Third Sunday in Lent
Lenten Theme – “The Message & The Messenger
March 20, 2022 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Holy One,
C: …we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your
prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our
midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of
your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to
you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys
with you and teaches you how to live in love.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song: Come to the Water (version with musical notes on last page)

Gather 202

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
Without money, without price. Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord?
And let all who seek, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
Without money, without strife. Why should you spend your life, except for the Lord?
And let all who toil, let them come to the water. And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord:
All who labor, without rest. How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord?
And let all the poor, let them come to the water. Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord:
Bring the children without might. Easy the load and light: come to the Lord.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.

A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of your
Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

Annie Slabaugh

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9 – “The Message” Translation
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of abundant life. God
calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because
God’s ways are not our ways.
1 "Hey there! All who are thirsty, come to the water! Are you penniless? Come anyway - buy and eat! Come, buy your
drinks, buy wine and milk. Buy without money - everything's free! 2 Why do you spend your money on junk food,
your hard-earned cash on cotton candy? Listen to me, listen well: Eat only the best, fill yourself with only the finest.
3 Pay attention, come close now, listen carefully to my life-giving, life-nourishing words. I'm making a lasting
covenant commitment with you, the same that I made with David: sure, solid, enduring love. 4 I set him up as a
witness to the nations, made him a prince and leader of the nations, 5 And now I'm doing it to you: You'll summon
nations you've never heard of, and nations who've never heard of you will come running to you Because of me, your
God, because The Holy of Israel has honored you." 6 Seek God while he's here to be found, pray to him while he's
close at hand. 7 Let the wicked abandon their way of life and the evil their way of thinking. Let them come back to
God, who is merciful, come back to our God, who is lavish with forgiveness. 8 "I don't think the way you think. The
way you work isn't the way I work." God's Decree. 9 "For as the sky soars high above earth, so the way I work
surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is beyond the way you think.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation:

Hear Our Prayer
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Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole:
peace to all people, hope for each soul
God of Grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 – “The Message” Translation
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to
obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by
patience.
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.

1 About that time some people came up and told him about the Galileans Pilate had killed while they were at
worship, mixing their blood with the blood of the sacrifices on the altar. 2 Jesus responded, "Do you think those
murdered Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 Not at all. Unless you turn to God, you too will die.
4 And those eighteen in Jerusalem the other day, the ones crushed and killed when the Tower of Siloam collapsed
and fell on them, do you think they were worse citizens than all other Jerusalemites? 5 Not at all. Unless you turn to
God, you too will die." 6 Then he told them a story: "A man had an apple tree planted in his front yard. He came to it
expecting to find apples, but there weren't any. 7 He said to his gardener, 'What's going on here? For three years
now I've come to this tree expecting apples and not one apple have I found. Chop it down! Why waste good ground
with it any longer?' 8 "The gardener said, 'Let's give it another year. I'll dig around it and fertilize, 9 and maybe it will
produce next year; if it doesn't, then chop it down.'"

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message/Congregational Forum
Song of the Day:

As the Sun with Longer Journey

ELW 329

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace
Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)
Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast where you
offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and
blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Communion Songs:

Beautiful the Wounds of Christ
Come Let Us Eat

BLC Choir
ELW 491

Final Blessing
P: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always.
C: Amen.

Sending Song:

My Life Flows On in Endless Song

ELW 763

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alternate NRSV Lesson/Gospel Translations

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to
me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him
a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
6
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous
their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
1

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the
tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone
for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it
down.’ ”

