MAY 2022

Website: www.bethlehemtc.org
Email: bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org
Building Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 2:30pm

Worship Times:
Sunday: 10 am Modern Worship including
Communion with service Livestreamed on
Facebook and YouTube
Sunday School during worship service
Nursery open during worship service
Parking Lot Communion: 11:00 am

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at
Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth
ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care,
and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship
experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation
care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus
at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

“Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here.
He is risen.” –Luke 24:5b
“Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!”
I love saying these words together, back and forth, in Easter joy and worship. They are words of
affirmation that death no longer has power over us, and that Christ’s tomb is not the only cave that
is now open. Our hearts follow, and the Son shines anew through each of us. Perhaps this Easter
season is an invitation to break out and try something new. Truly.
Perhaps it’s volunteering to help Bethlehem with the many hands, feet and voices we need to
make worship happen each weekend. Do you think you would like to read scripture or assist with
prayers? Would your friendly face help us greet and shepherd the visitors and members in our
sanctuary? Or maybe there is some other way your amazingness can brighten someone’s day, in
the name of Christ.
Exciting new beginnings are happening. More coming soon. Much peace to you all, and
remember…
Shalom,
Pr. Paul

“HE
IS
RISEN!!”

Lots of empty space here, you say? Council has invited us to see
how we can save a little paper and resources this summer with our printed
materials. Soon you may see new ways to include our messaging, with a
little more brevity. ☺

A Word from the President…
When you read this we will be in the 50 day period of time in the church calendar between Easter and
Pentecost. Pentecost is celebrated on the seventh Sunday from Easter which this year falls on June 5th. This
is also the longest period of time that we will see the color of white for the joy of the Resurrection on the
altar. The liturgical colors used on Sunday was always an interest to me. From a kid looking at the
differences (usually during the sermon), in confirmation class teachings to an adult seeing the meanings.
At one time Thrivent would have on their calendar the liturgical colors for each Sunday. They stopped doing
that a few years ago. Not sure as to why. The bright red on Pentecost is a stark contrast to the white of
Easter. Kathy and I work on a red outfit for that day. The other red Sunday Lutheran’s celebrate is of course
for Reformation!
As we progress through the Sunday’s of Easter, celebrate the Resurrection. Let us remember those still
impacted by the pandemic. Pray to end the suffering of war. Spread joy in our community. Look at the
colors of spring that pop up from the earth around us and give thanks.
Of an added note I want to give special thanks to Pastor Paul and all the persons who worked on and made
donations to the updated sound system. It “Sounds” great!
Mark McPherson

New Church Keys
The church council has authorized the rekeying of all locks in the church building. To
receive a new key, everyone must complete a signature form, even if you have completed
one before. Forms are available weekday at regular office hours. On Sundays, see
Leonard Graf. The change over date has not been determined. More information will
follow.

