First Sunday in Lent
Lenten Theme - “The Message & The Messenger”
March 06, 2022 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Holy One,
C: …we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your
prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our
midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of
your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to
you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys
with you and teaches you how to live in love.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song:

Forty Days

(words below)

Forty day to wander, forty days to die to self. Forty days to grow stronger as faith breaks open the gates of hell.
The jubilee is over, but grace is far from gone in the hearts of the faithful, broken on the wheels of love.
‘Cause in the desert of temptation lies the storm of true conversion, where springs of living water drown and refresh
you.
As the Jordan pours out change, your true self is all that remains, where springs of living water bind and break you,
bind and break you.
Forty days to remember the Paschal sacrifice. Forty days to discover His passion calls us to new life.
The jubilee is over, but mercy’s far from gone in the arms of the Father as the wayward child comes home.
‘Cause in the desert of temptation lies the storm of true conversion, where springs of living water drown and refresh
you.
As the Jordan pours out change, your true self is all that remains, where springs of living water bind and break you.
Bind and break you. Bind and break you, bind and break you, bind and break you.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide us now,
so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can
give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

Annie Slabaugh

(This Lenten season, as we focus on Jesus as both Message and Messenger, we will use Eugene Peterson's "The Message"
translations for all readings until Holy Week, where we will use that translation for just the Gospel. The New Revised
Standard Version (NRSV) will be printed each week in the worship folder at the conclusion of the service.)

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 – “The Message” Translation
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival celebrates the
first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious
acts on behalf of Israel.
1

Once you enter the land that God, your God, is giving you as an inheritance and take it over and settle down, 2 you
are to take some of all the first fruits of what you grow in the land that God, your God, is giving you, put them in a
basket and go to the place God, your God, sets apart for you to worship him. 3 At that time, go to the priest who is
there and say, “I announce to God, your God, today that I have entered the land that God promised our ancestors
that he’d give to us.” 4 The priest will take the basket from you and place it on the Altar of God, your God. And there
in the Presence of God, your God, you will recite: 5 A wandering Aramean was my father, he went down to Egypt and
sojourned there, he and just a handful of his brothers at first, but soon they became a great nation, mighty and
many. 6 The Egyptians abused and battered us, in a cruel and savage slavery. 7 We cried out to God, the God-of-OurFathers: He listened to our voice, he saw our destitution, our trouble, our cruel plight. 8 And God took us out of
Egypt with his strong hand and long arm, terrible and great, with signs and miracle-wonders. 9 And he brought us to
this place, gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. So here I am. I’ve brought the first fruits of what I’ve grown

on this ground you gave me, O God. 10 Then place it in the Presence of God, your God. Bow low in the Presence of
God, your God. 11 And rejoice! Celebrate all the good things that God, your God, has given you and your family; you
and the Levite and the foreigner who lives with you.
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation:

Return to the Lord

Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 – “The Message” Translation
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses to the
temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild. 2 For forty wilderness days
and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry.
3
The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, command this stone to turn into a loaf
of bread.” 4 Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to really live.”
7 Worship me and they’re yours, the whole works.” 8 Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy:
“Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 9 For the
third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. 10
It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed you in the care of angels to protect you; 11 they will catch you; you won’t so
much as stub your toe on a stone’?” 12 “Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your
God.’” 13 That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for another opportunity.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Song of the Day:

Pastor Paul Busekist

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

ELW 325

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace

Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast where you
offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and
blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

Communion Songs:

Lead Me, Guide Me
When the Poor Ones

ELW 768
ELW 725

Final Blessing
P: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day and always.
C: Amen.

Sending Song:

Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land

ELW 333

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alternate NRSV Lesson/Gospel Translations

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
1

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the
land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God
will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today
I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.”
4
When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, 5you shall
make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7we cried to the Lord, the God of our
ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The Lord brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders;
9
and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first
of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow
down before the Lord your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall
celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
1

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was
famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority;
for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
8
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ 9Then the devil took him to
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down from here, 10for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11and ‘On their
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 12Jesus answered him, “It is said,
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an
opportune time.

