
Website:  www.bethlehemtc.org 

Email:  bethlehem@bethlehemtc.org

Building Hours:  

Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Office Hours

Monday – Thursday, 9am to 3pm

Our Vision…
“As a community of believers journeying with God together, we at 

Bethlehem are called to serve with love by growing a premier youth 

ministry; enlivening Christian discipleship through lifelong learning, care, 

and spiritual formation; fostering a vibrant and inspiring worship 

experience; utilizing our natural setting and location for faithful creation 

care and outdoor ministry; and opening our doors always to be a “campus 

at the crossroads” for the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ.”

Worship Times:

Saturday: 5 pm Celebrate! Worship

Sunday: 8:45 am Traditional Worship

9:45 am Education Hr.

11 am Modern Worship

Communion at all services

2017

JUNE



“8Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you 
make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

9You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full 

of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 

10You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with 
showers, and blessing its growth.” 

 
 
The above passage is from Psalm 65, our psalmody for June 16th, and it is a song of 
praise for God’s awesome power and providence.  
 
If we follow the old adage that “April showers bring May flowers,” perhaps it follows 
even further that God’s bountiful river of life is fed in us all, continually, to provide 
us in June and year-round with the spiritual sustenance we need. 
 
This summer we face new challenges and new possibilities: with music (continuing 
our search, perhaps for a more modest grand piano option), with staffing (seeking a 
new janitor, and for ways also to bridge the gap with Y2A and/or supplemental 
ministry), and with opportunities to serve (at Habitat for Humanity, the parking lot 
fundraising, river clean-ups) and so on.  
 
We also use this summer time for Sabbath – resting – if only for a little while, from 
the usual hustle-and-bustle of the school year and church “high holy seasons” (like 
Advent and Lent)… 
 
Yet through it all, we see God’s reign…and God’s raining down…of love and spiritual 
food and drink. We journey forward, my friends, confident in the sustenance of holy 
community. 
 
With Christ together, 
Pr. Paul  





Finance Report
May 2017 Actual Budget Variance

Total Income (note 1) $         26,539 $         31,194 $         (4,655)

Total Expense (note 2) $         31,615 $         30,282 $           1,333 

Over/Under (note 3) $         (5,076) $              912 $         (5,988)

Note 1:  Large negative variance in income due to May 2017 only having 4 Sunday's of giving when the budget 
assumed 5 Sundays.              

Note 2:  April was a good month for expenses.  There were some one time expenses in May that pushed us 
over budget for the month.

Note 3:  Overall not a bad month after you factor in the reduced income due to budget assuming there would 
be 5 weekends of giving in May, when in fact there were only 4.  You can see the full year effect in the YTD 
table below.

YTD 2017 thru 5/31/17 Actual Budget Variance

Total Income $      173,723 $      172,181 $           1,542 

Total Expense $      165,184 $      169,383 $         (4,199)

Over/Under  (note 1) $           8,539 $           2,798 $           5,741 

Note 1:  The good news is YTD actual income less actual expense is positive by $8,539.  When this number is 
compared against the positive variance of $2,798 we budgeted thru May 31st, we have an overall positive 
variance of $5,741 against budget.  These numbers do not reflect the Safe Harbor In/Out donations and 
expenses. 





 
 

Monthly News 
Each month, ELCA Global Mission sends out current news about Lutheran work across 
the world.  Through the Internet, take some time to see how God is working in Lutheran 
churches in far off places.  We are part of these efforts through BLC’s mission support 
to the North/West Lower Michigan Synod and through individual gifts by our members. 

 
 
Evangelism in West Africa 
In Senegal and The Gambia, two Lutheran churches are evangelizing to grow the 
church and expand their mission outreach. Watch the powerful video from these West 
African countries, where our brothers and sisters are daily witnesses by serving through 
word and deed.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJqvvzfKY0I 
 

 
Nepal Earthquake 2 Years Later 
On April 25, 2015, around 11:55 a.m. local time, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake shook 
Nepal, with its epicenter approximately 43 miles from its capital city, Kathmandu. The 
earthquake was felt around the country, but the Kathmandu valley and western region 
of the country were hit hardest. Read how the ELCA is still helping rebuild communities 
in Nepal through Lutheran Disaster Response. 
http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/nepal-earthquake-2-years-later/ 
 
