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October 31, 2021 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4


Prelude Music	

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C:  Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:
C: …like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C:  Amen.


Gathering Song: 	A Mighty Fortress	ELW 504

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!  With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.   On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected.  But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected.

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only son adored.  He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat’ning to devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow’r us.

Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage! His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him.

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.  The kingdom’s ours forever!


Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!


Kyrie

A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.


Prayer of the Day

A:  Let us pray together, 
C:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Children’s Message

Temple Talk – Time & Talents


First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L:  The Word of the Lord
C:  Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation: 	Alleluia	ELW Page 151
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Gospel:  John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

P:  A reading from… C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Pastor Paul


Song of the Day: 	The Church’s One Foundation	ELW 654

Recognition of New Members: 	John & Marilyn Halstead

Reception of New Members

P:  Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for our new friends in Christ, one with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life of this congregation:

A representative of the congregation introduces the new member/s:

We welcome John and Marilyn Halstead to the family, mission & ministry of Christ at Bethlehem.

Address and Questions to New Members

P:  In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.  We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

P:  John and Marilyn, our brother and sister in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?

Those being welcomed respond:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

P:  (The minister addresses the assembly) People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ?

C:  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those being welcomed face the assembly.  The pastor addresses all.

P:  Let us welcome John & Marilyn to this community of faith:

C:  We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.
	

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


Prayers of the Church/Sign of the Peace 

Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.
C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
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Communion

Communion Songs: 
	Break Now the Bread of Life 	ELW 515
	Amazing Grace	ELW 779



Final Blessing

P:  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.


Sending Song: Soul on Fire (words below)

God, I’m running for Your heart, I’m running for Your heart ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, I’m longing for Your ways. I’m waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire, ‘til I am a soul on fire.
God, I’m running for Your heart, I’m running for Your heart ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, I’m longing for Your ways. I’m waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire, ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, restore the joy I had. I have wandered, bring me back.
In this darkness, lead me through until all I see is You, yeah!
God, I’m running for Your heart, I’m running for Your heart ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, I’m longing for Your ways. I’m waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire, ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, let me burn for You again. Let me return to You again.
And Lord, let me burn for You again! And let me return to You again!
God, I’m running for Your heart, I’m running for Your heart ‘til I am a soul on fire.
Lord, I’m longing for Your ways; I’m waiting for the day when I am a soul on fire,
God, I’m running for Your heart, I’m running for Your heart ‘til I am a soul on fire.
…’til I am a soul on fire, ‘til I am a soul on fi—re.


Dismissal

A:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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October 31, 2021

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

11/3—Rudy Kelly 11/4—Beth Nunnelley
11/5—Jane Ziojutro 11/6—Phil Anderson
11/6—Madison Goodwin
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FALL BACK: Next Sunday, November 7%, Day
clocks back one hour on Saturday night.

s time will end. Don't forget to change your

During this time of COVID, masks will continue to be optional for vaccinated persons, but required for
non-vaccinated persons.

Please note that the new Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am — 2:30pm, Monday = Thursday.

New Members: We welcome Marilyn and John Halstead as new members today. They are sponsored by
Mearilyn and Ron Dork.

ing Statements: Your individual giving statements are will be available in your mailbox in the Narthex
beginning October 7, 2021. The statement covers giving from January through September 2021. Please
pick them up at your convenience. To save on postage, | will mail out the ones not picked up by the end
of October. Thank you for your generous support for the programs and ministries of your church even
during these uncertain times. Your Bookkeeper

Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for a Sunday service. You may use the sign-up poster in
the Narthex by signing on the date you request. Then fill out a pink slip with the necessary information
2nd place it and a check for $40 (pavable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church or BLC) in the offering plate or
in the Administration Assistant’s mailbox near the church office entrance, You may select either “in
honor” or “in memory” or “to celebrate”. If someone has already signed on the date you would like, feel
free to add your name — we welcome more than one on a Sunday.
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Today's altar flowers are donated by: the Congregation in thanks for ll of God's blessings on this
Reformation Sunday.

