Nativity of Our Lord
December 24, 2021 (Outdoor “Story and Carols”) – 6pm

Pre-Worship Music
Prelude

Celebrate the Child
African Alleluia

BLC Choir
BLC Choir

Hark the Herald

Bethlehem Bells

Bell Ringing/Welcome
(P: A light shines in the darkness. All: And the darkness has not overcome it.)

Opening and Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson

Isaiah 9:2-7

2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them
light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all
the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Choir Anthem

Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child
BLC Choir
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The Story of Jesus’ Birth According to St. Luke

Luke 2:1-20

1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered.
4
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Paul Busekist
Oh Come All Ye Faithful
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1.O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him,born the
king of angels. O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
3.Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God in the highest O come,
let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! Word of the Father, now in flesh
appearing O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace

Pre-Communion Song

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above they deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring
love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion & Communion Songs
Shepherd’s Carol
All for a Baby
That Boy-Child of Mary (vs. 1-4)

Bethlehem Bells
BLC Choir
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That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.
What shall we call him, child of the manger? What name is given in Bethlehem?
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.
His name is Jesus, God ever with us. God given for us in Bethlehem.
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.
How can he save us, how can he help us, born here among us in Bethlehem.
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.
Gift of the Father, to human mother, makes him our brother in Bethlehem.
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.

Lighting of Candles (or other lights) and Silent Night
Verse 1
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Verse 2
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Verse 3

Silent night, holy night! son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming
grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Final Blessing
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
C: Amen.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Song

Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets me
go!
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness
and wonders of His love and wonders of His love and wonders, wonders of His love!
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets me
go!
*********************************************************************

As we depart in joy and hope, please place your candle in a basket.
*********************************************************************

