Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 23, 2022 – 10am
Modern Worship, ELW Setting 4
Prelude Music
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: …we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces away from
your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront
ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us
and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.

Gathering Song:

Open Your Ears O Faithful People
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Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all!
C: And also with you!

Kyrie
A: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
A: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord have mercy.
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray together,
C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant
that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Message

Annie Slabaugh

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public
square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of
the Lord is your strength.”
1

All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive
to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with
their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when
they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation:

The Joy of the Lord is Your Strength

The joy of the Lord is my strength
The joy of the Lord is my strength
The joy of the Lord is my strength
The joy of the Lord is my strength

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and
claims his identity, purpose, and mission.
P: A reading from… C: Glory to You, O Lord.

14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the
surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Song of the Day:

Pastor Paul Busekist
We are Marching in the Light
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church / Sign of the Peace
Offering (encouraged for before or after service, using vase only and not ushers)
Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light. Amen.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Communion Songs:

Be Still My Soul (In You I Rest)
Here is Bread
Be Still My Soul (In You I Rest):

(words below)
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Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide. In every change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul, they best, they heav’nly friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul, thy God doth undertake to guide the future as He has the past.
Thy hope, they confidence let nothing shake. All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul, the waves and winds still know His voice, who ruled them while he dwelt below.
In You I rest; in You I found my hope. In You I trust; You never let me go. I place my life within Your hands alone.
Be still, my soul.
Be still, my soul, the house is hast’ning on When we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow forgot, Love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past; all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
In You I rest; in You I found my hope. In You I trust; You never let me go. I place my life within Your hands alone.
Be still, my soul.
In You I rest; in You I found my hope. In You I trust; You never let me go. I place my life within Your hands alone.
Be still, my soul. Be still, my soul. Be still, my soul.

Final Blessing
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Song:

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

Dismissal
A: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
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