Celebrate a new child in your life with a rese on the baptismal font! Cost $10.00 per rose. Contact
Barbara Oster at beo6475@yahoo.com or 231.668.7038.

Our blog has been renamed “Paths of Hope”. Check it out on the Bethlehem website:
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/new-blog-paths-of-hope

Thank you all so much for all of the gifts, well wishes and pravers these past few months as we have
adjusted to being a family of three! Caleb is clearly already very well loved by his church family and it
makes us so happy to have the support and love of you all! God is so good and we couldn't ask for a
better church family to be part of! Love, Annie, Trent and Caleb Slabaugh

BAKE SALE AT BLC CRAFT SHOW! Christian Ed is in charge of a bake sale at the craft show on November
6th. In previous years you have been very generous in furnishing us with baked goods. Once again we
are asking for your help in furnishing cookies, bars, cakes, pies, breads, whatever your specialty. Please
prepackage and label each item. We are also hoping for some gluten free and maybe sugar free goods?
There will be a sign-up sheet by the craft fair display in the narthex. Items can be dropped off at church
on Friday, November 5th between noon and 7PM and also early Saturday morning. If you have any
questions, you may call Nancy Ammann 946-8433. Thank you.

CHARGE - Living Water Ministries has made the decision to cancel the Great Lakes Youth Gathering in
January and willinstead combine it with CHARGE this year in a hybrid type event! Therefore, grades for
CHARGE will be 6th - 12th and the event will take place from March 18th - 20th here in Traverse City at
the Great Wolf Lodge! As registration to fills up fast, Annie needs to know who is interested so that we
can figure out cost for families right away. Please let her know if your youth is interested in attending
CHARGE in 2022. She will send further information such as forms to fill out and what the family cost will
be once we know the total number of people interested!

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING - The National Youth Gathering has returned and will be taking
place July 24th - 28th in Minneapolis, MN for grades 8th - 12th! If your youth is interested, please let
Annie know. She will then send an email to all interested families with cost info and a form to fill out!

Attention Bethlehem families: Sunday school has moved to a new time! We invite your little ones to
join us for a special time of worship and learning to take place during regular service this fall. Children
will be dismissed for Sunday school during service before the Gospel,_This change in timing will continue
for 2 trial period until November 21st. We are optimistic that this change will result in increased
participation by current members and new or visiting families.

Pecans have been ordered based on the pre-orders we received. We will have a few left of the cases
that we ordered for the Dark Chocolate Pecans, Caramel Clusters and the Plain Pecans. The Cinnamon
Glazed pecans are sold out. If you are interested in any of the remaining pecans including the Plain
Pecans, please contact Barbara Oster at 231.668.7038 or beo6475@yahoo.com. The bags are $12 each
and are perfect for holiday gifts, hostess gifts or just plain munching. Delivery should be in mid to late
November.
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The BLC community pantry has been the wish of a BLC member who chooses to remain anonymous.
Through his gentle coaxing your current council decided that the time was right for BLC to have its own
pantry due to its unique location. A sturdy cupboard has been purchased, assembled and placed outside
the kitchen door thru a grant from the Trapp family. A huge thank vou to everyone who has donated so
generously. Please keep the pantry in mind whenever you are shopping special deals at your favorite
store_ If you can get 2 for the price of one, and really don't need an extra, please bring it to church,
There will always be a blue container under the giving table by the mailboxes where you can place
Your extra items. We appreciated your donations, but please check expiration dates if you are
selecting items from your personal cupboard. We do not want to donate “bad” food to “good”

peopl

Book elub: The book selection for November is Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie. We
decided to celebrate this prolific author by selecting one of her books since she wrote her first book 101
Years ago! What better book is there than this as we get ready to hunker down for winter snows. If you
don't want to read it, you can always watch the movie! We will meet by ZOOM at 5:30 on Tuesday
November 23. If you are not already on the list for the Zoom meeting you can send your email to

cmonroe@chartermi.net.