Children's Message Corner
Children's Message Corner on Zoom takes place every other Sunday on Zoom at 2:45PM
and all are invited. We take a few minutes of Fellowship before going over the Children's
Message and have a more in depth discussion of the gospel lesson and message. To be
put on the email list to receive the Zoom link please see Annie after worship or contact her
at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org. Our next Children's Message Corner will be on
Sunday, May 1st!
We are looking for volunteers and leaders to join us on a fun faithful adventure with
Jerusalem: Marketplace! Join Jesus' faithful friends and followers during His final days on
earth. You'll travel back into Bible times--without setting foot outside your community! We
are looking for volunteers to participate! VBS is currently being planned for the week of
Monday July 25th but participation will be crucial in determining what VBS will look like this
year! We have sign up sheets in the Narthex but please see Annie after service or reach
out to her at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org for more information! There will also be a
Volunteer Informational Meeting on Tuesday, May 10th 6:00PM - 6:45PM where you can
ask questions, and get more information as to what will be required of our volunteers and
you can sign up then as well if you wish.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD STEWARD
(With Updated Financial Information)
~A good steward is trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:2, 2 Kings 12:15
~A good steward is faithful regardless of the size of the job he’s been given
~A faithful steward remembers that ultimately we work for God and everything
belongs to him. Colossians 3:23, Psalm 24:1
After God created man, he planted a garden and put Adam there to tend and keep it.
He made Adam a steward.
We are all stewards of BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH ⛪️ And as such we need to
keep you updated to how the funds and resources needed to run our church are doing.
March income was $28,315 compared to a budgeted income of $29,598 or a shortfall of
$1,283. Expenses were $31,843 compared to a budget of $30,153 resulting in spending
$1,689 more than budgeted. On a cash basis, expenses exceeded income by $1,689.
Through March income was $77,819 compared to budgeted income of $89,615 for a shortfall
for $11,796. Expenses were $97,751 compared to the budget of $90,871 resulting in
spending $6,880 more than budgeted. On a cash basis, expenses exceeded income by
$18,676.
As you can see above from the finance committee we are behind in income because the
donations have been down so far in 2022. We appreciate everyone and every donation
received but we kindly ask if you are able to contribute to our wonderful church it would be
especially appreciated in these tough financial times we are currently experiencing.
Thank you very much for your consideration
Scott Farley
Stewardship Chairman
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Dollars and Sense
Bethlehem Lutheran Church has greatly expanded our outreach into the community and
the world with our live streaming programing. We feel blessed to be able to do this and all
of our ministries here at Bethlehem. We need your support to continue this work.
Through mid-March our contributions are running behind where we should be by
$13,585.00. That is a significant shortfall that we as a congregation need to address. We
encourage you to stay current with your pledge. Together we can do more and accomplish
our vision for the future. Thank you for your support.
Jim Monroe, Your Financial Secretary

LAUNDRY BASKET PROJECT
FOR 2022: We are collecting
cleaning items to be given out during
the Baby Pantry here at Bethlehem.
There is an example basket in the
Narthex along with a list of items
needed. You may fill an entire basket
OR bring single items if you prefer.
This is a year-long project. Thank
you for your participation!

BLC Blessings
After being shelved for a year, due to COVID, the Lenten Dinners returned this
year, on a somewhat smaller scale. The idea of a “Simple Soup” meal preceding
the Wednesday night service was suggested. So far there have been 20-25
people attending the Wednesday night meals. We have some excellent cooks at
BLC that need to be acknowledged for their delicious donations to the
“Simple Soup” meals.
March 16, Barb Graf – Veggistrone Soup
Gail Goldsmith – Brownies
March 23, Renae Wells – Potato Cheesy Bacon Soup
March 30, Betsy Morley – Famous Morley Soup
Cheryl Wegener – Potato Rolls
Connie Christopherson – various pies
April 6,
Jackie Rossfeld – Bean and Ham Soup, and
various quick breads
It has been nice to gather again around a meal that feeds not only our bellies, but
also our souls and relationships. Many thanks go out to our generous cooks!
Along with preparing and providing the food are the tasks required to serve a
meal. The Men’s Group took on the task of setting up the tables and chairs. Paul
Wiermerslage, Craig and Maureen Bauer, and Dan Hahn volunteered to help with
serving and cleanup. Gail Goldsmith and Jackie Rossfeld were indispensable in
offering their time and past experience to pull it all together. Thank you to all of
these gracious helpers, and to everyone who grabbed an extra dirty dish or wiped
off a table.

Music news at BLC:
Many of you commented how much you enjoyed the choir music during
Holy Week. The choir members appreciate the nice comments and we
relay them to our new director, Tony Bero. It is sad that he is not onsite so he can hear from you himself.
If you want to make certain he knows how much his skill in selecting the
anthems and preparing the choir is appreciated, feel free to drop him a
note in the “choir director” mailbox by the office or send him an email at
bero.tony@gmail.com.
And for all of you budding vocalists out there….just think…if he can
make the 4 of us sound that good, what could he do with you?!? Don’t
hesitate…the choir always wants more singers.

Monthly STAR
Thanks to all of you who have said that you will read the STAR on line or pick it up at
church. Those of you who come to church, be thinking if there is any member close in
your neighborhood that you could deliver their copy to them. If you have recently
decided to read on line or pick-up at church please call the office and let them know.