 

'Liberated by God's Grace': The Lutheran World Federation 12th Assembly 
From May 10-16, The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) gathered for its 12th Assembly 
in Windhoek, Namibia. Delegates from around the world - including a delegation from 
the ELCA - gathered around the theme “Liberated by God’s Grace.”  This theme also 
frames the LWF’s approach to the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 by 
expressing two pivotal insights of Lutheran theology: the prevalence of God’s grace 
when it comes to justification and the gift of freedom that results from God’s 
transformative action.  https://www.lwfassembly.org/en 
 

 
Global Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
A highlight of the 12th Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) was the 
global commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, held Sunday, May 
14, at Sam Nujoma Stadium in Katutura, an apartheid-era township just outside the 
Namibian capital of Windhoek. Thousands of people from around the African continent 
and the world joined with members of the Lutheran churches in Namibia and 
ecumenical guests in commemorating the anniversary. 





KBB UPDATE

I do not want to get "in the weeds" on tracking each and every designated 
dollar from each and every donor...

"The three year Keep Bethlehem Blooming effort has concluded and by any 
measure it was a significant success. Approx. $46,000 was contributed.

As noted, our new electronic sign is proclaiming messages of hope to all who 
pass by, bicycle racks provide a welcome to all, multiple areas of new 
carpeting are in place, new shades in our Fellowship Hall help tremendously 
with heating and cooling, the Hearing Loop is delivering the Gospel message 
clearly to those who needed that assist, the "Caring Table" is sorting our many 
cheerful giving efforts, pews in the sanctuary have been altered to provide 
easier wheelchair access, our sanctuary screen and projector are serving us 
well, the 125th Anniversary tree is in place, the exterior painting is funded, 
and we have funds carried over to allow a grand piano and other projects like 
continued organ repairs and Fellowship Hall air conditioning to be supported 
via the Asset Replacement Fund allocations going forward.

Any unused Keep Bethlehem Blooming funds earmarked for the organ, piano 
and such are now residing in Asset Replacement awaiting the additional 
needed funds to pursue those options. If any member made a contribution 
and wants to know exactly where it was invested or has concerns about 
holding unused dollars in Asset Replacement, they may ask their question of 
Bookkeeper Mary Lou Deutsch and she will either provide an answer or seek 
one from the Council."

God Bless You All!
Thank you.
And Keep Bethlehem Blooming!



Worship & Music Fundraiser—ReSale Shop 
in the Fellowship Hall!

 “  

   Attention all mom, grandmothers, relatives, friends and child 
care providers.  This sale is a FANTASTIC way to sell and buy used 
baby and kids items that a family has out grown.  
 

      Bethlehem has three goals for this special event: 

1. Organize a fund raiser for the Worship and Music Committee.  All admission 

fees and table rentals will go to our music program. 

2. After the sale, collect donated clothing, supplies, etc. for the Grand Traverse 

Baby Pantry from the mothers who rented tables.    

3. Provide a community event which will give more exposure to Bethlehem’s 

ministries and bring new faces in our church.                       

“Mom2Mom” Sale 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

1050 Peninsula Drive 

Traverse City, MI 49686 

 

ADMISSION: $1.00 

        Your donations will support Bethlehem’s ministries                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

        To rent a table, email: jpleiby@charter.net  

         or call Patty at (231)499-2816                                                                                            





Recently, three BLC members volunteered to be Lectors for our church services.  They are an 11-
year old, a busy Oncologist and a 95-year old, so if they can volunteer, you can too.

