Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 22, 2022 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
C: We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, through the city,
through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the
Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of
righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and
enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become
our salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your beloved
and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Song:

Miracles

(words below)

The One who made the blind to see is moving here in front of me, moving here in front of me.
The One who made the deaf to hear is silencing my every fear, silencing my every fear.
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
The One who does impossible is reaching out to make me whole, reaching out to make me whole.
The One who put death in its place, His life is flowing through my veins, His life is flowing through my veins!
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
The God who was and is to come, the power of the Risen One, the God who brings the dead to life:
You’re the God of miracles!
You’re the God of miracles!
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.
I believe in You. I believe in You. You’re the God of miracles.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish
us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 16:9-15
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the business
community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the
impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.
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During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight
course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the
women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by
Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Psalmody: Psalm 67
1

May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

2

3

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.

4

5

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.

6

7

May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Gospel Acclamation:

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: John 14:23-29
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’
followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a
peace that overcomes fear.
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.
23
Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the
word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 25“I have said these things to you while I am still
with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Song of the Day:

Pastor Paul Busekist
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Recognition of New Members:

ELW 631

Bill & Sue Allen
Reception of New Members

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for our new friends in Christ, one with us in the body of
Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life of this congregation:
A representative of the congregation introduces the new member/s:
We welcome Bill and Sue Allen to the family, mission & ministry of Christ at Bethlehem.

Address and Questions to New Members
P: In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. We are called to live
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of
God through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace
in all the earth.

P: Bill and Sue, our brother and sister in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among
God’s people in this place?
Those being welcomed respond: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: (The minister addresses the assembly) People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members
in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Those being welcomed face the assembly. The pastor addresses all.
P: Let us welcome Bill & Sue to this community of faith:
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the
good news to all the world.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace
Offering
Offering Song:
Offertory:

As the Grains of Wheat
Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

ELW 465

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all
at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be
nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Communion Songs:

When Peace Like a River
This is My Father’s World
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Final Blessing
P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and
forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Song:

Unstoppable God

(words below)

Heaven thundered and the world was born. Life begins and ends in the dust you form.
Faith commanded and the mountains moved. Fear is losing ground to our hope in you.
Unstoppable God, let your glory go on and on. Impossible things in your name shall be done.
Freedom conquered, all our chains undone. Sin defeated, Jesus has overcome.
Mercy triumphed when the third day dawned. Darkness was denied when the stone was gone.
Unstoppable God, let your glory go on and on. Impossible things in your name shall be done.
Unstoppable God, let your glory go on and on. Impossible things in your name shall be done.
Nothing shall be impossible. Your kingdom reigns, unstoppable. We’ll shout Your praise forevermore.
Jesus, our God, unstoppable.
Nothing shall be impossible. Your kingdom reigns, unstoppable. We’ll shout Your praise forevermore.
Jesus, our God, unstoppable.
Oh! Oh, oh, oh.
Unstoppable God, let your glory go on and on. Impossible things in your name shall be done.
Unstoppable God, let your glory go on and on. Impossible things in your name shall be done.
Oh, oh.

Dismissal
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.