Due Dates for STAR/Bulletin/Screen Announcements:
STAR: The third Friday of the month sent to admin@bethlehemtc.org (Please note
STAR in subject line)
Bulletin/Verbal Announcements: Wednesday of the week sent to
admin@bethlehemtc.org (Bulletin/Worship Folder is printed on Thursday morning.)
(Please note Bulletin or Announcement in subject line)
Screen Announcements/Weekly BLC Emails: Tuesday of the week sent to
annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org (Annie works Sunday – Wednesday)
FOOD PANTRY SET TO REOPEN:
Northern Michigan weather is NOT
cooperating so the opening of the BLC
outdoor 24/7 food pantry will be
postponed to May 1. If you see special
deals at the stores you can be buying
them and place them in the teal
container under the table by the
mailboxes. The community will
appreciate your generosity.

Book Club:
For May the BLC book club will be reading “The Book of
Lost Friends” by Lisa Wingate. THIS BOOK IS
AVAILABLE IN A LIBRARY BOOK BAG SO YOU
SHOULD BE ABLE TO FIND A COPY IN THE BIN
OUTSIDE THE FRONT DOOR OF THE CHURCH. Plan
to join us on ZOOM on Tues, May 24 at 5:30.
If you are not already on the list send your email to
cmonroe@chartermi.net.

Church Council Elections We are going to be having our Annual Congregational Meeting on
Sunday June 12th. A part of this meeting is the election of Church Council members for a threeyear term to fill expiring vacancies. The Nomination Committee is looking for referrals to contact.
If you are interested in serving on the council (yes, you could submit your own name) or if you
know someone else would be a good referral, please make your thoughts known. You will find a
white box on a table in the entry to the Narthex for the referral. You will also find a brief form to fill
out and place in the box. The Nomination Committee will contact the referrals and then nominate
a slate for the election. Don’t worry if someone thinks you would be a good candidate and you're
not ready. Just let the committee know when contacted and be honored that someone thought of
you! If you have any questions, please contact Mark McPherson at markandkjo@sbcglobal.net or
860-658-1554

There are two Bible studies on Wednesdays –
9:00am-11:00am in BLC Youth Room – studying the Gospel of Matthew – Barbara Graf is the
leader
1:30pm-3:00pm by Zoom – studying :Home by Another Way” by Barbara Brown Taylor. . It
contains sermons that walk us through the church year. The book can be ordered through Amazon
- if necessary, Barbara Oster can help with ordering. Please contact Pr. Paul if you are interested
in joining.

Stony Lake Camp Registration is open and free to all young campers interested! The
deadline has been extended indefinitely and there is still room! Please register online as soon as
possible and let Annie know! The week Bethlehem Adult Leaders will be there is Week 1 (June
19 – 24) so make sure you register for that week! Reach out to Annie either after worship or at
annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org with any questions or concerns.

A big thank you to all who turned in Olesons receipts. We have received $276.88 from Olesons so far this
year. Please continue to drop your Olesons receipts off at church.

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom & Lee Miller,
Margie Whitney, Ellie Tacke, Rose Taylor,
Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer, Dirk,
Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Tom Woodworth,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, John Stretlien,
Russ Luttinen, Sherry, Leroy Schlagel,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Sean Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,
Patti McCracken, Jeffrey Henschell,
Sharon Vanmeter, Margaret Hutchinson,
Carol Collins, Patience Lambert,
Denoyer Family, Chuck Wolterink
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme): Priscilla Thompson
Hospital Visits: Please let the church office know if you are going
into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so
Pastor Paul can visit you.
BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.
More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.
For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion,
call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call
the church office at 947-9880.
Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?
You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!
Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Rebecca Eaton

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster

admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil Anderson

bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

, Music Director
Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org
Website

www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council
Mark McPherson, President

president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Vice President

vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary

secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Treasurer

treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.

financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Hinds, Christian Care Giving

christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Christian Ed.

christianeducation.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship

fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism

membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Property

property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel

personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Scott Farley, Stewardship

stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Denice Bossardet, Worship and Music

worshipmusic.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage, Youth/Y2A

youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist

paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,
Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

Monthly donation: 1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80. Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free
Questions??? Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com. Make
checks payable to BLC…put “Star Ad” on envelope.
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1050 Peninsula Drive
Traverse City, MI 49686
www.bethlehemtc.org
231.947.9880

