turn of direction and metaphor, but it works. We are guided by the Bethlehem Star 

always, because it points to our searching ever for the true Light: the Way, Truth and Life of Jesus 

Christ.

I am sure we all have a lot we would like to leave behind from last year – the challenges of a global 

pandemic, the stresses of isolation and societal strife, and the economic and other hardships of 

families, communities and loved ones. But Christ is here, our Savior is born, and we have much to 

look forward to for 2021!

Here are a few of the ways we are “Westward leading” in the coming weeks at Bethlehem:

• Hopefully getting back into the sanctuary for in-person worship sometime soon, when it is 

safe to do so. (I know we all want this, myself included. Believe me, it is much easier to plan for 

worship when we aren’t taping and producing all the time!)

• In the meantime, we have shifted to a new format for our Real Church Virtual taping that 

will take up less of Pr. Paul and Annie’s time. These past 10 months, Pr. Paul and Annie have 

shared the load of taping, editing and producing for Sunday virtual worship, and Pr. Paul has 

produced the Wednesday content. Staff and volunteers remain very important for readings, 

assisting ministers and music for both endeavors. Our efficiency will improve by about 50% 

when we switch to “live recordings” for Sunday virtual worship. That will also serve as a bridge to 

Live Streaming, with both scenarios less polished but more sustainable – allowing Pr. Paul and 

Annie get back to their core ministries and what they hope to do most: share moments with you!

• Live Streaming, hopefully in place sometime before or during our 2021 Lenten season. Live 

streamed worship will allow us to have an online presence but do far less recording, because our 

camera and audio will shift to a setup that requires less precision and hands-on recording; this 

new way of streaming and recording would also be automatically uploaded to the web.

• Finally, a bylaw revision to modernize our gatherings: see the President’s Corner on the 

next page. This will allow us to take some of the blessings of online participation we have 

benefited from during COVID and officially incorporate that potential into our meetings of all 

types at BLC.

We have much for which we can give thanks, and as always we journey together, with Love! 

In peace, Pr. Paul



President’s Corner
Seasons Greetings,

I hope that all of you had a merry and blessed Christmas.  For about 70 of us,  it started 
with a delightful but somewhat chilly Christmas Eve service on the east lawn of the 
church.

On January 24, Bethlehem will have its Winter Congregational Meeting to approve its 
2021 annual budget. The budget and a bylaw amendment to allow “Electronic Meetings” 
will be the only items on the agenda. The proposed budget and bylaw changes are 
included in this “STAR” for your review.  This will be an in-person meeting so if you are 
comfortable with this, please attend. 

Bethlehem is still in need of a treasurer.  If you have some background in finances and 
might be interested fulfilling this need, please contact me or anyone on the Council.

My wish for the New Year (in addition to seeing lots of birds) is that Bethlehem will have, 
sooner rather than later, in-person worship services.

Have a very happy 2021,
Leonard G.

NOTICE for Winter Congregational Meeting

Bethlehem Lutheran Church will hold its Winter Congregational Meeting to 

approve its 2021 budget on January 24, 2021 at 10:00a.m.

Also on the agenda will be an amendment to Bethlehem’s bylaws as follows:

BL11.01. Electronic Meetings

The Church Council may approve the use of Electronic Meetings for 

meetings of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

**Members will be able to view and listen to the January 24th meeting, but they will 

not be allowed to vote or fully participate at this time. We will need an in-person 

quorum to pass both items on the agenda. Check your church email for Zoom 

login and other electronic details.



Year End Financial Report

December income came in at $26,876 compared to a budget of $36,256 resulting in a 

shortage of income against budget of $9,380.  On the expense side we came in at $36,710 

compared to a budget of $32,886 resulting in spending $3,824 over budget.  From a cash 

flow perspective, income of $26,876 did not cover expense of $36,710 leaving us short 

$9,834 for the month.  The shortfall is largely due to $7,926 lower monthly/weekly giving, 

$1,956 lower Christmas giving and higher expense from three payroll periods in December.

Year to date results paint a much better picture.  For the full 12 months of the year our 

income was $371,788 against a budget of $393,322 resulting in a shortage of $21,534.  

Expense was $371,496 against a budget of $393,300 resulting in lower expense by 

$21,804.  Comparing actual income and expense against a pre-Covid budget is really 

meaningless.  Life and worship has been turned upside down so a more accurate way to 

look at how we did is to focus on cash flow…the same as we do in our personal lives.  From 

a cash flow perspective we ended up the year in a breakeven position.  Our income covered 

expense in a very difficult year.  While income was significantly down…our expenses were 

correspondingly also down enabling us to live within our means. 

2021 Giving envelopes are available.  Please call the church office to make arrangements 

to pick up your box. Those boxes not picked up will be mailed.

Safe Harbor is looking for volunteers soon. Please see 

the page further in this STAR for more details! ☺

And Happy 

New Year!