Eront Door: If you are leaving the Bethlehem building through the front door when it is supposed to be
locked, please pull on the door to be sure that it is completely shut and locked. Doors have been found
ajar.

The newest Living Lutheran magazine and the October/November/December Christ in our Home can
be picked up at the welcome table on Sunday mornings, from the STAR box below the outside mailbox,
or during parking lot communion.

The October/Stewardship issue of the STAR is ready. Feel free to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org
< About Us > “The Online Bethlehem Star” o type this URL to get these directly:
http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-bethlehem-star-newsletter.

The Wednesday morning bible study of Matthew has resumed from 9-11am. All are welcome. Bring
Your own bible. We read the bible and then talk about what we read. We say a prayer for any needs
that are shared. Come. Join a fellowship. Leader is Barbara Graf.

Quilters need help! We meet on Tuesdays 9:00am-11:00am. It is not traditional quilting. We tie three
layers of fabric together. The “quilts” are sent all over the world when needed by Lutheran World Relief.
Soif you can tie or even cut, please join us on Tuesday mornings.

The outdoor “Shooting STAR Dispenser” at BLC is now full with several paper publications, including the
October STAR and the current week's worship folder/bulletin. If you would like a copy of a DVD, please
contact the church and one will be produced for you

“Zoom Book Study” gathering via Zoom will continue on Wednesdays from 1:30pm until about 3:00pm.
Besides the thought-provoking discussions, we also have great conversation and fellowship. For this
series, we will discuss the Gospel of Matthew. Please contact Pr. Paul if you are interested in joining.
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A big thank you to all who turned in their Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. We just received a check
from them for $179.90. So far this year, we have received $435.52 total from Olesons’ receipts. Please
continue to turn in your Olesons’ receipts to Bethlehem. Thanks again.

Bethlehem sends weekly emails directly to your inbox with important announcements and
formatien! If you are not getting them for any reason o if you have something you'd like to have
added please reach out to Annie at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org.

Have somethi ortant going on at Bethlehem that you'd like others to know about? Maybe a
Small Group? A Club Event? Feature it on the Screen Announcements and on our Facebook Events
Page! [f there is something you'd like featured or included for either Screen Announcements or
Facebook Events please reach out to Annie at annie.slabaugh@bethlehemtc.org,

The church calendar has returned below. Please be sure to notify the office (admin@bethlehemtc.org
or 231.947.9880) to be sure that your group is on the calendar.

Still time to Pledge...paper-free!

Friends of Bethlehem, e =0
W journey with God, to serve with love

There is still time to o a

pledge, and your

stewardship Pledge to Help Our Ministry

parratoiy
committee is making

it easier than ever to
take that next step to
help our BLC ministry!

Please check out the
new links below for
either making a

paperless pledge or nline Pledee Form Below:

to download forms for
either pledging or setting up automatic giving:

bethiehemtc.org/pledge

bethlehemtc.org/automatic-giving
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CALENDAR

Sunday, October 31 (REFORMATION SUNDAY) Wednesday, November 3
10:00am—Worship Service (5) Bulletin articles due
11:00am—Parking Lot Communion ‘00am—8ible study (YR)
1:30pm—Zoom Bible Study
Monday, November 1 4:00pm—Drive My Way (FH)
0P Drive My Wiay (FH) 7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal (5)

Thursday, November 4
Craft Fair set-up
4:00pm—Drive My Way (FH)
5:30pm—ACOA (G5)

Tuesday, November 2
5:00am—LWR Quilters (FH)
9:00am——Property Work Group
10:00am—staff Meeting (CR)
4:00pm—Drive My Way (FH)

iday, November 5
6:30pm—Christian Ed Meeting (G5)

Craft Fair Set-up

saturday, November 6
9:00am—Craft Fair

Sunday, November 7 (ALL SAINTS SUNDAY)
10:00am—Worship Service ()
11:00am—Parking Lot Communion
1:00pm—Confirmation Class (FH)
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Great Thanksgiving
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Communion
The assembly may be seated. Music may accompany the communion, and may begin with:
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sin of the world; grant us peace,  grant us peace.




