Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Announcements
Lighting of the Advent Candle – Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (3rd verse only, below) ELW 240
Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with
good things.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are
forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song:

Open Up the Heavens

We’ve waited for this day. We’re gathered in Your Name, calling out to You.
Your glory, like a fire, awakening desire, will burn our hearts with truth.
You’re the reason we’re here. You’re the reason we’re singing.
Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, filling
every part of our praise.
Your presence in this place, Your glory on our face, we’re looking to the sky.
Descending like a cloud, You’re standing with us now. Lord, unveil our eyes.
You’re the reason we’re here. You’re the reason we’re singing.

Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, filling
every part of our praise.
Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, filling
every part of our praise.
Show us, show us your glory. Show us, show us your power. Show us, show us your glory, Lord.
Show us, show us your glory. Show us, show us your power. Show us, show us your glory, Lord.
Open up the heavens. We want to see You. Open up the floodgates, a mighty river, flowing from Your heart, filling
every part of our praise.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in
your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

Annie Slabaugh

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes from the
conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s salvation is
at hand.
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Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The Lord
has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your
hands grow weak. 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. I will remove
disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I
will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At
that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all
the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord

(Solo)
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of the Lord.
(Congregation)
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of the Lord.
(Congregation)
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a matter of
identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity.
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.
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John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
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And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 15As the people were filled
with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Song of the Day:

Pastor Paul Busekist
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

ELW 242

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace
Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)
Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Communion Songs:

Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)
People, Look East

(words below)
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Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy):
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets me
go!
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness
and wonders of His love and wonders of His love and wonders, wonders of His love!
Joy, unspeakable joy! An overflowing well; no tongue can tell! Joy, unspeakable joy! It rises in my soul, never lets me
go!

Final Blessing
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen.

Sending Song:
Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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