There are many opportunities for our members to be a part of any of BLC’s three services.  Some 
are “in front of the congregation” and many are behind the scenes.  With more volunteers on the 
list for each worship team, the rotation could be every 4 – 6 weeks more or less.  We also have 
music teams that could use your voice or musical skills.  Please prayerfully consider joining one of 
these worship/music teams:

Altar Guild: Prepares the altar for worship and Communion (one group of two people per 
weekend)
Assisting Ministers:  Assists the pastor during the worship service and helps serve Communion 
(one per each of three services)
A/V Team:  Sits in the balcony & manages the weekly “Screen announcements” and worship 
power point presentations (Sat.  5pm/Sun. 11am)
Lectors: Reads the Scripture lessons at worship services (one per each of three services)
Hospitality: Greets people at the door to the Sanctuary and hands out worship folders (groups of 
two people each for the Sat 5pm and Sun 8:45am services and groups of four people for the Sun 
11am service)
Bell Ringers: Rings the BLC bell in the Gathering Space at the beginning of the service (one per 
each of three services)
Welcome Table:  Greets people as they enter the church from the parking lot and assists visitors 
with the layout of the church (coat room, restrooms, nursery, Fellowship Hall, etc) (one or two per 
each of three services)
Worship Assembly and Sanctuary Preparation:  Assembles the weekly worship folder and 
prepares the Sanctuary (one group of two people per weekend)
Counters:  Counts the weekly offering collection. (Teams of three or four will rotate on a monthly 
basis)
Adult Choir:  Sings at different services each month.  Rehearses weekly, except for summer months
Hand Bell Choir: Plays approximately once per month in a Traditional and Modern service.  
Rehearses weekly, except for summer months
Worship Team: Leads music once a month at the Celebrate! And Modern services.  Rehearses 
weekly, year round
Steel Pans:  Plays once a month at various services, mostly during the summer months and 
Christmas services

For Worship Teams 1 through 8, please contact Barbara Oster at 231-668-7038 or 
beo6475@yahoo.com
For Counters (9), please contact Shelly McAllister at smcallister3@hotmail.com
For Music Teams (10-13), please contact our Music Coordinator, Sharon Weller at  231-947-9880

Worship Servants Needed…Please help!

mailto:beo6475@yahoo.com
mailto:smcallister3@hotmail.com


Book/Supper Discussion Group 
We meet from 5 to 7 pm on the 4th Tuesday of the month   Join us, and if you 

have any questions, please contact Ellie Long at 
935-4595.

April 25        Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger (novel)
May 23 Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf (novel)
June 27 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (novel)
July No Meeting—Film Festival
Aug. 22 LaRose by Louise Erdrich (novel)
Sept. 26 The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah (novel)

In 1988, three Lutheran church bodies (LCA, ALC, and AELC
merged to become the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America).  Our new) emphasis in ministry, that we are a
church founded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, was the
impetus for our new constitution.  Pastor David Gabel was
called, and helped us expand our ministry beyond the wall  

of Bethlehem. Pastor Rick Stieve served as Associate Pastor,  primarily 
responsible for youth. Our membership grew and grew, and we added the staff of 
Suzanne Lehto for Christian Education, and Laurence Smith for music, both 
certified as Associates in Ministry (AIM).

Check out Rudy Kelly’s adventures in New Zealand on her 
blog: www.rudykellyblog.wordpress.com

http://www.rudykellyblog.wordpress.com/


1 John 3:18 –“Dear children, let us not love with words or

tongue but with actions and in truth.”  Love In the Name of
Christ is always looking for volunteers in big and small 
ways that want to share the gospel message of forgiveness 

and Grace with those in our community.  We need volunteer for our 
Gap Ministries, Clearinghouse and Life Skills classes at Love INC.  You 
can be the hands and feet of Christ in the world, making a difference 
in those we have been called to serve.      Call 231-941-5683 or email 
loveinctraverse.org to talk with us about how to put your skills to 

work today.

Are you checking for the latest BLC updates at: www.bethlehemtc.org?

You saw Norm and others take the photos...be sure you see them at 

www.bethlehemtc.org!

Good News...and great news...at www.bethlehemtc.org...

CUSTODIAN WANTED
Bethlehem seeks a part time Custodian.
If you are interested, please contact the 

Church office at 947-9880, or talk to either 
Carl Lehto or Leonard Graf.

Proper use of the BLC Tax Exempt Number
Just a friendly reminder—the use of BLC’s tax exempt 
number is solely for BLC sponsored events.  Individuals 
holding private, non BLC sponsored events in BLC space 
should never use the BLC tax exempt number for food or 
other items.  Improper use of the Gordon Food Service 
Store has been noticed this year.  Contact Mary Lou 
Deutsch (Bookkeeper) or Dave Peppler (Treasurer) if you 
have any questions.

