Eleventh Sunday after

Pentecost
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Sunday, August 13, 2023 — 10:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship

Ay

Welcome to All! We are glad that you are able to worship with us today.
Please fill out a connection card in the pews if you like. During the
service, we will sit or stand in reverence to our Lord. Please do what is
physically comfortable and reverent for you. For those who are unable to
receive Communion at the altar and wish to have the Pastor administer it at
your seat, please obtain a red and white card from one of the ushers and hold up
at Communion time to alert the Pastor. If you or a little one would like to
receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion, we invite you to come forward
and cross your arms at the time of Communion. Please feel free to introduce
yourself to our Pastor and fill out one of the Visitor cards available at our
Welcome Table in the Gathering Place.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship — Setting 10, page 203
Pre-Worship Music/Announcements

Prelude
GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

P: Merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In
the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Righteous God,

C: ... we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest.
We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the

name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when
we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of
*+ Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn Evening and Morning ELW #761

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

Kyrie
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.

2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
04 .

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - mew us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

Glory to God

J J\ j?ofla
Glo-ry be 1o God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

1
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call:

Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - jor, you have come from heav'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at  God’s right hand.
Je-sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
Prayer of the Day (All)

A: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

A: Let us pray together... C: O God our defender, storms rage around
and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us
in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
First Lesson 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of
God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in
“sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer.
Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two
men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so
strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the
Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall
kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will

3



leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 85:8-13

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your
faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.

9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your
glory may dwell in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.

11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness
shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God
a pathway.

Second Lesson Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It
is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This
proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian
proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or “‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?
“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith
that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14 But how are
they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation Alleluia page 205
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Al - le-lu - ia!  Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al = le=lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,”
who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus
comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time
of fear and doubt.

C: ...Glory to you, O Lord.

22 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side
of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart,
it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the
boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried
out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got
into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Christina Bright
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Hymn of the Day Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession: response after each petition: “Your mercy is
great.” (Before prayer) A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns,
let us offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation....
(Conclusion) P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our
Savior. C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace (Let us give one another a sign of peace according to
your comfort level.)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.

MEAL
Offering
Offering Song Zeke Clemons
Offertory (Please stand, as able.) Come to the Table ELW #481
Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray.

C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply
your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their
unending hymn...

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

**Please note: Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available.



Communion Lamb of God
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
vou set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Communion Hymns

Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW #773
When Peace like a River ELW #785

Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C: Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle

Thankful Hearts
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Prayer after Communion

A: Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all
the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

SENDING
Blessing

P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed

 bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.
C: Amen.

Sending Song My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW #763
Dismissal

A: Goin peace. Share the harvest.
C: Thanks be to God.

1050 Peninsula Drive

Bethlehem August 13, 2025 Traverse City, MI 49686

LUTHERAN CHURCH (231) 9479830
www.bethlehemtc.org
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

8/13—Pat Friedli 8/20—AQuenten Branch
8/17—Brita Williams 8/20—Kathie Bair

We welcome Pr Christina Bright as our Presiding and Preaching for today’s service.
She was raised in Michigan and since her ordination has served New Life Lutheran
Church in Alcona County and as dean of the Sunrise Conference in the synod. As
assistant to the bishop she will have primary responsibility for the candidacy process
and first call theological education.

For Pastoral Care during Pr Paul's Sabbatical time, please call Barbara in the church
office. If it is after hours and it cannot wait until the next work day or Sunday, you
may call Barbara at home (231.668.7038) so that she can contact someone. We have
two different people for Pastoral Care.

Building and Office Hours are: 9:00am — 2:30pm, Monday — Thursday.




IMPORTANT NOTICE: We often find the front door and/or the kitchen door unlocked
when there is no one in the building. Please be sure that the doors are locked when
you leave.

Please Note:

Barbara Oster/Administrative Assistant works 9:00am-2:30pm on Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday and some Wednesday mornings.

Phil Anderson/Bookkeeper works 8:30am-12:30pm on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday. During the week of Labor Day, Phil will go back to working on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Alanna Steffunick/Ministry Coordinator works 9:00am-2:30pm — in the office on
Tuesday and Thursday and from home on Wednesday

Offerings: The offering plates are now passed during the service. The vase in the back
of the Sanctuary is still available for those who prefer not to touch the offering plate.

Today’s altar flowers are donated by: Tom & Jana Rockne in Memory of Jana’s
brother, Dorry Larson

The August issue of the STAR is now available. For current issues of the Star, feel free
to check online at www.bethlehemtc.org < About Us > “The Online Bethlehem Star” or
type this URL to get these directly: http://www.bethlehemtc.org/the-bethlehem-star-
newsletter.

We will have the October/November/December Christ In Our Home available on
August 27th when we distribute the September STAR. Please take a copy for yourself
and also for friends and family.