STAR delivery

Hasn’t it been a blessing to have the STAR delivered to your home the past few months? Thanks so 

much to 2 cherished members who dedicated their time and monetary donation so this could occur.  

While we continue to have limited/reduced weekend services the membership committee is proposing 

the following:  The STAR will be available for dispersal the first Sunday of the month.  For those of you 

who can make it to the weekend service and/or communion you will be asked to pick-up your paper 

STAR.  Or, if you prefer to read  yours on-line you will be asked to notify the committee.  Committee 

members will mark off those who have received their STAR so paper copies will only be sent to those 

who do not have one.  This way we can make certain that everyone is receiving all of the Hot-off-the-

press news and also do this in the most cost-effective manner.  Hope to see as many of you as possible 

on the first Sunday of the month.

STAR and Bulletin Deadlines

To be sure that your article or announcement is in STAR or Bulletin issue that you want, please note the 

following deadlines:  

STAR: by the third Wednesday of the month

Bulletin: by the Wednesday before each weekend 

Submission by email is preferred ( admin@bethlehemtc.org )  with either the word STAR or Bulletin in 

the subject line.  Please write exactly what you want in the article or announcement.  Be sure to include 

all pertinent information about your event, i.e. dates, time, location, etc. You can put it in the body of the 

email or as an attachment as a Word doc or .pdf.   Also, please include the month(s) for the STAR issue 

or the date(s) for the Bulletin issue that you need your article or announcement included.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Barbara Oster at admin@bethlehemtc.org 

Please do not send these to Sharon.Weller@bethlehemtc.org as this is Sharon’s music email 

and Barbara does not have access to this email.  Barbara is the only one who prepares the Star 

and Bulletin and she shares the admin@bethlehemtc.org email with Sharon.

A big thank you to those who have turned in Oleson’s receipts. For 2020, we received a total of 

$545.66.    Please continue saving your Oleson’s receipts for Bethlehem.  Please drop them off 

in the bin under the mailbox counter. Thanks.

BLC Book Club News

The BLC book club is excited that another author is going to join us for a 

discussion of their book on ZOOM.  On Tuesday Jan 26 at 5:30 we will 

discuss The Marsh King’s Daughter by Karen Dionne.  The author lives 

part of the time in northern Michigan and the setting of the book is in 

Michigan.  There are still 2 library copies of the book in the big box on 

the ground by the front door of the church if you want to borrow one.  

Just let Cindy Monroe know if you take one or if you want to join in the 

fun of the discussion at cmonroe@chartermi.net

The Bethlehem Bell Ringers, totaling 23 people, did very well in ringing bells for the Salvation Army 

red kettles on December 11 and December 12 at Tom's East Bay Market.  The ringers were Mary Ann 

Tanis, Sharon Weller, Phil Anderson, Jim Monroe, Dale and Barbara Wentsloff, Sue Allen, Sandy 

Parkinson, Kay Rumbach, Chuck and Kris Ardingo, Jason and Shelly Carpenter, Cindy Monroe, 

Donna Novak, Janet and Betty Cole, Patty Leibenguth, Erin Freye, Jim Hinds, and Carl and Suzanne 

Lehto.  Had we needed another ringer Don Sheehan was willing to ring also.  On Friday the donations 

totaled $920.00, on Saturday when it was very windy and snowy the total was $567.68, making the 

grand total $1,487.68.  The Salvation Army greatly appreciates our efforts very much.  I have talked to 

several of the ringers and they all said they enjoyed ringing and would like to do it again.  To all of 

them I say thank you and Merry Christmas.

Carl Lehto

mailto:admin@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:Sharon.Weller@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:admin@bethlehemtc.org




Christian Education

Christmas Care 

Packages

Were received 

and enjoyed

Makena 

and 

Lincoln 

Dohm

Safe Harbor Volunteer Service
BLC will provide volunteer support at the Safe Harbor Emergency Housing Shelter for the 

period Saturday, February 6 through Tuesday, February 9.  This is our part of a shared full 

week of service with the Northern Lakes Community Church.  The shelter has been 

operating successfully since November.  Goodwill staff are present to directly supervise 

guests during the 6 pm to 10 am period the shelter is open.  Volunteers serve in the 

following two ways:

Evening meal preparation.  Groups in the congregation have already committed to provide 

these meals.  Those involved with meal preparation and dinner service will not have duties 

outside the kitchen.  

Evening Hosts.  Four volunteers, men or women, are needed each evening from 5:00 to 

10:00 pm. Evening Hosts work with the Goodwill staff to assist the check-in of guests, to 

dispense medications, to support coffee service and to sanitize the dining area.  Guests will 

eat in shifts at tables divided by plexiglass shields.  Otherwise, guests will lounge in an 

outside heated tent and sleep in bunks that are   separated from one another by plastic 

sheeting.

