
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 
Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Office Hours:  (Currently closed due to Covid 19)
Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Worship Times:
(In-person worship currently postponed; 

offering “virtual worship” due to Covid-19)

Saturday: 5 pm Celebrate! Worship
Sunday: 8:30 am Traditional Worship

9:45 am Education Hour
11 am Modern Worship

Communion at all services

APRIL 2021

TBD



Friends, my April 

message this month 

will be short and 

sweet!

We hope you join us 

for Holy Week this 

coming week (details 

below) and “tune in” 

later this month for 

two new items:

- Live stream of 

Sunday worship 

(taking the place of 

pre-recorded 

Sunday worship) on 

our new Youtube

Livestream page, 

link published next 

week!

- Jazz Vespers 

Wednesday night 

“2.0” worship 

format, also later in 

April.

We hope you have a 

most blessed Holy 

Week and Easter, and 

God bless you all!

(Pst…Christ is risen 

soon…indeed!)

Shalom,

Pr. Paul

Links to the virtual worship can be found in the Virtual 

Opportunities section of your church email

“Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart! “ – Proverbs 3:5a











I am writing this to inform you that the Can Collection For The 

Needy (CCFN) project was a complete success with a twist.  The 

CCFN grew out of our earlier project to help the youth of our 

church.

The project supplied 3 people in our community with a job and 

funds to help them maintain themselves during the Covid-19 

epidemic.  But one of those people began to abuse it and steal the 

cans, and thus the money, for his sole use.  The others decided 

that it would be best to simply stop the project.  That person has 

now left town and the collection box will be reconstructed for their 

use and the collection will continue when the ground is not frozen.

During this “off” time, please continue to bring in your 

recyclable cans and bottles to these people to use to make 

money and continue to be contributing members of our 

community.

You can leave them by the garage door in the back of the 

parking lot.

I get Thank You notes for them telling me how much they 

appreciate our help.

Thank you and God Bless you.

Norm Fred

Calling All Gardeners Of All Levels

Bethlehem Lutheran Church has received a grant from Sacred Grounds in partnership with 

the Wildlife Federation.  This grant is to make a garden for our church and community.  We 

will use native plants to encourage pollinators and wildlife. We will provide educational 

opportunities on conservation, improving water quality and climate change.

We are looking for people who would like to be a part of this project from planning, planting 

and caring for our garden. We would like multigenerational involvement from children, 

families and adults.  Don’t worry if you feel you are not a gardener, everyone can be.

If you are interested please call Gail Goldsmith at 231-633-2630 



HONORING GOD’S CREATION
Since 2019 we have been enjoying Bethlehem's "Honoring God's Creation" column so 

ably organized by Judy Strickland.   The time has come that Judy has decided to step 

down.  So that we may continue with this excellent information, this is a request for 

contributions from the congregation.   You can do as a one time submission or you can 

step in to organize the column.  Topics can include gardening, recycling or saving the 

planet.  This is a great way to take care of your BLC family.  Please contact Barbara Oster 

at admin@bethlehemtc.org if you would like to participate.

The BLC book club continues to meet the 4th Tuesday of the 

month at 5:30 pm via ZOOM.  On Apr 27 we will discuss the book 

“My Name is Lucy Barton” by Elizabeth Strout.  If you would like to 

participate and are not already on the email list, just send your 

email address to cmonroe@chartermi.net.e.

A big thank you to those who have turned in Oleson’s receipts. For 2020, we received a 

total of $545.66. Please continue saving your Oleson’s receipts for Bethlehem.  Please 

drop them off in the bin under the mailbox counter. Thanks.

Congratulations to Julia Acker (daughter of Brian and 

Laura) who placed sixth in the recent Grand Traverse 

Regional Spelling Bee.   It was an online spelling bee 

where she had to spell 50 words in 30 minutes.  The 

words were taken from a list of 4,000!

Way to go, Julia!!!

A Stewardship Message…

There is an optimistic concern for stewardship this year.  In 2019 there were 83 pledges 

made.  In 2020 there were 100 pledges.   For 2021 the pledges made so far year to date 

total 76.  We know there may be a number of reasons for this reduced amount, not just 

Covid-19.  

The optimistic concern is even though offerings are down so far this year they are not down 

by 24%.  This the percentage of less pledges made for 2021 from 2020.   It is very helpful 

to our finance committee in making a budget to have pledged offerings.  We are very 

thankful that members of the congregation are continuing their contributions without a 

pledge.  If not Bethlehem could be in a dire financial situation. 

The church council is monitoring contributions, the budget and expenses each month.  It’s 

still never too late to make a pledge for 2021.  If you are in need of a pledge card or set up 

electronic giving, please contact the church office.   

Thank you for your on-going support of the ministries at Bethlehem.













Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  

Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Richard Fernholz, Nancy Smith, Tom Miller, Margie Whitney, 
Ellie Tacke, Priscilla Thompson, Julie LaPeer,

Marleen Baesch, Alvin Kober, Lynn Hoyt, Thad Hellenga,
Jan Waisanen, Molly Eastman, Harper Wiemerslage,  

Ben Farley, Jennifer Mowers, John Stretlien,
Roy & Marilyn Dumond, Shawn Rivard, Brenda Denoyer,

Betty Evans, Patti McCracken and Jeffrey Hentschel

Homebound: Marleen Baesch
Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Marinan Bradford
Boardman Lake Glens: Inge Thomas, Bill & Dee Springer
Samaritas (Acme):  Priscilla Thompson

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.  

More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.  

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion, 

call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlien@gmail.com

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved one, to appear 
on this list which appears here and in the weekly bulletin, please call 
the church office at 947-9880.

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


BLC Contacts
PLEASE NOTE SEVERAL ADDRESS UPDATES

Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Asst. Sharon Weller admin@bethlehemtc.org

Admin. Aide Barbara Oster admin@bethlehemtc.org

Bookkeeper, Phil  Anderson                              bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Sharon Weller, Music Director sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org

Annie Slabaugh, Youth & Outreach Director  annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org

Website                                                                www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Leonard Graf, President president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Vice President vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Gail Goldsmith, Secretary secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

, Treasurer treasurer.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Monroe, Financial Sec.                      financialsecretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jan Stretlien, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

, Christian Ed. christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Laura Hahn, Fellowship fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Cindy Monroe, Membership/Evangelism membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

,  Property (Phil Anderson) Not on Council) property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Maureen Bauer, Personnel personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Mark McPherson, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Nancy Downer,  Worship and Music worship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Paul Wiemerslage,  Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).
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Monthly donation:  1/16 page $25; 1/8 $50; 1/4 $80.   Pay for a year in full---get 1 Month Free

Questions???  Please contact Barbara Wright 231-735-3227 or mzbright9006@yahoo.com or Renae 

Wells at 616-204-8900 or wellsrenae17411@gmail.com.  Make checks payable to BLC…put Renae 

Wells name on envelope.

mailto:mzbright9006@yahoo.com
mailto:wellsrenae17411@gmail.com


THIS PAGE IS BLANK

☺



Bethlehem Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1050 Peninsula Drive

Traverse City, MI 49686

www.bethlehemtc.org

231.947.9880

WELCOME BACK to all 

who feel comfortable!!!☺

Shalom, and do not be afraid.

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/