Norm Fred has helped a previously homeless couple for a few years. They are proud
people and do not like to be given charity but they will accept help in the form of
donated cans that they can recycle for money. Please bring in your recyclables in for
them. Leave them by the garage. These are nice people. There, but for the Grace of
our God, go we.

A Thank You note received:

To the people of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church,

Rachel and | would like to thank you for all the help you've given us by bringing in your
returnables. It has helped us out IMMENSELY. It feels good to know that there are
people out in the world that still care for the less fortunate. It always gives us hope.
Warmest wishes. Thank you, Rachel L. Olson & Karl Hillmann (These are the people
mentioned in Norm’s blurb right above this.)

Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 17th at 9:15am
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The Sabbatical committee has decided that our Welcome back celebration on Aug 20
should include a “white-out” characteristic of many big athletic events. Anyone who
obtained a new BLC logo t-shirt is asked to wear it that day. Everyone else is asked to
wear a white top of their choosing.

Good Samaritan “Fund”raiser: During the month of August, we will kick-off our Good
Samaritan “Fund”raiser with our Envelope Wall. Each envelope in the series of 1-50
will represent a donation amount. So, if the first envelope is available for a $1
donation, the 33rd envelope is available for a $33 donation and so on. We ask that
you remove the colored envelope of your choice from the board, if you're interested
in participating, and then put your donation into the inside envelope and return it to
the church by putting it into the Sunday service collection plate, placing it into the
mailbox of our bookkeeper, Phil Anderson, or mailing it back to the church. A
reminder that the Good Samaritan Fund is one of our local outreach initiatives that
allows us to be able to help our local residents when there may be a need for
assistance with food, gas, a doctor bill, etc. We have been lucky in the past to help
many and hope that you will help us build back this dwindling fund. Please, if paying
by check, make payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church with Good Samaritan fund in
the memo line.

We had a wonderful group of volunteers from BLC who joined Freedom Builders for
their 2023 Missions Week. These special people deserve recognition for their service
to such an important cause. Special thanks to Mark and Carl, who volunteered
multiple days!

Cindy and Jim Monroe Lincoln and Makena Dohm (youth
Lisa Schlagel volunteers!)
Tina Dohm Mark and Kathie Bair

Carl Lehto

Thanks to all of you, for your hard work in serving our community and showing God's
love to our neighbors! You are so appreciated.

Spotlight on Zeke: So many of us enjoy Zeke's talents with religious music, but did you
know that he plays other kinds of music at various locations in the Traverse City area?
Here is a list of his engagements in the next month that are close to TC:

Tues 8/15—Bel Lago Winery in Cedar at 5:00

Sat 8/19 & Thurs 8/24—Brady’s Bar outside on the patio at 6:30

Sat 8/26—Bel Lago Winery in Cedar at 3:00

Adult Bible Study: will resume on September 20th with the Gospel of John.

Food Pantry: HELP!!! Our outdoor food pantry has finally been found by those in
need and there is hardly anything left in it!!!! Please take some time and buy some
extra staple items when you go shopping. The shelves in the pantry are labeled. You
can place your items right in the cupboard or you can bring them inside church and
leave them on the CARE table in the coat room.
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BABY PANTRY: Suggested donations for August are anything you feel might be

needed. Thank you!

A big thank you to all who turned in Olesons’ receipts. We just received a check from

them for $304.88. Last year received $651.20. Let’s see if we can do even better this
year! Please continue to drop off your receipts at Bethlehem. Please note they do not

expire. Thank you!

The church calendar is below. Please be sure to notify the office

(admin@bethlehemtc.org or 231.947.9880) to be sure that your group is of the

calendar.

Sunday, August 13

10:00am— Traditional Worship
Service (S)

12:00pm—Ukulele Lessons
4:00pm—Painting Workshop (Offsite)

Monday, August 14
12:00pm—Visitation-Jan Waisanen
(GS)

1:00pm—Funeral — Jan Waisanen (S)
2:00pm—Cookies/Coffee—Jan
Waisanen (GS)

4:00pm—Chair Yoga (FH)
8:00pm—Ukulele lessons with Zeke

Tuesday, August 15

Bulletin articles due today
9:00am—Property Work Group
6:30pm—Council Meeting (FH)
7:00pm—Lautner SG (Offsite)

Wednesday, August 16
11:30am—Music Rehearsal (S)
12:00pm—Lehto Summer Bible Study
(Offsite)

8:00pm—Ukulele lessons with Zeke

Thursday, August 17
5:30pm—ACA (FH)

Friday, August 18
STAR ARTICLES DUE TODAY

10:00am—Sew Pieceful

Saturday, August 19
Luncheon Set-up (FH)

Sunday, August 20

WELCOME BACK PASTOR PAUL
10:00am--Worship Service (S)
11:30am—Welcome Back Luncheon
(FH)

11:30am—Sundaes on Sunday (FH)
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