It is not expected that BLC will provide all the needed volunteers.  Community volunteers 

are available to assist our efforts.  Our goal is cover as many evenings as possible with 

groups of four BLC volunteers who are comfortable working with persons they know.  To 

volunteer please send an email Jim Hutchison, hutchison@alma.edu specifying what 

evenings you are available to serve.  He will organize our volunteers into service groups.  

You will not be asked to serve for more than one evening.  Please respond as soon as 

possible, but no later than January 25 to allow time to recruit community volunteers to fill 

vacancies.  Please call Jim, 231-668-1916, for more information and consult the volunteer 

handbook on the web site gtsafeharbor.org/volunteers/.

Shelter operating procedures are designed to provide a safe environment for both guests 

and volunteers.  Guests and volunteers are given temperature checks before they are 

admitted.  To date no guest has be diagnosed with the Covid-19 virus.  We are not asking 

you to volunteer out of a sense of obligation to our congregation.  Rather we seek 

volunteers who are comfortable with working at the shelter and who are motivated by a 

personal desire to participate in this ministry of service to others in this difficult time. 





Boundless: Stories of Christ’s Abounding Love and Grace
Our Continuing Global Response to COVID-19

Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission in the United States

In Rock Point, Arizona Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission responded to COVID-
19 by providing meals and clean Drinking water for people in need.  Watch the 
video at: www.ELCA.org/ChurchTogetherRockPoint.

Safe spaces for Children in Serbia

Once the state of emergency for COVID-19 was lifted in Serbia, Church World 
Service’s Safe Space for Street Children program focused on providing children 
with food, clean clothes and bathing at its drop-in shelter. The program has also 
run COVID-19 prevention workshops and individual counseling sessions. The ELCA 
is a participant in the Safe Spaces for Street Children Program.

Gloria Dei Lutheran church in the United States

In Huntington Station, N.Y., Gloria Dei Lutheran church doubled the work of its 
food pantry in response to COVID-19.  Gloria Dei grew its ministry by working 
with food banks and other partners in its community – and with the help of an 
ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread Matching Grant.  Watch the video at: 
www.ELCA.org/ChurchTogetherNewYork.

The “Infohut” Project in Namibia

The “Infohut” project of the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa trains youth 
in computer skills, life skills and HIV prevention. “Infohut” has also trained 
teachers in using online platforms and new technology amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Participants were involved in the “Infohut” project last winter, before 
the onset of the pandemic.

Gifts to ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response and the 
COVID-10 Response Fund are making an impact around the world.  

More information is available at: www.elca.org

http://www.elca.org/ChurchTogetherRockPoint
http://www.elca.org/ChurchTogetherNewYork


Honoring God’s Creation

Ways to Help save God’s Creation when online shopping

1. Try to give a flexible delivery date.  This makes it possible 
for trucks to combine orders with others
2. Order carefully .  Returns cause polution.
3. Try to place all orders from the same company at the 
same time.  This saves on packaging and transportation.
4. Recycle

Regulating Ballast Water on the Great Lakes

The time for ballast water regulation in the Great Lake 
System has not been extended  This may be in the news 
soon. Ballast water is water that the ship adds for balance it 
when it is not carrying a load.    Regulations prevent ballast 
water from the ocean to be discharged in the Great Lake 
system.  This helps to prevent invasive species.  The 
regulations being considered are discharge of ballast water 
from one part of the  Great Lakes to  another.  For example, 
there could be a species in Lake Erie that would not be 
welcome in Lake Superior. 



Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  

Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom Miller, Margie Whitney, Jo Hasse,
Ellie Tacke, Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer,

Marleen Baesch, Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Thad Hellenga,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, Harper Wiemerslage,  

Ben Farley, Jennifer Mowers, John Stretlien,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,

Betty Evans and Jeffrey Hentschel

Homebound: Marleen Baesch
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Marinan Bradford
French Manor LaFranier: Jo Hasse
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme):  Priscilla Thompson

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.  

More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.  

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion, 

call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear 
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call 
the church office at 947-9880.

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES

Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Sharon Weller admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil  Anderson                              bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Sharon Weller, Music Director sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org

Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director  annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org

Website                                                                www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Leonard Graf, President Email address in process

Mark McPherson, Vice President Email address in process

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary Email address in process

, Treasurer treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.                      financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jan Stretlien, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Christian Ed. christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship Email address in process

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

,  Property (Phil Anderson) Not on Council) property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel Email address in process

Mark McPherson, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Nancy Downer,  Worship and Music worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage,  Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

mailto:paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:admin@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:alexis.steig@bethlehemtc.org
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
mailto:treasurur@bethlehemtc..org
mailto:Secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:property.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org


Monthly donation:  1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80.   Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free

Questions???  Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae 

Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com.  Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae 

Wells name on envelope.

mailto:mzbright9006@yahoo.com
mailto:wellsrenae17411@gmail.com


Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1050 Peninsula Drive

Traverse City, MI 49686

www.bethlehemtc.org

231.947.9880

Smile. God loves you.☺

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/