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/


In honor of Bethlehem’s 125 year anniversary the worship and music 
committee would like to restore the custom of honoring new 

members of the family of God with a rose on the baptismal font. Those 
who wish to celebrate their new child or grandchild can contact 
committee chair, Barbara Oster at: beo6475@yahoo.com or via phone 
668-7038. The cost is $10.00 to be submitted to the church office, 
or labeled as such and placed in the collection plate. The rose and 
vase can be taken by the family after the 11:00 service on Sunday.

Thank you to all who have attended the XYZ 
lunches this year, special thanks to those who have 
always been there to help set up and clean 
up. Thank you to Heather Smith, the Grand 
Traverse Baykeeper, for the very interesting and 
Informative program last month. XYZ gatherings 
will resume in the fall. Ideas, questions and or 
thoughts can be directed to Jan or Butch Waisanen 
at 231-271-3802 or etwaisanen@centurytel.net



Hospital Visits:  Please let the church office know if you are going 

into the hospital for a scheduled procedure or an emergency so  

Pastor Paul can visit you. 

Health Concerns*

Jeri Boike, Richard Fernholz, Karen Anderson, Bob Jahnke,

Christian Stretlien, Carol Collins, Margie Whitney, 

Ava Oleson, Thad Hellenga, Bill & Dee Springer, 

Kate Holtfreter, Virginia Fleming, and

Paul & Jessica Wiemerslagge.

Grand Traverse Pavilions: Walter Goff, Virginia Fleming

French Manor: Martha LaVire; Joy Givers:  Hazel Lautner

Traverse Manor: Margie Whitney, Juanita Lautner, Jane Witkop

French Manor Lafranier:  Jo Hasse

Culver Meadows AFC: Janet Hinds

Boardman Lake Glens: Ingie Thomas

BLC’s PRAYER CHAIN is always seeking partners in prayer.  

More volunteers are needed for this crucial ministry.  

For more information or to set the Prayer Chain in motion, 

call Jan Stretlien @ 947-3265 or email jstretlen@gmail.net.

*If you would like your name, or the name of a loved 
one, to appear on this list which appears here and in 
the weekly bulletin, please call the church office at 
947-9880.



BLC Contacts
Church Office
Pastor Paul Busekist paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org

Deacon Julia Nelson julia.nelson@bethlehemtc.org

Diane McWethy, Admin. Asst. diane.mcwethy@bethlehemtc.org

Mary Lou Deutsch, Interim Bookkeeper bookkeeper@bethlehemtc.org

Sharon Weller sharon.weller@bethlehemtc.org

Website www.bethlehemtc.org

Church Council

Phil Anderson, President president.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jim Parkinson, Vice President vicepresident.council@bethlehemtc.org

Tom Rockne, Secretary secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Dave Peppler, Treasurer treasurer@bethlehemtc.org

Shelly McAllister, Financial Sec. secretary.council@bethlehemtc.org

Jan Stretlien, Christian Care Giving christiancaregiving.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Dianne Blair, Christian Ed. christianeducation@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Overdier, Evangelism evangelism@bethlehemtc.org

______________, Fellowship fellowship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Overdier, Membership membershipevangelism.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Leonard Graf, Personnel personnel.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Carl Lehto, Property property.committee@bethlehemtc.org

________________, Social Ministry socialministry.committee@bethlehemtc.org

________________, Stewardship stewardship.committee@bethlehemtc.org

Barbara Oster, Worship and Music worship.committee@bethlehemttc.org

Jodi, Youth/Y2A youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org

If you have an interest in serving on any of the above Committees,

Please contact the Committee Chairperson(s).

mailto:paul.busekist@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:julia.nelson@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:diane.mcwethy@bethlehemtc.org
mailto:haron.weller@bethlehemtc.org
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mailto:socialministry.committee@bethlehemtc.org
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mailto:youth.committee@bethlehemtc.org




Because of the many activities here at BLC, this is only a partial calendar.  You can view the 
entire calendar at http://www.bethlehemtc.org/community-calendar or call the office at 
947-9880 for more information (and corrections/additions).

http://www.bethlehemtc.org/community-calendar

